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PREFACE. 



By the liberal permission of the puhlisher of Gustav 
Freytag's widely-read Sketdies of German Life^ Dr 
Salomon Hirzel of Leipzig, we have been enabled 
to reprint (with a few alterations and excisions) the 
present most interesting and thoughtful essay on 
Frederick the Great. The English reader has now an 
opportunity of comparing the views of an enlightened 
and patriotic German writer with regard to the great 
founder of the national strength of Germany— for 
such Frederick undoubtedly was, thoroughly German 
to the Gore, though he wrote only in French — ^with 
the immortal work of that most original of modern 
,writers and thinkers, the veteran Thomas Carlyle. 
Carlyle has himself made use of Freytag's essay 
in his account of the partition of Poland, and trans- 
lated not a few passages from it. He speaks of 
' Herr Dr Frey tag, a m.an of good repute in literature' 
with considerable respect — a fact which may of itself 
serve as a recommendation in the eyes of those who 



iv PREFÄCE. 

happen to be unacquainted with the numerous works 
of this very populär author. 

In Germany, Gustav Freytag is known both as a 
dramatist and a novel-writer. He has also exercised 
considerable influence on the rising generation by 
his books on populär history (from one of which 
we have excerpted the present essay) and has formed 
the taste of many critics and perhaps actors also 
by his excellent work on the technical aspect of 
the drama. 

We have added three poems by contemporaries of 
Frederick the Great (Gleim, Kleist, and Schubart), 
which may serve as specimens of the enthusiasm 
excited throughout Germany by the great deeds of 
the Prussian King. 

In conclusion, the Editor begs to record his thanks 
to the Rev. J. W. Cartmell, Fellow and Tutor of 
Christ's College, and one of the Syndics for the Local 
Examinations, for many valuable hints and sugges- 
tions kindly made while the present work was passing 
through the press. 



Hamburg, 
December, 1876. 



SBo« war c6 bod^, bad feit bem hclfiigia^tigcn Ärlcge 
bie Slugcn bcr 5ßoIitifcr auf bcn Hclncn Staat -^cftcte, ber \xäf 
an ber ofHid^cti Slorbgrcnje Dcutfd^Ianbd gegen ©d^n^eben 
unb ^Polett; gegen .^aWburger unb Sourbonen ^eraufrang ? 
2)a6 @rbe ber .^o^ensoKern war fein reid^gefegnete^ 8anb, 5 
in bem ber Sauer be^aglid^ auf wo^Ibebauter «^ufe faf, 
Weld^em reid^e ffauf^erren in fc^weren Oaleonen bit Selbe 
Stallend, ble ©ewurje unb Sarren ber neuen SBelt gufü^rten. 
@ln arme^, »erwüfieteö ©anblanb »ar'^, ble Stabte au^^ 
gebrannt; ble «^ütten ber Sanbleute nlebergerlffen, unbebaute 10 
Sledfer, »lele Cluabratmellen entbloft t>on SRenfc^en unb 
9lu^t>le^; ben Saunen ber Urnatur jurudfgegeben. 2ltö ^xiti^ 
xlä) aOBU^elm 1640 unter ben itur^ut trat, fanb er nld^tö 
otö befirlttene Slnfprud^e auf jerpreute Jlerrltorlen »on tttoa 
1450 Cluabratmellen, in aUm fefien Drten felned ^tamm^ 15 
lanbeö faf en übermäd^tlge Eroberer. 2luf einer unfld^ern 
Oebe richtete ber fluge gürfl feinen ©taat ein, mit gelbem 
Iraft unb großem ©Inn, ber me^r atö einmal ble beutfd^c 
(g^re ^o^er fafite, atö ber Äalfer ober. ein anberer gürji be^ 
gield^eö. Unb al6 ber grofe 5poIltlfer 1688 jlarb, »ar tca^ 20 
er ^Interllefi, bod^ nur ein geringe^ SBoIf, gar nld^t gu red^nen 
unter ben siKSd^ten ©uropa'^. ^tnn feine »&errfd^aft um^ 
faf te jwar 2034 £luabrat^9Rellen, aber ^od^fienö 1,300,000 
SRenfd^en. Slud^ atö Srlebrld^ II. ^unbert 3a^r nad^ feinem 



2 3)er <Siaat gricbric^ be« Oropen. 

Sl^tt^errn We ^Regierung antrat, erbte er nläft me^r ald 
2,240,000 (Seelen, »eniger atö je^t Me eine 5ßrot)ina ©d^te^ 
fien nmfafit. 2Ba6 war e^ alfo, t)a6 fogleld^ nad^ ben 
©d^tad^ten bed brelpigja^rigen itriege^ We ©iferfud^t aller 
5 Sleglerungen, jumal l)e6 italfer§aufe6, erregte, ba^ felt^er l)em 
branbenfcurgifd^en SBefen fo tt)arme greunbe, fo erbitterte 
Oegner angeführt f)ai^ 2)urc^ jtt>el Sa^r^unberte würben 
2)eutfd^e unb Srembe nld^t mübe auf biefen neuen Qiaat 
gu ^offen, ebenfo lange §aben Seutfd^e unb Srembe nld^t 

10 aufgebort if)n juerp mit @^ott, bann mit ^afi einen fünfi* 
lid^en Sau ju nennen, ber flarle ©türme nld^t au^ju^al^ 
im t>ermoge, ber o^ne Serec^tigung fid& unter bie SKad^te 
(Suxopo!^ eingebrängt f)aU. Unb wie lam e6 enblid^, baf 
fd^on nad^ bem J£obe grlebrlc^ö be6 Orofen unbefangene 

IS Seurt^cUer ermahnten, man möge bod^ aufboren, bem »lel^ 
ge^afiten ben Untergang gu pro^^ejclen ? 3la^ jeber Sileber^ 
läge fei er um fo Irafilger In ble ^if)t gefd^neHt, alle ©d^aben 
unb Ärleg6tt)unben würben bort fd^neUer gebellt, ate wo 
anber^ ; SBo^tjianb unb SnteHlgenj ne^me bort in grofieren 

20 9Ser^&ltnljfcn gu, ate In einem anbern Jl^elle »on Deutfd^^ 
lanb ! 

SlUerblngö war ein elgcnt^ümlld^cö SBefen, eine neue 
©d^attlrung be6 beutfd^en 6^arafter6, Wa6 auf bem eroberten 
©taöengrunbe, in ben «^o^engoUern unb i^rem aSolfe gu 

25 !£age lam. SKlt ^erau6forbernber ©c^ärfe ergwang fld^ bleö 
Sfleue Oettung. @d fd^ictt, baf ble 6^araftere bort größere 
©egenfa^e umfd^loffen ; itnn J£ugenben unb gelter feiner 
9iegenten, Orofie unb Q^toh^t feiner ^olitif famen in 
fd^nelbenben Sontraflcn gu S^age, ble SSefd^ranft^elten er^ 

3ofd^lenen auffättlger, ba^ SQBlberwSrtlge maffen^after, ba6 
SSewunberungöwert^e erjiauntid^er ; a fd^len, baf blefer 
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Staat iai ©citfamjie unb Ungewo^nlid^jic erjeugcn^ unb 
nur bie ruhige SWlttelmäßigfclt; bie fonji fo erträglid^ unb 
forbcrlid^ fein mag, niäft o^ne ©d^aben t>crtragcn Knne. 

ffiicl t^at ble Sage be6 Sanbe^. @« tt)ar ein ©renjianb, 
augleid^ gegen <Sd^tt)eben, ©la^en, JJranjofen unb ^oKanber. 5 
ffaum eine Srage ber euro^äifd^en ^ßolitif gab e^, ble nid^t 
auf SBo^I unb SBe^e bed ©taat^ einwirfte, faum eine fBtVf 
tt>ldf(ung, weld^e t^atigen Surften nld^t ©elegen^eit gab 
Slnfprud^e geltenb ju mad^en. Seit htm erfien Sa^re, in 
mlä)tm ihirfurfi S^^iebrid^ Sffiil^elm feine eigenen Sepungen 10 
burd^ 8iji unb ©ewalt in Sefift nehmen mufte, n>urbe 
offenbar; ba^ bort an ber @dfe bed beutfd^en SSobend ein 
fraftige^, umfid^tige«, njaffentud^tigeö Stegiment gur 9lettung 
2)eutfd^lanb6 nid^t entbehrt mxbm lonne. ©eit bem Seginn 
be^ franjofifd^en ifrieged t)on 1674 erfannte ©uro^a, ba^ 15 
bie fd^Iaue ?ßoIitif, njeld^e »on biefer Keinen @dfe ausging, 
aud^ ba^ jiaunenöwert^e SBagnif unternahm, bie SBejigrenge 
Deutfd^Ianb^ gegen ben übermad^tigen ffonig t)on granfteid^ 
^elben^aft gu »ert^eibigen. 

@6 lag »ieBeid(>t aud^ tttoai SluffaKenbe^ in bem Stamme 20 
ä)atatttx beö branbenburgifd^en SSoifeö, an bem Sürfien unb 
Xtntert^anen gleid^en J£^eil l^attcn. Sie i)reufiifd^en 8anb^ 
fd^aften f)attm ben 2)eutfd^en biö auf S^iebrid^ bm ®rof en 
t>er^&ltnifmaßig tt)enig t>on ©ete^rten, 2)id^tern unb ifunji^ 
lern abgegeben, ©elbjl ber leibenfd^aftlid^e ©fer ber fRz^ 25 
formationöjeit fd^ien bort abgebam^ft. 2)ie Seutc, ttjeld^e 
in bem ©renjianbe fafen, melji »on nieberfad^fifd^em 
(Stamme, mit geringer Seimifd^ung »on ©laüenblut, njaren 
ein ^arte^, Inorrige6 ©efc^Ied^t, nid^t t>orjug6tt)eife anmut^ig 
in ben formen i^red Seben^, aber üon einem ungett)6^nUd^ 30 
fd^arfen SSerftanbe, nüd^tern im Urt^eiL 3n ber .^aujjtjiabt 
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fd^oti feit aütx Süt ft)0ttlufiig, t>on bctt)cgKc^et 3un<|e, in 
aOen Sanbfd^aftcn groper Slnfirenguttgcn fa^ig, arbcüfam, 
ii% t)on bauer^aftcr Äraft. 

Slber mc^r atö Sage iinb ©tammd^ataftcr De^ SBoIfc» 
5 fd^uf bort bcr S^araltcr ber Sür|icn. 3n anbetet SBelfe, 
atö ftgenbtt)o feit ben J£agen ÄatI be^ ®rof en gefd^a^, §aben 
fie i^ten ©taat gebilbet. SKand^eö gurjiengefd^Ied^t gaffte 
eine Steige glfidflid^et SßetgtJfetet be« Qiaat^, aud^ bie 
Soutbonen l^aben tt)eiteö ©ebiet ju einem großen (Siaai^^ 

10 Utptt gufammengejogen ; mand^e^ Sürjiengefd^Ied^t fjat 
einige Generationen ta})ferer itrieget erjeugt, leinet war 
tapftet ate bie SBafa unb ble ^)rotejiantif(^en SBittetöbac^et 
in @d&tt)eben. Slbet ©rjie^et beö aSoIfeö iji feinö getoefen, 
tt)ie bie alten ^^o^enjoHetn. Sltö gtofe @ut6^etren auf 

15 öertoöjietem Sanbe ^aben fie bie 9Renfd^en geworben, bie 
Kultur geleitet, burd^ fafi ^unbert fünfjig Sa^re atö jirenge 
^au6tt)irt^e gearbeitet, gebadet, gebulbet unb gett>agt, um 
ein aSoK für i^ren ©taat ju fd^affen, wie fie felbji : ^art, 
f))arfam, gefd^eib, fedP, baö ^od^jie für fid^ bege^renb. 

2<5 3n fold^em ©inne f)at man dtzi^t, btn S^arafter be^ 
ipreufifd^en Qtaatö gu bewunbern. 3Son ben üier Surfien, 
toeld^e i^n feit bem beutfd^en Äriege bi6 jU bem JEage te^ 
gierten, wo ber greife 5t6nig in ©an^fouci bie müben Slugen 
fd^Iof, l^at jeber mit feinen JEugenben unb geilem wie eine 

25 not^wenbige ©rgänjung feineö aSorgangerö gelebt, iturfurjl 
§riebrid^ SBil^elm, ber größte <Siaatömann au^ bet ©d^ule 
beö beutfd^en ittiege^, bet ^Jtad^tUebenbe erjie Äonig Sriebrid^, 
ber fi)arfame Despot griebrid^ SBil^elm I, inki^t er, in 
Weld^em fid^ bk Slnlagen unb großen Gigenfd^aften faji aUer 

30 feinet SSotfa^ten gufammen fanben, im aä)titf)nkn 3a^r^un? 
bert bie Slut^e beö ©efd^Ied^t^. 
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@5 mar ein fceubeleereö icbcn Im itonlg^fc^Iof ju Scriin, 
aK Sricbrid^ ^erantt)Ud^6, fo arm an Siebe unb ©onnenfd^eln, 
wie in tt>enij Surger^aufern jener raupen Seit. 5Kan barf 
jweifeln; ob ber Äonig, fein SBater, ober bie ffonigin größere 
©d^ulb an ber 3«^üttung be6 Familienleben^ Ratten, beibe 5 
nur burd^ geiler i^reö SlatureUö, toeld^e in ben unauf^or* 
lid^en ^Reibungen bed ^aufeö immer großer tt)urben. 2)er 
ifonig, ein tt)unberlid^er S^^rann, mit tt)eid^em ^erjen, aber 
einer ro^en «^eftigfeit, bie mit bem ©torf Siebe unb SSertrauen 
erjn>ingen woKte; öon fd^arfem 9Ken[d^enöerjianb, aber fo 10 
unioiffenb, baf er immer in ®efaf)r fam, Opfer eined 
©d^urfen ju »erben, unb in bem bunfien Oefü^I feiner 
Sd^toäd^e n>ieber miß trauifd^ unb öon jafjer ®ett>altfamfeit ; 
bic Äoniflin bagegen, feine bebeutenbe grau, t)on f älterem 
^erjen, mit einem jiarfen @efül)t if)rer fürftlid^en SBürbe, 15 
babei mit »ieler Steigung jur Sntrigue, o^ne SBorfic^t unb 
©d^ioeigfamfeit. Seibe Ratten ben befien aBiUen unb gaben 
fid^ e^rlid^ SKü^e, i^re ffinber ju tüchtigen unb guten 
3Renfd^en ju mad^en, aber beibe jiörten unt>erjiänbig baö ge^ 
funbe Slufieben ber Äinberfeele. iSie 5Kutter f)atk bie Xdtf 20 
lofigfeit, bie Äinber fc^on im jarten Sllter ju aSertrauten l^reö 
Slergerö unb i^rer Sntriguen ju mad^en; i^nn über bie 
un^olbe ©parfamfeit beö ffonig^, über bie ©d^Idge, bie er fo 
reic^Iid^ in feinen Simmern au^t^eilte, unb über bie elnfor;^ 
mige Skige^orbnung, bie er i^r aufjvoang, na^m in i^ren^s 
©emad^ern itlage, ©roll, ©pott lein gnbe. !Der Äronjjrinj 
griebrii^ tt)ud^ im ©piel mit feiner alteren ©d^voejier ^eran, 
ein garteö Äinb mit leud^tenben Slugen unb tounberfd^onem 
blonben ^aar. 5ßünftKd^ würbe i^m grabe fo »iel gelehrt 
atö ber .^onig woHte, unb ba6 war wenig genug: faum titoa^ 30 
lateinifd^e 2)ecKnation — ber grofe ffonig ifl nie über bie 

F. 2 



6 Skr @ta(A griebrid&d l)e6 ©copcn. 

® d^ttDictlgf eltcn be^ ©enltbö unb ^atb>^ ^rau^gclommen — , 
%tanib^\ä), ttaxa ®cfcl^id^te, unb tt)a« einem ©olbaten bamatö 
fttc not^ig galt. Die Stauen brachten bem Änaben, ber fid^ 
gern ge^en lief nnb ta ®egentt)art be6 Äonig6 fd^eu nnb 

5 tro^g Ätt^ ben 5tinberaugen fa^, boa erfie Sntereffe an fram 
j5fl[d;er giteratuc bei; <r felb|i ^at frater feine ©d^tt)ejier 
barum gerühmt, aber aud^ feine ®out)emante »ar eine finge 
granjofm. 2)af bem 5fSnig baö frembe SQBefen üer^aft »ar, 
trug fidler baju bei, e^ bem 6o^ne mxif) ju madben, benn 

lo faji f^fiematifd^ tt>urbe in ben 2l})})artementö ber ifonigin baö 
gelobt; maö bem jirengen ^au^^errn miffiel. Unb mnn 
ber ffonig in ber gamilie eine feiner ^>oItemben frommen 
Sieben ^ielt, bann fa^en bie ^rinjep SBil^elmine unb ber 
junge griebrid^ elnanber fo lange bebeutfam an, bi6 ba6 

15 ^erau^forbernbe ©efid^t, ba6 eineö ber ffinber machte, bie 
Rnblfd^e Sad^lup erregte unb ben @rimm be^ Äfinlga jum 
2lu6brud^ brad^te. Daburd^ tt)urbe ber ®o^n fd^on in frühen 
3a^ren bem SSater ein (Segenjianb beö Slergerö. ©inen 
effeminirten 5terl fd^alt er i^n, ber fid^ malpro^re ^alte unb 

20 eine unmftnnlidbe greube an ?ßu6 unb Spielereien ^abe. 

Slber auö bem SSerid^t feiner ©dbwejier, beren f(^onung6^ 
lofem Urt^eil ber Jlabel leidster h)irb al6 baö 80b, Ifi aud^ ju 
fe^en, tt)ie bie Sieben^würbigfeit be^ reid^begabten Änaben auf 
feine Umgebung »irfte. Slber felbji bei ^armlofen greuben 

25 tt)urbe ber ^ßrinj fortwä^renb in Süge, Jläufc^ung, SSer^ 
jieKung gebrangt. @r toar fiotj, ^od^gefmnt, grof müt^ig, 
t)on rürffic^t^Iofer SBa^r^eit^liebe. Daf i^m bie SSerjiellung 
innerlid^ji tt)iberjianb, baf er fid^, »0 fie »erlangt tt)urbe, 
nid^t baju ^erablaffen mUk, unb tt)o er e^ einmal t^at, 

30 ungefd^idft ^eud^elte, baö mad^te feine Stellung 3um SSater 
immer fd^ttjieriger, großer tt)urbe bad 9Kiftrauen beö ffonig^ 
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Immer tt)ieber brad^ bem ©ol^n ba^ »erlebte ©elbfigefii^I 
aK Xxo^ ^ed)or. 

©0 tt)ud^^ er auf üon ^)Iumj)en ©j)ionen umgeben, n^eld^e 
bem Äonig jebe^ SBort jutrugen. (Sin (Semüt^ öon ben 
reid^jiett Slnlagen, ber felnjien geijiigen Sege^rlid^feit, o^ne 5 
iebe mannlid^e ©efeUfc^aft, bie für if)n gepaf t ^otte. ffein 
aBunber, baf ber Süngling auf 2lbn)ege geriet^. 2)er 
t)reuf ifd^e «&of fonnte im aSergleid^ gu ben anbern *&6fen 
;2)eutfd^lanbö für einen fe^r tugenb^aften gelten; aber feit 
einem Sefuc^ an bem lüberlid^en ^ofe in 2)reöben begann lo 
e6 5Prinj griebrld^ gu treiben, tt)ie anbere 5ßrinjen feiner ^dt, 
-er fanb gute ffameraben unter ben jungen Dfficleren feinet 
aSater6. 2Bir tt>iffen au6 biefer Seit tt>enig 'oon i^m, aber 
W)ir bürfen fd^Iief en, baß er babei allerbing^ in einige (Sefa^r 
fam, nid^t ju üerberben, aber in ©c^ulben unb unbebeutenben 15 
SSer^altniffen tt>ert^öoße 3a^re gu verlieren. (S6 tt>ar fidler 
nic^t ber jieigenbe Unn>iKe be^ SSaterd aUein, ber if)n in 
biefer 3cit öerfiimmte unb ratf)(o6 um^ertt>arf, fonbern eben 
fo fe^r ein innere^ 9Kißbe^agen, baö ben unfertigen Süngling 
um fo tt)ilber in bie 3rre treibt, je großer bie füllen 5!ln^2o 
fprüd^e finb, bie fein @eiji an ba^ Seben mad^t. 

@r befd^loß naä) Snglanb gu entfliegen. SBie bie glud^t 

mißlang, n)ie ber 3orn be6 SBatere gegen ben fa^nenpüd^tigen 

Dfficier aufbrannte, iji befannt. 9Kit ben S^agen feiner 

©efangenfd^aft in ifüfirin unb bem Slufent^alt in 9tu})^in 25 

begannen feine ernflen Se^rja^re. 2)aö gür^terlid^e, baö er 

erfahren, fjattt auc^ neue ^aft in i^m toa^ gerufen. @r 

t^attt aUt ©d^redfen M XoM, bie greulid^jien iDemüt^i^ 

gungen mit fürjilid^em ©tolge ertragen. @r f)aitt über bie 

größten JRat^fel be6 Sebend, über ben JEob unb toa^ barauf 30 

folgen foU, in ber (Sinfamleit feinet ©efdngniffe^ nad^gebad^t, 

2 — 2 
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er fjattt txtannt, baf ifjm ni(^tö a\S Ergebung, ©ebult^^ 
ruhige« Slue^arren übrig bleibe. Slber bod bittere, ^erjfref^ 
fenbe Unglüd iji boti^ feine ®^ule, n)e(d^ nur bad @ute 
^erau^bllbet ; audb manche geiler »ad^fen babel gro^. @r 

5 lernte in jilHer ©eele feine @ntf(^lüffe betpa^ren, mit 8lrg^ 
tt)o^n auf ble ?Kenfd^en fe^n unb pe atö feine SBerfjeugc 
gebrauchen, fie t&ufc^en unb mit einer falten 5(lug^elt lleb^ 
fofen, »on »eld^r fein ^erj nld^te wuf te. (Sr mu^e bem 
feigen, gemeinen ©rumbfott) fd^meld^tn, unb fro^ fein, baf 

10 er if)n anmaf)ll(^ für fid^ gewann; er mufte fldb 3a^re 
lang Immer »leber SKü^e geben, ben SBlberwlllen unb ba6 
9Älftrauen be6 garten ffiaterd Hug ju befamjjfen. 3mmer 
jiraubte fldb f^lne 9?atur gegen fold^e 2)emüt^lgung, burd^ 
bittern ©pott fuc^te er fein gefdbäblgteö ®elb|igefu^l geltenb 

15 ju machen; fein ^erj, ba^ für alle^ @ble erglühte, bett)a^rtc 
ii)n ba\)or, ein f)arter Sgoljl ju werben, aber milber, »erfo^n:? 
U^er würbe er nld^t. 

!Dod^ er lernte in blefen Sauren audb ttwa^ 3?üftlld^ed 
c^ren: ble |irenge SBlrt^fd^aftllcbfelt, mit weld^er bic be^ 

20 fd^rSnfte, aber tüchtige Äraft felneö »ater« für ba« SJBo^l bed 
Sanbed unb feined »^aufeö forgte. SBenn er, um bem ffonlg 
ju gefallen, ^Pad^tanfd^läge mad^en mu^te, wenn er fidb 
9Jlüf)e gab, ben Grtrag einer !I)omcine um einige ^unbert 
XijaUx JU iielgern, Wenn er au^ auf ble Sleb^aberelen be6 

25 ffönlgd mef)r aK blUlg einging unb l^m ben SBorfd^lag mad^te, 
einen langen ©d^afer aud 9KedEtenburg afö SRefruten ju 
entfüljrcn, fo war im ?lnfang allerblngd blcfe ?lrbelt nur ein 
Iä|ilge^ SDllttel ben ffönlg ju \)erfo^nen; benn ©rumbfow 
foHte if)m einen ?Kann fdbaffen, ber ble iEare flatt feiner 

30 mad^te, ble ?lmtleute unb ffammerbeamten felbfl gaben i^m 
an ble ^anb, wie §le unb ba ein 5piud ju gewinnen war. 
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unb über bie Stiefen fpcüdt er immer nod^, wo er bad 
uttgefhaft fonnte. Slber bie neue SBelt, in bie er »erfeftt imx, 
bie praftifd^en Snterejfen be« Solfed unb bed ©taateö jogeu 
i^n bod^ aQmä^Uii^ an. @^ n^ar (eid^t einjufe^en, ba^ anä) bie 
SBlrt^fd^afllici^fcit fcineö SBatet^ oft t^rannifd^ unb n)unber^ 5 
(id^ tt)ar. !Der j^onig tjoüt immer bie (Sntp^nbung, ba^ er 
nid^t^ aK ba^ 8efle feinet 2anbeö woHte, unb bef f)alb na^m 
er fid^ bie grci^eit mit ber groften SBiafur bi^ in bad 
ßinjelne in 8efl$ unb ©efd^äfl ber ?ßrittatj)erfonen einju^^ 
greifen. 2)en Mugen ©inn unb bie n)o^Itt)oncnbe Slbfid^t, 10 
bie hinter fold^en Srfaffen erfennbar \oax, lernte ber ©o^n 
boif e^ren, unb er fclbfl eignete fid^ allma^lid^ eine aWenge 
t)on 2)etailfentttniffen an, bie fonjl einem gürfienfo^n nid^t 
fleläufig werben : SQBertße ber @üter, ?ßreife ber 8eben6mittel, 
33ebürfhiffe be« aSolfe«; ®en)o^n^iten, ^&i)tt unb ?ßflid^ten 15 
fced Heinen gebend. 66 ging ji^gor auf i^n »iel öon bem 
©etbfigefü^I über, wjomit ber Äonlg fid^ biefer ®efd^äft6fennt^ 
nijfe rühmte. Unb atö et ber aHmad^ige ^audtt)irtf) feinet 
(Staatt^ geWDorben, ba n)urbe ber unerme^lid^e ©egen offen^^ 
bar, ben feine Äenntniß be6 aSotte^ unJ) bed Sßerfe^rd ^aben 20 
foHte. Sftur baburd^ tt>urte bie n)eife ©jjarfamfeit mßglid^, 
mit »eld^er er fein eigeneö ^a\x^ unb bie Sinanjen üernxil^ 
tttt, feine unablaffige ©orge für ba« 2)etail, »oburd^ er 
Sanbbau, ^anbel, SBo^Iftanb, Jöilbung feine« SSolfe« er^ob. 
SaSie bie iEage^red^nungen feiner Äod^e, fo »ufte er bie 25 
?lnfd^lage ju prüfen, in benen bie ßinfünfte ber 2)omdnen, 
gorften, ber Slcdfe bered^net wjoren. Daf er ba« ffleinfte 
tt)ie ba« ©rofite mit fd^arfem Sluge überfa^, ba« t)erbanße fein 
9SoIf jum größten S^^eil 'ben 3a^en, in benen er gejwungen 
aW Slffeffor am grünen S^ifd^e ju SRuppin faß. Unb jun^eilen 30 
begegnete i^m felbfj^ wa« }U feine« SSater« 3eit ärgerlid^ ge^ 
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tt)efen ti>ax, t)ap feine Stmntni^ ber gefi^äft(i(|en Sinjel^etten 
boä) nid^t gro^ genug n)ar; nnb baf er f)ier unb ba, grobe 
n)ie fein SSater, befahl, tt)ad gewaltfam in bad Scben feiner 
5ßreufen einfd^nitt unb ni(^t burd^gefü^ n)erben fonnte. 
5 Äaum \)atk Sriebrid^ bie ©daläge ber großen ffataftro^f)e 
ein ttjenig öern)unben, ba traf i^n ein neue^ Unglüdf, feinem 
«^erjen eben fo fd^recfli(^ n)ie baö erjie, in feinen Sotgen nod^ 
üer^angniföolter für fein Seben. 3>er ffonig j»ang if)m 
eine @emaf)Iin auf. ^erjerfd^ütternb ifl ba6 SBe^, in bem er 

10 ringt, fid^ öon ber erwafflten 35raut loöjumad^en. ,,@ie foH 
fri\)oI fein, fo »iel fie toiü, nur nid^t einfältig, bad ertrage id^ 
nic^t." @d mar aUt^ »ergeben«. 9Äit SSltterfeit unb 3orn 
faf) er auf biefe Serbinbung bid furj »or ber SSermafilung: 
5Rie ^at er ben ©d^merj überwunben, baf ber 33ater babur^ 

15 fein innere« Seben jerftört ^abe. ©eine reijbare Gmpftnbung, 
ba« liebebebürftige »&erj, fie n^aren in ro^eper Sffieife »erlauft. 
Sftid^t er aHein würbe baburd^ unglüdflid^, aud^ eine gute 
grau, bie be« beften ©d^idEfatö tt?ert^ gett)efen tt>are. 2)ie 
^rinjeffin ßlifabetf) »on Sehern f)aüt »lele eb(e Sigenfd^aften 

20 be« »öerjen«, fie n^ar nid^t einfaltig, fie tt>ar nid^t l^af li^ unb 
»ermod^te felbjl »or ,ber ^rben ffritlf ber giirfiinnen bed 
foniglid^en ^aufe« erträglid^ ju befielen, aber wir fürd^ten, 
Ware fie ein ßngel gewefen, ber ©tofj be« ©o^ne«, ber im 
Äern feine« Seben« burd^ bie unnöt^ige Sarbarei be« 

25 3tt)ange« empört war, tjhttt bennod^ gegen fie ^rotefiirt. Unb 
bo(^ war ba« 25er^ä(tnip nid^t ju jeber ^üt fo falt, wie man 
wo^I annimmt, ©ed^ 3a^re gelang e« ber »&erjen«güte unb 
bem iEaft ber 5ßrinjejfin, ben 5tronj)rinjen immer wieber ju 
üerfo^nen. 3n ber 3urüdEgejogen^eit »on 3'i^ein«berg war 

30 fie in ber Ztjat feine ^au«frau unb eine Iieben«würbigc 
933irt^in feiner ®&|ie, unb fd^on würbe »on ben öfierreid^ifd^en 
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Slgcnten an ben SBiener Jqo\ Uxxä)M, baf il^r ©nflufl im 
Steigen fei. 2l6er ber Bejfd^eibenen Sln^anglid^eit i^rer 
©eefe fehlten ju fe^r ble Sigenfd^aften, wfd^e einen geifirelc^en 
9Rann auf bie 2)auer ju feffeln vermögen. Die aufgettJedEten 
ffinber beö ^aufeö SBranbenbutg i^aütn baö SSebürfniß if)r 5 
leld^tbewegted Snnere launig, fd^neK unb fc^arf nad^ aufen 
JU festen. !Die ?ßrlnjejfin ttJurbe, ttjenn fie enegt war, jiiH, 
tt)ie gelahmt, bie leidste ©rajie ber ©efeHfd^aft fehlte i^r. 
Daö ^afte nid^t jufammen. ?lud^ bie ^xt, »ie fie ben 
©ema^I liebte, ^fltd^tt)ott, fid^ immer unterorbnenb, xok ge^ 10 
bannt unb gebrüdft üon feinem grcfen ©eifle, \oax bem 
^rinjen n^enig intereffant, ber mit ber franjofrfd^en geifhefc« 
c^en SSilbung aud^ nid^t n)enig »t)n ber griöolitot ber fran^ 
jöfifd^en ©efeUfd^aft angenommen fjatk, 

2ltö griebridl^ ffonig würbe, t^erlor bie gürfiin fd^neÖ ben 15 
geringen 2lntf)eil, ben fie ftd^ am ^erjen if)reö @emaf)I^ etwa 
erworben iattt, Die lange Slbwefen^eit im erjien fi^lefifd^en 
5triege t^at baö 8eftte, ben 5fonig »on i^r ju entfernen. 3m^ 
mer fparfamer würben bi? SSejie^ungen ber ®atttn, eö t?er^ 
gingen Sa^re, o^ne baf fie einanber fa^en, eftte eifige 20 
iturje unb ffalte ijl in feinen ©riefen erfennbar. 2)af ber 
Äönig i^ren S^arafter fo ^od^ ad^ten mufte, erhielt fie in ber 
äußeren Stellung. — ©eine SSer^altniffe mit grauen waren 
feitbem wenig einflußreid^ auf fein innere^ ßm^ftnben ; felbfi 
feine ©d^wefler »on SSaireut^, franflid^, nert)o^, \)erbittert 25 
burd^ ßiferfud^t auf einen ungetreuen ©ema^t, würbe bem 
Sruber auf Sa^re fremb, unb erfi, atö fie fld^ für ba^ eigene 
geben refignirt f)attt, fud^te bieö jlolje Äinb be« ^aufeö 
Sranbenburg alternb unb unglüdElid^ wleber baö ^erj bed 
©rubere, beffen fleine §anb fie einjl öor ben güfen bed3o 
fkengen aSaterö gehalten f)atU. Slud^ bie SKutter, ber Äonig 
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gricbrld^ immer audgejci(!^netc finblid^e ffietc^rung bewie«, 
fonnte bet ©ecfe bc6 ©o^nc« »cnlg fein, ©eine anberit 
Oefd^wpijtet in)aren jünger unb nur ju geneigt, im ^au^ flinc 
gronbc gegen i^n ju mad^en. SBo er freili^ ©eift ©rajie 

S unb »eiblid^e SBürbe jufammen fanb, wie bei grau öon 
Sama^, ber bber^ofmeljlerin feiner ©ema^lin, ba tt)urbe bie 
Siebenöwürbigfelt feiner 5Ratur in »ielen f)erjUd^m Slufmer^ 
famfeiten laut. 3m ©anjen aber ^aben bie grauen feinem 

. Seben wenig 8id^t unb ®lanj gegeben, faum je fjat bie innige 

lo^crjlid^feit bed gamilienlebenö fein Snnereö erwärmt, nad^ 
biefer ©elte »erobete fein ®emüt^. SSielleld^t würbe ba^ ein 
©lud für feine Station, fidler ein SSer^angnlf pir fein ?ßrl^ 
öatleben. 2)le »olle SBarme feiner menfd^lld^en @m))finbung 
blieb fafi auöfd^lie^lld^ bem Helnen Greife ber SSertrauten 

15 \)orbel)alten, mit benen er ladete, bid^tete, ^^Kofojj^lrte, ^föne 
für bie 3ufunft mad^te, fpater feine 5h:leg6o))eratlonen unb 
©efa^ren befprad^. 

©elt er öermap in 9l^eln^berg lebte, beginnt ber bejlc 
2;^ell feiner Sugenbjeit. ©ort wu^te er eine Slnja^l ge^ 

2o bllbeter unb gelterer ©efellfd^after um fld^ jU vereinigen, bie 
flelne ©enoffenf(^aft führte ein poetlfd^eö Seben, »on weld^cm 
J£f)ellne^mer tin anmut^lgeö 95 IIb l^lnterlaffen ^aben. (StnfU 
f)aft begann griebrid^ an feiner SBllbung ju arbeiten. Seld^t 
fügte fld^ i^m ber Slu^brudf erregter Smpftnbung in ben 

25 3wang franjofifd^er SSerfe, unablafflg arbeitete er, fld^ bie 
gelnf)eiten bed fremben ©tltö anzueignen. Slber aud^ über 
(Srnfterem arbeitete fein ©eifi, für äße ^od^flen gragen bed 
9Kenfd^en fud^te er fe^nfüd^tlg Slntwort bei ben (Snc^clo* 
^)abl|ien, aud^ bei Sf^rifiian Sffiolf, er faßl über ffarten unb 

30 ©ti^lad^tplane geneigt, unb unter ben Stollen be^ Sleb^aber* 
t^eaterö unb ben S3aurlffen würben anbere ?ßroiecte »or* 



2)er ©taat Bri^bnd^ö bcö ©ropem 13 

bereitet, »eld^e naä) n^enig Sauren Me SBelt aufregen 
foHten. 

!Da fam ber S^ag, an mlä)tm fein fterbenber 33ater ber 
^Regierung entfagtc unb ben Dfficier, ber bic S^ageömelbung 
tf)atf anwies, »on bem neuen itrieg^^errn ?Preu^end bie 5 
Sefe^fe einju^olen. SBle ber ^ßrlnj »on feinen poHtifd^en 
Beltgenoffen bamate beurt^eilt würbe, fe^en wir auö ber 
ß^arafterifiif, weld^e furj »or^er ein ojierreid^ifd^er Slgent 
t)on i^m gemad^t f)atU : „dx ifl anmut^ig, tragt eigneö »^aar, 
l)at eine fd^taffe «Haltung, liebt fd^one Äünfie unb gute ifiid^e, 10 
er mod^tc feine ^Regierung gern mit einem ßclat anfangen, Ift 
ein follberer greunb be^ SKültard atö fein SSater, ^at ble 
9lellglon elned f)omtttn SKanne6, glaubt an ®ott unb ble 
aSergebung ber Sünben, Hebt ©lanj unb großartige« SBefen, 
er wirb alle »^ofd^argen neu etabliren unb »orne^me 8eute 15 
an feinen ^of gießen." SRld^t ganj ifi blefe ^ro^^ejelung 
gered^tfertlgt worben. SBlr fu(^en In blefer 3^it anbre 
Selten feine« SBefen« ju »crftef^en. 2)er neue Äonlg war 
üon feuriger entf)ufiaftlfd^er ©m^jftnbung, fd^nell erregt, leidet 
famen ble iE^rdnen In feine Slugcn. SBle feinen B^ltgenojfen 20 
war i^m lelbenf^aftlld^e« Sebürfnlf ba« ®rope jU bewun^ 
bem, fid^ weld^en Stimmungen elegifd^ ^Injugcben. ßärtlld^ 
blle« er fein Slbagio auf ber Slote, wie anbern effrild^^en 3cit^ 
genojfen warb aud^ i^m in SBort unb 9Ser« ber \)oIIe 2lu«^ 
brudf innigen ®efü^tö nld^t leidet, aber ble pat^etlfd^ 5ß^rafe 25 
rührte i^m S^^ranen unb ©m^jfinbfamfelt auf. S^roft aller 
firanjoflfd^en ©cntenjen war ble anläge feine« SBefen« aud^ 
nad^ blefet SRld^tung fe^r beutfd^f. 

©e^r ungere^t ^aben ii^n ble beurt^ellt, weld^e i()m ein 
falte« ^txi jufd^rieben. Slld^t ble falten Sürjien^erjen finb 30 
c«, bie am meijlen burd^f i^re §irte t^erleften. ©old^en ifl 
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fafl immer ^jcrgfinnt, burd^ gleid^ma^lge ^u(b unb fd^ldfKd^cn 
Sluöbrucf i^rc Umgebung ju befrieblgen. 2)ic jiarfflen 
Sleußierungen ber SRid^tad^tung liegen in bet SÄegel bld^t 
neben ben ^erjgewinnenben Sauten einer weichen Särtlid^feit. 

5 Slber in Sriebrid^ xoax, fo fd^eint un^, eine auffallenbe unb 
feltfame SJerbinbung öon jtt)ei ganj entgegengefe^ten 3iid^^ 
tungen beö @emüt^6, wel^e.fonft auf ßrben in ewig nixott^ 
fü^ntem Äampfe liegen. @r ^atte ebenfo fc^r boö Sebürfnif 
fi(^ baö Seben ju ibealifiren, aW ben 2)rang, fid^ unb Slnbern 

10 ibeale Stimmungen unbarm^erjig ju jerftoren. ©eine erfte 
eigenf(^aft war »ieHeid^t ble fdf^onpe, \>kMä)t bte leibtJoDfle, 
mit welcher ein STOenfd^ für ben ifam^jf ber @rbe audgeflattet 
wirb. @r war aHerbingö eine SDid^ternatur, er befa^ in 
f)o^em ®rabe jene eigent^ümlid^e itraft, weld^e bie gemeine 

15 993irflid^feit nad^ ibealen gorberungen bed eigenen SBefen6 
umjubitben fircbt unb aKe6 9la^e mit bem ^otben ©d^ein 
eineö neuen Sebend überjie^t. @^ war i^m SSebürfni^, mit 
bem ganjen Bciuber eineö bewegtid^en ©efu^fö, mit ber ©rajie 
feiner ^^antafie bad 8ilb feiner Sieben fid^ jujurid^ten unb 

20 ba6 aSerf^ältnip, in baö er fid^ frei ju i^nen gefegt ^atte, au6^ 
jufdj>müdfen. @« war immer tttt>a^ 6j)lel babei ; au^ wo er 
am leibenfd^aftlld^fien empfanb, liebte et me^r fein Xfttf 
fd^ßnerteö Silb be6 Slnbem, baö er in fid^ trug, atö biefen 
felb|i. 3n fotd^er Stimmung ^at er aSoltaire*^ ^anb gefüf t. 

25 SQSurbe if)m irgenb einmal in empfinblid^er SBeife ber Untere 
fd^ieb jwlfd^en feinem 3beal unb bem wirKld^en ÜJtenfd^en 
fühlbar, fo lle^ er \)tn SKenfd^en faKen unb ^ielt fid^ an ba6 
Silb. 2Bem ble 5Ratur blefe Slnlage gegeben f^at, Siebe imb 
greunbfd^aft »orjugöweife burd^ bad bunte @fad ^)oetlfd^er 

30 Stimmungen iu empfinben, ber wirb nad^ bem Urtl^eil äfn^ 
berer in ber SBa^I feiner Sieben immer SBltßur jeigen ; eine 
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gcn)ijTc flleid^maßige SBarme, mlä)t icüä[\ä)moU Mc Uimtt, 
fd^cint folgen Staturen »etfagt ju fein. SBcm ber ffonig in 
feiner SBeife greunb gett>orben war, gegen ben war er üoa 
ber gröften Slufmerffamfeit unb Sluöbauer, n>ie fe^r au^ 
feine Stimmung in einjelnen SRomenten ttjed^felte. (Sr 5 
fonnte bann in feiner 2;rauer über ben SJertufi einer fold^en 
©ejlaa fentimental n)erben, wie nur irgenb ein !Deutfd^er auö 
ber aSert^crperiobe. ©r ^atte mit feiner ©d^wejier t)on 
Saireut^ »iele Sa^re in einiger Sntfrembung gelebt, erfi in 
ben legten 3af)ren »or if)rem 3;obe, unier ben ©d^reden be6 lo 
fd^weren 5trieged, war iijm \f)t Sitb atö bo« einer järtlid^en 
Sd^wejier wieber lebenbig aufgegangen. 5Rad^ i^rem 3;obe 
fanb er einen büjiem ®enuf barin, baö ^erjUd^e biefed 
aSer^altniffeö fid^ unb Slnbern öorjuficUen; er baute i^r einen 
Meinen Stempel unb »allfaf)rtete oft ba^in. SBer feinem 15 
^erjen nid^t burd^ Vermittlung ^oetifd^er @mj)finbungen na^e 
trat, nid^t bie liebcfpinnenbe ^oefie i^m anregte, ja wer gar 
cttoa^ in feinem reijbaren SBefen ftörte, gegen ben war er fait, 
nid^tad^tenb, gteid^gültig, ein ^6nig, ber nur frug, wie weit 
ber Slnbere i^m nü^e, er warf i^n öieUeid^t weg, wenn er i^n 20 
nic^t me^r braud^te. ©old^e Begabung t>ermag aUerbingd 
baö 8eben bed jungen SKanne^ mit einem »erflarenben ©^im^ 
mer ju umgeben, fie t)erleif)t bunten ©d^ein unb ^olbe garbe 
aud^ ©ewo^nlld^em, aber fie wirb mit »iel guter ©itte, ?ßflid^t* 
gefüf)! unb einem ©inn, ber ^üf)ere6 Witt aö fid^ felbfi, 25 
t)erbunben fein muffen, wenn fie benfelben STOann in ^ö^erem 
SKter ni(^t ifoliren unb öerbüflern foH. ©ie wirb aud^ im 
günjiigjien %aVlc neben ben warmfien SSere^rern bittere 
gelnbe aufregen, ©ic wirb boppelt »er^angniß^oÖ für einen 
itüuig, bem Slnbere fo feiten fieser unb gleid^bere^tigt geo© 
genüber treten, bem bie offen^erjigflen greunbe immer nod^ 
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bett)unbcrnbe <Sä)mdä}Ux n)crbcn, ungleid^ in i^rcm 5Ber^ 
galten, balb unfrei im f)6ftfd&cn Sannc feiner 3Raiefiat, halb 
im @efüf)l i^rer Siedete unjufriebene !EaWer. 

2)em Äönig griebrld^ aber tt)urbe tiefet Sebürfhif nac^ 
5 ibealen SSerf^oltnlffen unb bie ©e^nfud^t nad^^ SKenfd^en, bie 
feinem »^erjen ©etegenöeit gaben, fid^ rüdf^altölod auftu^ 
f(^liefen, junad^fl imä) feinen bur(j^brlngenben ©ci^arfbUcf 
gefreujt, unb burd^ eine unbefied^Iid^e SBa^rf)elt6liebe, ttjeld^e 
allen SCaufd^ungen feinb mt, \iä) gegen jebe SHufion un^ 

lo n>iHlg firäubte, ben @d^ein überall »erad^tete, immer bem 
ffern ber Singe nad^fpürte. 2)iefe prufenbe Sluffaffung beö 
8eben^ unb feiner ^^^flic^ten allein mod^te ifjm ein guter 
©d^u^ gegen bie 3;aufd^ungen werben, tt)eld^e ben p^antafie*! 
öoUen Sürfien, wo er Vertrauen fd^enft, häufiger franfen afö 

15 ben ?ßrit)atmann. Slber fein ©d^arffinn jeigte fid^ aud^ atö 
wilbe Saune, weld^e f(^onungdlo6, farfaflifd^ unb fpottlujiig 
t)ern)üftete. ©d^arf iji fein Slid für bie ©d^Wadben 2ln^ 
berer ; wo er eine Sloßie erfpa^t, tt>o i^n frembe Slrt ärgert 
ober reijt, ba rüf)rt fid^ Itjm bie beweglid^e 3unge. greunbe 

20 unb geinbe trifft fd^onung6lo6 fein SBort ; aud^ wo ©d^wei^ 
gen unb Erträgen »on jeber SSorfid^t geboten iji, t>ermag er 
nid^t [iä) ju be^errfd^en ; bann ifl feine ©eele wie »erwanbelt, 
erbarmungslos, unenblid^, übertreibenb \)erjief)t er fic^ baö 
Silb beS Slnbern jur ifanifatur. ©ic^t man na^er gu, fo ift 

zr^ freilid^ aud^ hierbei bie greube an ber geiftigen ?ßrobuction 
bie ^auptfad^e, er befreit fid^ felbfl t)on einem un^olben 
(Slnbrudf, inbem er gegen fein Opfer imjjroöifirt, er malt lirt 
©roteSfc mit innerem ©e^agen, unb er wunbert fi(^ wo^l, 
wenn ber ^Betroffene tief tjerle^t aud^ wieber gegen i^n in 

30 ggSaffen tritt, ©e^r auffaHenb ifi barin feine Sle^nlid^feit 
mit Sut^er. !Dap eS nid^t würbig ifl unb t^kM^t nid^t 
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flcjicmcnb, fümmert ben ffonlg fo »cnig atö bcn ^Reformator, 
bcibc fmb in einer Slufregung, tt)ie auf ber Sagb, beibe t>er? 
geffen über ble greube be^ itampfeö gäujUd^ bic folgen. 
Selbe f^abm fi(^ felbjl unb i^rer großen ©ad^e baburd^ ernfl* 
^aft gefd^abet unb fid^ aufrl^tig gett>unbert, mnn fle ba6 5 
einmal erfannten. greilld^ finb ble Äeulenfc^lage, ioeld^e ber 
grofle SKönd^ beö fed^je^nten Sa^r^unbertö fü^rt, bei SBeltem 
furd^tbarer atö ble ©tld^e, mlä)t ber gro^e gürfi Im 3cltalter 
ber SlufHarung auöt^ellt Slber tt)enn ber ffonlg nedft unb 
f)o§nt unb tJletfeld^t einmal bo^^aft jtt>ldft, fo wirb il)m baö lo 
unartige SBefen fd^njerer öerjle^en ,• benn eö Iji ^auflg fein 
gleld^er ffam^f, ben er mit feinen Opfern füljrt. @o f)at ber 
große gürji alle feine polltlfd^en ©egner be^anbelt unb tobtlld^e 
gelnbf(^aft gegen fld^ aufgeregt; über ble 5ßompabour In 
granfreld^, über ffalferln ©llfabet^ unb Äalferln STOaria 15 
3;§erefia i)at er an ber 3;afel gefd^erjt, belßenbe aSerfe unb 
^ßamp^lete in Umlauf gefegt. ©0 iiat er fein 2)ld^terlbeat 
S$oltalre batb gejireld^elt, balb gefd^olten unb gefragt. So 
tjerfu^r er aber aud^ mit SRenfd^en, tt>etd^e er tolrflld^ ^od^ 
fc^a^te, benen er baö größte SSertrauen fd^enfte, ble er In ben 20 
ifretö feiner greunbe aufgenommen. @r ^atte ben SKarqufö 
b'Slrgenö an feinen ^of gebogen, jum ffammerfjerrn gemad^t, 
gum sroitglleb ber Slfabemle, ju einem feiner näd^fien unb 
llebflen ©enoffen. 2)le S3rlefe, n^eld^e er l^m au^ ben ge(b^ 
lagern be^ flebenjä^rlgen Ätlegeö fd^rleb, gef)oren gu ben 25 
fd^önften unb rü^renbften (Erinnerungen, ble unö "oon bem 
itonlge geblieben flnb. Sltö grlebrld^ auö bem 5trlege ^elm^ 
fe^rt, Ifl i^m eine liebe <&of nung, baß ber SRarquld bei iijm 
in ©an^fouci »o^nen foll. Unb »enlge 3af)re barauf Ift 
blefe« fd^one aSer^ältnlß in t>er pelnlld^jien SBelfe geloft. SBle 30 
toax bad boc^ moglld^ ? 2)er SiRarqule ioar »lelleld^t ber befte 
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granjofe, im ber Jtinlg an fid^ flefcffclt, ein 9Kann tjoti S^re, 
felnpil^lenb, gcbllbct, bem Äonlg in SBa^r^cit ergeben. Slbet 
er n^ar mbtx ein bebeutenber, no^ ein befonberd fräpiger 
9Äann. Sänge Sa^re ^atte ber iCönig in i^m einen ®ele^ 
5 ttn bewunbert, tt)ad er nid^t »ar, einen tt>eifen, Maren, fiebern 
^^ilofo^^en mit gefälligem SBi^ unb frifc^er Saune, er f)attt 
fid^ fein SSilb ganj gemüt^lici^ unb ^joetifd^ gugerid^tet. 3eftt' 
bei bem taglid^en 3ufammenfein, fanb ber Äonig fid^ ge# 
thu\ä)i, ein n)eid^Ii(^e6 SBefen be6 grangofen, baö mit ber 

10 eigenen itränflid^feit -^^^od^onbrifd^ f^)ielte, ärgerte i^n; er 
begann ju erfennen, baf ber gealterte 9Karqui^ »eber ein 
großem iEalent, nod^ »on befonber^ fiarfem ®ei|i »ar; baö 
Sbeaf, baö er fid^ »on i^m gemad^t, tt>ar geftört. 2)a be^ 
ginnt ber Äonig il)n wegen feiner 'SBei^Ii(^felt ju »erfpotteuf 

15 ber em^ftnbKd^^e S^^anjofe txUüH Urlaub, gur ^erftellung 
feiner ©efunb^eit auf einige SWonate nad^f granfreid^ gu 
reifen. 2)er Äonig ifl burd^ bied übellaunifd^e SBefen »erle^ 
unb fä^rt fort, in ben greunbe^briefen,- tt>eld^e er i^m nad^^^ 
fenbet, bied itranft^un gu ^ß^nen. 3n granfreid^ folle fid^ 

20 jeftt ein 2BSrn>olf geigen, fein ßmlfd, baf ber ÜKarquid 
bie« fei, ate ^Preuße, unb in feiner Häglid^en ffranfen^ülle. 
Db er jeftt Reine itinber effe? S)ie Unart ^abe er bod^ 
fonfl nid^t gehabt, aber auf Steifen dnbere fid^ aSiele« am 
3Äenfd^en. !Der SKarqui6 bleibt fiatt n>eniger fWonate gtt)ei 

25 SBinter ; atö er gurüdtfe^ren tt>ill, fenbet er S^ugnijfe feiner 
Slergte; ttja^rfd^^einlid^ tt>ar ber warfre "Sltann in ber Zf)(d 
franf genjefen, aber ben Äonig ^erteftt biefe unbe^ilflid^e 
Segitimation eined alten 55reunbe6 im Snnerfien. Unb »ie 
biefer gurüdffe^rt, ifi bad alte SSer^iltnif \)erbprben. 3lcäf 

30 tt>ill iiin ber itßnig nid^t loölaffen, aber er gefallt fid^f barin, 
burd^ ®ta(^elreben unb ftarfe ©d^erge ben iEreulofen ju 
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firafen. 3)a forbert bec S^anjofe, in ticffter ©cclc gcfränft, 
feine Snttaffung. @r erhalt fic, unb man erfennt bcn 
©d^mcrj unb 3ottt bcd Äonije aud im SScfd^eibc. STtö 
bcr 9Karquid in bcm fefttett Srief, ben er »or feinem 2^obe 
bem itonig fd^rieb, nod^ einmal nid^t o^ne Sltterfeit .»orf)aIt, 5 
tt>ie ^o^nenb unb fd^Ied^t er einen uneigennu^lgen 9Seref)rer 
bel^anbelt, ba laö ber ifonig fd^ttjeigenb ben SSrief. Slber an 
bie SBittwe be^ Siebten f(^rieb er betrübt »on feiner Steunb^ 
fd^aft füt i^ren ©atten, unb lief i^m in frembem 8anb ein 
foftbare6 !DenfmaI errid^ten. — SKit ben meiften feiner Sieben 10 
ging eö bem großen Surften fo; magifd^ tt)ie feine 5traft, anju^ 
sieben, ebenfo bämonif^ voax feine gä^igfeit, abjuftof en. SBer 
aber barin einen Segler beö SJlanneö freiten tt>l% bem fei bie 
2[nttt)ort, bap eö in ber ©efc^id^te faum einen anbern ifonig 
gegeben f^at, ber in fo großartiger SBeife fein ge^elmfte^ ©ee^ 15 
lenleben feinen greunben aufgefd^iojfen ^at, atö griebrid^. 

SBenige SÄonbe trug griebrid^ II. bie 5h:one, ba fiarb 
Äaifer ffarl VI. Seftt trieb ben jungen ffönig StHed, ein 
großes ©piel ju tt)agen. 2)af er fold^en @ntfd^(up faßte, 
»ar troft ber augenblidfUd^en ©d^njad^e Defterreid^ö bod^ an 20 
fid^ Seid&en eine^ fedfen 9Kut^ö. 2)ie Sänber, ttjeld^e er 
regierte, jaulten ttcoa ein ©iebent^eil ber 9Kenfd^enmaffe, 
toeld^e in bem «weiten ©ebiet ber SKaria iE^erefia lebte. @6 
Ifl toafjx, fein ^eer n^ar »orldufig bem ojierreid^lfd^en an 3a^I 
unb ffrieg^tüd^tigfeit ttjeit überlegen, unb nad^ ber SBorfieKung 25 
ber Seit war bie SJlaffe beö SSotted nid^t in ber SBeife jur 
©rgänjung beö ^eereö geeignet, vok jeftt. Unb ttjenig a^nte 
er bie @röfe SRaria S^^erefia'd. Slber fd^on in ben SSor^ 
bereitun^en jum Sinmarfd^ ben)ie8 ber Jtonig, baf er lange 
barauf gehofft, fic^ mit Deflerreid^ ju meffen, in gehobener 30 
Stimmung begann er einen itam^f, ber für fein Seben unb 



ba6 feined Staate^ cntfd^cibcnb »erben foHte. SBenlg füm:? 
merte Itjn im ©runbe ba^ Siecht, ml^t^ er auf fd^Iefifc^ 
i^eriogt^iimer ettt)a nod^ ^atte unb burd^ feine Gebern üor 
@uroj)a ju ern^eifen fu(^te. 2)ie ?ßolitif ber be^potifd&en 

5 Qtaatm M fiebenje^nten unb ad^tje^nten Sa^r^unbertd 
forgte barum überf)aupt nicift SBer feiner ®aä)t einen guten 
©d^ein geben fonnte, benu^te aud^ biefe^ STOlttel; im 9iotf)fall 
n^ar aud^ ber untt)a^rfd^einlid^jie Seweiö, ber fd^alfie ^ox^ 
tt)attb genug, ©o ^atte 8ubtt)lg XIV. gefriegt, fo f)atk ber 

10 ffaifer gegen bie S^ürfen, Italiener, 2)eutfd^en, granjofen unb 
Spanier fein 3ntereffc »erfolgt, fo toax bem großen iturfurjien 
ein Xf)tH feiner @rfo(ge bur^ Slnbere üerborben ttjorben. 
®rabe ba, tt>o baö SRed^t ber ^o^enjoHern am beutlid^jien 
gefprod^en f)atk, — wie in 5ßommem, — »aren fie am meljien 

IS t>erfürjt it>orben, unb burd^ 5Riemanb me^r atö burd^ ben 
itaifer unb baö ^aM JQaUhnxQ. 3eftt fud^te ein ^o^cn« 
jollern bie 9lad^e. ,, Sei mein Sicero unb beiveife baö 
dttdft meiner ©a(^e, l^ n^erbe bein Safar fein unb fie bur^s? 
füf)ren/' fd^rieb griebrid^ feinem Sorban nad^ bem (Sinmarfd^ 

20 in ©d^lefien. Seid^t mit beflügeltem ©d^ritt tt)ie jum iEanjc 
betrat ber Äonig bie gelber feiner Siege. Smmer nod^ war 
Ijeiterer Sebenögenu^, ba6 füf e Sianbeln mit SSerfen, geijiioolle6 
©eplauber mit feinen SSertrauten über bie greuben be^ 
3;age^, über @ott, Statur unb Unflerblid^feit, waö er für ba6 

25 ©alj feinet Sebenö ^ielt. 2lber bie gro^e Slrbeit, in bie er 
getreten war, begann i^re SBirfungen auf feine ©eele fd^on 
nad^ ben erjien SBod^en, be^or er nod^ bie geuerprobe ber 
erften großen ©d^lad^t burc^gemad^t f)attt. Unb fie ^ot 
feitbem an feiner ©eele gejammert unb gef^miebet, biö fie 

30 fein §aar grau färbte unb baö feurige ^erj ju flingenbem 
SRetall »erl)artete. 2Rit ber wunber^ollen fflar^eit, bie i^m 



(7 



2)cr (Btaat Sricbrid^d bed ©rofcn. 21 

eigen war, beobad^tete er ben SSeginn blefer Slenberungen. 
SBie ein Srember fa^ er f(i^on bamafö auf fein eigene^ Seben. 
„!Du n>ir|imid^ ^^ilofoj)^ifd^er finben, atö bu benfft/' fd^reibt 
er bem Sreunbe, „ iä) hin eö immer gewefen, balb me^r balb 
weniger. aWeine 3ugenb, baö geuer ber Seibenfc^aft, bad 5 
SSerlangen nad^ JRu^m, ja, um bir 3liä)t^ ju verbergen, aud^ 
bie 9?eugierbe, enbli^ ein geheimer Snfiinft f)abm mid^ au^ 
ber füf en 3iu^e getrieben, bie id^ genofi, unb ber SBunfd^^ 
meinen Flamen in ber ©efd^id^te ju fe^en, ^at mid^ feitab 
gefüf)rt. 5fomm f^x ju mir, bie ?ß^iIofop^ie behalt i^re Siedete, 10 
unb id^ »erfid^ere bid^, tomn id^ nid^t biefe öerbammtc SSor? 
liebe für ben 9lu^m tjaüt, lä) würbe nur an ru^ige^ SSe^agen 
benfen." 

Unb atö ber treue Sorban in feine SRa^e fommt unb er 
benSÄann be6 frieblid|en ©enuffeö furd^tfam unb unbe^ag^^ 15 
liäf im gelbe ficf)t, ba em^ftnbet ber Äonig ^)lüftlidb, baf er ein 
Slnberer unb ©tarferer geworben ift. 2)er Slnfommenbe 
war »on i^m fo lange atö ber ©ele^rtere geehrt worben, er 
^atte if)m SSerfe gebejfert, ©riefe fiilifirt, in itenntnif ber 
gried^ifdben ®elef)rtenfd^uten war er i^m weit überlegen 20 
gewefen. Unb troft aller ^)^itofop^ifd^en Silbung mad^^te er 
bem itonig jeftt ben SinbrudE eined STOanne^ o^ne SRutf); 
mit ^erbem ©))otte fu^r ber Äonig gegen i^n I06. Unb in 
einer feiner bejien 3m^)ro\)ifatlonen fleHt er fid^ felbjl atö 
Ärieger bem weid^lid^en ^^ilofop^en gegenüber. ©0 unbillig 25 
bie ©i)ottüerfe waren, mit benen er i^n immer wieber über^ 
fd^üttete, fo fd^nell war bod^ aud^ bie SRüdffe^r ber alten 
^erjlid^en Sm^ftnbung. Slber ed war aud^ ber erjie leife 
gingerjeig be« ©d^idffate für ben itönig felbp ; nod^ op follte 
i^m ba^ Oleid^e begegnen, er follte wert^e STOänner, treues© 
greunbc einen nad^ bem anbern tjerlieren, nid^t nur burd^ 

F. 
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bcn 2;öb, ttod^ mc^r burd^ bie Jt&tte unb Sntfrcmbung, »cid^c 
jÄifd^ctt feinem unb intern SBefen fic^ auftrat. !Denn ber 
SBeg, btn er jeftt betreten ^atte, foUte alle ®röf e, aber aud^ 
aKe 6infeltigfeiten feiner Statur immer ftärfer au6bilben, bid 
5 an bie ©renje be« 3Renfd^lid5>en; je ^B^er er fid^ felbfi über 
bie ?lnbem er^ob, beflo Heiner muf te i^m i^r SBefen erfd^ei^ 
nen; faji SlUe, bie er in fpäteren Sauren mit bem eigenen.. 
üRaf e maf, waren wenig im ©tanbe, babei ju bejlef)en. Unb 
baö 2Rif besagen unb bie Snttäufd^ung, bie er bann em^finben 

lo foHte, würben wieber fd^arfer unb rudEfid^töIofer, itö er felbft 
auf einfamer JQbfjc auö Slugen, bie Wie ^orn in bem »er^ 
fieinerten Slntlift ftanben, auf baö S^relben ber SKenfd^en ju 
feinen gü^en ^erunterfaf). Smmer aber itö ju feinen legten 
©tunben würbe ber bur^fbringenbe ©tra^I feinet prüfenben 

1 5 Slidfeö unterbrod^en burd^ ben gellen ©lanj einer weid^en 
menfd^Iic^en @m^)finbung. Unb ba^ biefe ii)m blieb, mad^t 
bie grope tragifd^e ©eflalt für un6 fo rü^renb. 

3eftt freilid^ im erfien 5h:iege fie^t er auf bie fliOe JRu^e 
feinet „SRemuöberg" nod^ mit ©e^nfud^^t jurüdE unb tief fu^tt 

20 er ben 3wang eined ungeheuren ©efd^idEö, ber i^n bereite um^ 
giebt. „ßö iji fd^wer, mit ©teid^mut^ bieö @lücf un.b 
Unglüdf ju ertragen/' fd^reibt er; „wol fann man falt fd^einen 
im ®lüdf unb unberüf^rt bei SSerlufien, bie 3üge beö ©efid&t^ 
Unntn fid^ öerfieHen, aber ber SÄann, ba6 3nnere, bie galten 

25 bed t^erjenö werben beöf^alb nid^t weniger angegriffen." Unb 
^offnuttg6t)oU fd^Ue^t er: „2lHe^, toa^ i^ »on mir wünfc^e, 
iji bod^ nur, ba^ bie ©rfolge nid^t meine menfd^tld^en @mj)fin« 
bungen unb ilugenben »erberben, iu benen id^ mid^ immer 
befannt ^abe. 3Kßd^ten meine greunbe mid^ fo finben, wie 

30 id^ immer gewefen bin." Unb am 6nbe bed Äriegeö fd^reibt 
er: „©ie^, bein greunb ift jum jweitenmal ©ieger. SQSer 
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^attc öor einigen So^en gefagt^ bap bein ©d^ület in fccr 
qj^itofop^le eine militarifd^e gioBe in btx SBelt fpielen tt)erbe? 
bap bie SSorfe^ung einen 3)icl^teic auderfetjen toürbe, baö 
politifd^e ©^jiem (Suxopa'^ umjuftürjen?" — ®o frif^ «nb 
jung enH)fanb griebrid^, atö tn aud bem erfien Kriege im 5 
3;riunn)^juge nad^ Serlin jurücffe^rte. 

3um jmeijenmat jie^t er ou^, ©d^lefien ju be^aii;|>ten. 
SBieber Ifi er Sieger, [d^on ^at er ba6 ruf)ifle ©.elbftflefü^l 
eineö er^)robten Selb^errn, lebhaft ift feine greube über bie 
®üte feiner %xvL'p)fm. „SlHeö, n)a^ mir bei biefem ©iege 10 
fd^meid^elt," fd^reibt er an grau öon Sama^, „ift, bap id^ 
burd^ ben fd^nellen Sntfd^lup unb m fü^ne6 9Kanoeut)re jur 
©r^altung fo t?ieler brauen Seute beitragen fonnte. 3d^ 
n)oHte nid^ ben geringften, meiner ©olbaten um eitlen 3lut)m, 
ber mid^ nid^t mef)r taufd^l, t)ern)unben taffen." 2lber mitten 1 5 
in ben itampf fiel ber Siob-öon jmei feiner Uebfien greunbe, 
Sorban unb ita^feriingf. 9iü^renb ift feine Älage. ,,3n 
tt)eniger atö brei Söionaten fjabe id^ meine beij)en treueflen 
greunbe verloren, Seute, mit benen id^ taglid^ gelebt fjabc, 
anmut^ige ©efellfd^after, e^renn>ertöe 9Ränner unb tt>a^rc 20 
greunbe. @^ ifi fd^mer für ein ^^erj, ba^fo em^)finbfam 
gefd^affen tt)urbe tt>ie ba^ meine, ben tiefen ©d^merj jurüdfju^ 
brängen. 5te^re id^ nad^ Serlin jurüdf, id^ tt)erbe fafl fremb 
in meinem eigenen SSaterlanbe, ifolirt in meinem «§aufe fein. 
Slud& ©ie r)aben ba^ ©d^icffat gehabt, auf einmal »iele $er^ 25 
fönen ju t^erlieren, bie ^f^mn lieb tt>aren; id^ beiDunbere 
3^ren Sölutl), aber nad^a^men fann i^ i^n nid^t. 5!Äeine 
einjige Hoffnung iji bie 3^it/ bie mit SlHem ju (Snbe fommt, 
tt)a^ e^ in ber Slatur giebt ©ie fangt an bie (Sinbrüdfe in 
unferm Oe^irn ju fd^wäd^en, unb ^ört bamit auf unö felbfl 30 
}U öernid^ten. 3d{> fürd^te mid^ je^t öor allen ben Orten, 
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votläfc mir bic traurige (Erinnerung an Sreunbe, ble iä) für 
immer verloren f)aic, jurutfrufen." — Unb nod^ »ier SBod^en 
naäf bem S^obe fd^reibt er berfelben Stcunbin, bie i^n ju 
trJften t>erfud^te: „Olouben @ie nid^t, ba^ ber Drong ber 

5 ®e[d^afte unb ©efa^ren in ber S^rourigfeit jerflreut, id^ W)eif 
ou^ (Erfahrung, ba3 ifi ein fd^Ieci^teö SJfittel. Seiber fmb 
erft toler SBod^en »ergangen, feit meine S^^ranen unb mein 
©d^merj begann, aber nad^ ben heftigen SlnfaHen ber crflen 
3;age fuf)Ie id^ mid^ je^t ebenfo traurig, ebenfo u^enig ge^? 

10 trojiet, atö im Slnfang." Unb aK i^m fein tt)ürbiger ©rjie^er 
35u^an auö ber ^interfaffenfd^aft 3orban'^ einige franaßfifd^e 
SBüd^er fd^irft, bie ber 5t5nig begefjrt ^atte, fd^rieb ber gürfl 
ttod^ im ®})atf)erbfi beffelben 3a^re^: „3Kir famen bie 
S^ranen in bie 2fugen, alö id^ bie Sudler meinet armen 

15 gefd^iebenen Sorban öffnete; id^ ^abe if)n fo fefjr geliebt unb 
e^ tt)irb mir fefjr fd^tt)er ju benfen, ba^ er nidf^t me^r iji." — 
Siid^t lange unb ber ffonig »erlor aud^ ben Vertrauten, an 
bm biefer ©rief gerid^tet ifl. 

2)er SSerlufi ber Sugenbfreunbe im 3a^re 1745 bilbet 

20 einen tt)id^tigen 2lbfd^nitt im innern geben be^ 5tönig6. 9Kit 
ben uneigennütigen efjrlid^en üKannern jiarb if)m faji SlHed, 
tt>a^ i^n im SSerfe^r mit.Slnbern glüdflid^ gemacht ^atte. 2)ie 
SSerbinbungen, in tt>eld^e er je^t atö 9J?ann trat, tt)aren 
fammtlid^ t?on anberer Slrt. 2lud^ bie beften ber neuen 

25 Sefannten tt>urben t)iencid^t SSertraute einzelner ©tunben, 
nid^t bie greunbe feinet ^erjenö. !Da^ Sebürfni^ nad^ 
anregenbem geiftigen SBerte^r blieb, ja e^ tt>urbe ftarfer unb 
an fprud^6t)oBer. 2)enn er ift anä) barin eine einjige Srfd^ei^ 
nung, er fonnte ^eitere unb t)ertrauendüoIIe SBer^altniffe 

30 niemafö entbehren, nid^t ba^ leidste, faft rödf^alt^Iofe ©ejjlau^ 
ber, tt>e(d^e^ burd^ aUe ©d^attirungen menfd^Iid^er ©tim^ 
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mung, tfcffinnig ober fxlool, t)on bcn groften gragcn be^ 
9Kenfcl5engefd^Icd^tö bi^ ju ben ffclnficn JEogcöcrclgniffen 
^erabflattcrte. Olcid^ nad^ feiner S^^ronbefiefgung i)atk er an 
Soltaire gefd^tfeben unb ifjn ju fid^ emgelaben ; er tt)ar mit 
bem granjofen juerfl 1740 auf einer Sieife bei SBefel jufam^ 5 
mengetroffen, furj barauf tt)ar SSoltaire auf tt>enlge S^age für 
fd^ttjere^ ®elb nad^ Serlin gefommen, er ^atte fd^on bamatö 
bem itönig ben ©inbrudt eine^ 5ftarren gemad^t, aber griebrld^ 
füf)Ite bod^ eine unenblid^e SBere^rung t)or bem Zaknt be^ 
SDlanne^; SSoltaire tt>ar if)m ber größte Did^ter aUer ^dtm, 10 
i&ofmarfc^an be6 5ßarnaffe6, auf bem ber ifonig felbfl fo 
gern eine 9ioIIe fpielen ttJoHte. Smmer jiarfer tt)urbe S^leb^ 
rid^'^ SBunfd^, ben 9Jlann ju befi^en. Sr betrachtete ftd^ 
atö feinen ©d^üler, er tt)ünfd^te jeben feiner S5erfe burd^ ben 
SReifier gebilligt, er led^jte unter feinen marfifd^en Dficieren 15 
naä) bem SBift unb ®eift ber eleganten S^^anjofen ; enbtid^ 
toar aud^ bie ©telfeit eine^ ©ouüerdnö babei, er voollte ein 
Sürfl ber fd^onen ©eifler unb $^itofo})^en ttjerben, tt>ie er 
ein ru^mgefronter ^eerfu^rer gett)orben mar. ©eit bem 
jttjeiten fd^lefifd^en ifriege iourben jumeifi bie ^remben feine 20 
Vertrauten; feit 1750 tt)arb i^m bie Sreube, aud^ ben grofen 
SSoltaire afö 2Ritglieb feinet ^of^alte^ bei fid^ ju fefjen. ^6 
toar fein Unglüdf, baf ber fd^led^te SDlann nur ioehige Sa^re 
unter ben ^Barbaren au6f)ielt. 

!Diefe jeßn 3af)re t?on 1746 bi6 1756 fmb e^, in benen 25 
?5ricbrid^ atö ©d^riftfleHer (Selbfigefü^l unb eine Sebeutung 
gett>ann, tt)eld^e nod^ ^eut in 2)eutfd^lanb nid^t nac^ ©ebü^r 
gett)firbigt tt)irb. Ueber feine franjofifd^en SSerfe vermag ber 
2)eutfd^e nur unüoKfianbig ju urt^eilen. @r tt)ar ein be^en^^ 
ber Did^ter, bem fid^ mü^eloö jebe Stimmung in 9ieim unb 30 
SSer6 fügte. @r f)at aber in feiner S^rif bie @d^tt)ierigfeiten 
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bcc frcmbcn ©prad^e vor ben 5lugen cined Stanjofert niemaö 
t)onfianbi9 übcwunbcn, tt)ic flcifig au^ feine Vertrauten 
burd^fa^en ; ja e^ fehlte iijm, tt)ie un^ fid^eint, immer an tct 
gleld^mäplgcn r^etorljtj^en ©timmung, Reitern ©tif, ber in bet 
5 3elt ajoltaire'ö ba6 »erfle 5f ehnjeld^en eine^ berufenen 2)id^tet« 
ttoar ; benn neben föboncn unb erf)abenen ©äftcn in pxh^i^ 
ger ?ß^rafe jiorten triviale ©ebanfen unb banoler äu6brudf. 
2lud^ feine ©efd&macföbilbung tt)ar nid^t fidler unb felbfiänbig 
genug ; er toax in feinem aft^etifd^en Urt^eil fd^neU betvun^ 

lo bernb, furj abfpved^enb, aber in ber ©tiflc mit abhängiger von 
berSöteinung feinet franjöfifd^en Sefannten, atö fein ©tolj 
eingeräumt -^atte. 5)ad SSefie, tt>a$ in ber franjofifd^en ^Juefte 
tamatö erblühte, bie StüdEfe^r jur 5Ratur unb ber Äam)}f 
fd^oner Sffia^r^eit gegen bie Seffcln ber alten Sonvenienj, blieb 

1 5 bem 5tonig unverjianblid^ ; SRouffeau tt>ar i^m lange 3^it ein 
ercentrifd^er armer S^eufel, unb ber qetviffen^afte unb lautere 
Oeifi iDiberot'^ galt i^m gar für feid^t. Unb bennod^ fd&eint 
un6, bafi m feinen ©ebid^ten unb grabe in ben leidsten 3m^ 
provifationen, bie er feinen Sreunben gönnt, nid^t feiten ein 

2o aieid^t^um an poetifd^em 2)etait unb ein ^erjgeivinnenber 
3;on wahren Oefü^tö burd^brid^t, um ben i^n ivenigflenö 
fein SSorbilb SSoltaire beneiben fonnte. 

SBie bie (Sommentare ©afar'^ ifi griebrid^'^ ©efd^id^te 
feiner 3eit einc^ ber bebeutenbflen 2)enfmale ber ^iflorifd^en 

25 Siteratur. 6ö ifi wa^r, er fd^rieb gleid^ bem romifd^en gelb^ 
^errn, gteid^ jebem ^anbetnben Staatsmann bie Sl^atfad^en fo, 
ivie fie in ber ©eele eined Set^eiligten reflectiren, nid^t SltleS 
iji von if)m gleid^mafiig geivürbigt, unb nid^t jeber 5ßartei 
gönnt er i^r befiel ?lttä)t; aber er tt)eif unenblid^ Sicleö, tva6 

30 jebem Semfie^enben verborgen bleibt, unb fu^rt nid^t un^ 
parteiifd^/ aber aud^ gegen feine Oegner ^od^gefmnt in einige 



iimetfle tWottoe ber grof cn ©relgntffc ein. @r fd^ricb gun>eUen 
u^nc ben grofen 2Ip^)orat, ben ein ^i^oxiUx "oon ^a^ um 
[id^ fammeln muft e^ begegnete i^m ba^er, baf (Srinnerung 
imb Urt^eil, fo 3Ut)erliffig beibe fmb, i^n an elnjetnen ©teKen 
im @tld^ Hefen; enblid^ fd^^leb er eine Sfpologfe feinet »^aufe^, 5 
[einer ^ßolitif, feiner Selbaüge, unb »le Säfar, t)erfd^tt)eigt er 
einigemol nnb legt bie Sl^atfod^en fo jured^t, toit er fie auf 
bie golgejelt gebrad^t tt)ünfd&t. Slber bk SBa^r^eit^Uebe unb 
Offen^erjigfelt, mit ber er fein ^aud unb fein eignet Sl^un 
be^anbelt, ifi bennod^ nid^t tt)eniger bett)unbern^tt)ert^, atö bie 10 
fouüeräne 3lu^e unb Srei^eit, in ber er über ben Gegebenheiten 
fc^tt>ebt, troft ber Keinen r^etorifd^en ©d^nörfel, »eld^e im 
Oefd^madt ber ^dt tagen. 

@rjiaunttd& n)ie feine grud^tbarfeit iji feine SBielfettigfeifc 
@iner ber größten SDlilitärfd^riftfleH^r, ein bebeutenber ®e^ 15 
fdbid^tfd^reiber, be^enber 3)id^ter, unb baneben populärer ^f)U 
lofop^, praftifd^r ^taatMann, ja fogar anonijmer, fe^r 
auögelaffener 5ßampf)Ietfd^reiber unb einigemal Sournaliji, ifl 
er fiet^ bereit, für SlHe^, tt>a^ i^n erfüKt, erttjarmt, begeijiert, 
mit ber Seber in'^ gelb ju gießen, unb Seben anjugreifen in 20 
aJerfen unb 5ßrofa, ber i^n reijt ober ärgert, nid^t nur 5ßapji 
unb itaiferin, Sefuiten unb ^oKänbifd^e ßeitung^fd^reiber, 
an^ alte greunbe, tt)enn fie i^m lau erfd^einen, tt>a« er nid^t 
leiben fann, ober mnn fie gar üon i^m abjufaKen bro^en. 
2lBe^ xt>a^ itjtn lieb ifi, feiert er burd^ ©ebid^te ober Sobreben: 25 
bie erhabenen Se^ren feiner ^P^ilofop^ie, feine Sreunbe, fein 
.§eer, grei^eit be^ ©lauben^, felbflänblge gorfd^ung, S^oleranj 
unb Silbung be^ aSoIfeö. 

©robemb fjattt ber @elfl griebri^'6 fid^ nad^ allen 5Rid^:^ 
tungen ausgebreitet. SS gab, fo fd^ien eö, fein ^inbernif, 30 
bad i^n auffielt, tt)o ber S^rgeij antrieb, ju fiegen. 2)a famen 
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bie 3a^rc ber Prüfung, fiebcn 3a^rc fiird^tbarer, ^erjqualenbcc 
©orgen. Die grof c 5ßeriobc, tt)o bcm rcid^en ^od^fliegcnbcn 
©eijie bic fd&werjlen aufgaben, ble je ein SKenfd^ bejianben, 
auferlegt würben, tt)o i^m faji SlUe^ unterging, »a^ er für fid^ 
5 fetbjl an greube unb Olücf, an t&offnungen unb egoijiifd^em 
Se^agen befaf, tt)o aud^ ^otbeö unb Slnmut^igcö in bem 
SDlenfd^en jlerben foHte, bamit er ber entfagenbe gurji feinet 
aSoIfeö, ber grof e Seamte be^ QtaaU^, ber ^elb einer Station 
würbe. 3li(i)t eroberung^lufiig jog er bie^mal in ben i?ann)f ; 

lo baf er um fein unb feinet Staaten geben ju fanH)fen ^otte, 
war i^m lange üor^er beutlid^ geworben. Slber um fo ^o^er 
wu<]^d i^m ber Sntfd^lufi. SBie ber ©turmwinb woUte er in 
bie SBolfen bred^en, bie fid^ t)on allen Seiten um fein «i^aupt 
jufammenjogen. JDurd^ bie Energie eine^ unwiberfte^lid^en 

15 SlngriffS gebadete er bie SBetter ju gert^eilen, beüor fie fid^ 
entluben. Gr war bid ba^in nie befiegt worben, feine geinbe 
waren gefd^Iagen, fo oft er, fein furd^tbared SÖerfjeug, baö 
^eer, in ber ^anh, auf fie gejiofien war. !Da^ war eine 
Hoffnung, bie einjige. SBenn i^m auä) bieömal er^)robte 

20 ©ewalt nid^t öerfagte, fo mo^te er feinen ©taat retten. 

Slber gleid^ bei bem erjien 3ufammentreffen mit ben 
Defierreid^ern, ben aüm Seinben, fa^ er, baf aud^ fie öon i^m 
gelernt Ratten unb Slnbere geworben waren. Si$ jum 
äeugerften ftoannte er feine 5traft, unb bei SoKin üer[agte fie 

25 i^m. 3)er 18. 3uni 1757 ifl ber t?er^angnipt)oafle 2:ag in 
Sriebrid^'^ geben. 2)ort begegnete, \t>a^ i^m nod^ jweimat in 
biefem 5triege ben ©ieg entriß: ber gelb^err ^atte feine 
Seinbe ju gering gead^tet, er f^atk feinem eigenen ta^^fern 
^eere ba^ Uebermenfd^Hc^e gugemut^et. 9la^ einer furjen 

3oSetäubung ^ob fid^ Sriebrid^ in neuer 5traft. Slud bem 
Slngrif^friege war er auf eine t>erjweifelte 3)efenfi\>e ange«» 
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iDlefen, "oon allen ©citen brad^cn Mc ©egner gegen fein 
Helneö 8anb, mit jeber großen SRad^t be^ gejilanbeö trat er 
in tJbtlid^en 5tampf, er, ber ^err über nur t?ier SDliKlonen 
SRenfd^en unb über ün gefd^lagened §eer. Seftt bettJaßrte 
«r fein Selböerrntalent, tt)ie er fid^ nad^ aSerlujien ben geln^ 5 
ben entjog unb fie tt)ieber })acfte unb fd^tug, tt)o man i^n am 
wenlgjien ertoartete, tt)ie er fid^ balb bem einen, balb bem 
anbern »&eere entgegenmarf, unübertroffen in feinen 2)i^^)o^ 
fitionen, unerfd^oj)flid^ in feinen ^ilfi^mitteln, unerreid^t alö 
gü^rer unb ©d^tad^ten^err feiner '!£ru))^)en. ©0 fianb er, 10 
einer gegen fünf, gegen Deflerreid^er, SRuffen, granjofen, t)on 
benen jeber einjetne ber ©tariere tt>ar, ju gleid^er ^t\t nod^ 
gegen ©d^n>eben unb bie 9ieid^^tru^)^)en. günf 3af)re lang 
f äm^)fte er fo gegen eine ungeheure Uebermad^t, jebeö grü^jafir 
in ©efa^r, aHein burd^ bie ^af\m erbrücft ju tt)erben, jeben 1 5 
i&erbft tt)ieber befreit. (Sin lauter 9iuf ber S5ett)unberung 
unb M 9Ritgefü^te ging burd^ Qmopa. Unb unter ben 
erjien tt)ibertt)ifligen Sobrebnern tt)aren feine ^efligflen S^inbe. 
@rabe je^t, in biefen Sauren be^ n^ed^felnben ®efd^idfe6, tt)o 
ber Äonig felbft fo bittre 3nfäHe beö ©d^lad^tenglücfö erlebte, 20 
würbe feine Kriegführung ba^ (Stauntn aller ^eere @uro^)aö. 
SaSie er feine Sinien gegen ben geinb ju jieUen tt>ußte, immer 
ate ber ©d^nettere unb ©eioanbtere, tt)ie er fo oft in fd^rager 
©teHung ben fd^ttjad^fien glüget be6 geinbeö überflügelte, 
gurücfbrangte unb jufammentt)arf, tt>ie feine 9ieiterei, bie neu 25 
gefd^affen ju ber erfien ber SBelt gett)orben tt>ar, in gurie über 
ben Seinb flürjte, feine Steigen jerrif, feine »Raufen jer^ 
fprengte, bad tt>urbe überalt atö neuer gortfd^ritt ber ^xkqßf 
fünft atö bie Grfinbung be^ größten ©enie^ gepriefen. 
35aftif unb ©trategie be^ ^jreußifd^en »§eere6 iourbe für alle 30 
SIrmeen (Smopa'^ fafi ein ^albe6 3a^r^unbert 93orbilb unb 
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ÜJlufier. ©nfilmmig n)urbe bad Urt^cll, baf gricbrid^ ber 
groftc Sclb^crr feiner 3^it fei, baf e^ »or i^m, fo lange e^ 
eine @t\ä)lä)it giebt, n)enig ^eerffl^rer gegeben, bie mit if)m 
gu t)ergleiti^en tt)ären. '2)ap bie Heinere 3a^I fo ^auftg gegen 
5 bie 9Re^rja^l fiegte, bap fle oud^ gefd^Iagen nid^t jerfd^mo^ 
fonbern, tt)enn faum ber geinb feine SBunben geseilt, f^ ixo^ 
r)cnb unb gerüjiet tt)ie früher i^m gegenufeettrat, bo6 fd^ien 
unglaubtid^. SBir aber rühmen nlri^ bie ffriegfü^rung be^ 
Äinigd allein, au^ bie fluge Sefd^eiben^eit, mit tt>etd^er er 

lo feine Eiueortaftlf fjanb^abte. (Sx tt)ufte fe^r gnt, tt?ie fe^r 
if)n bie 3lucffid^t auf 9Ragajine nnb Verpflegung beengte unb 
bie S^aufenbe i>on Äanen, auf benen er 5ßro»iant unb bie 
Slageöbebürfniffe be6 ©olbaten mit fl^ fuhren muf te. ?lber 
er tt>uf te aud^, baf biefe SJlet^obe für if)n bie einjige ^Rettung 

15 tt)ar. Sinmal, afö er na^ ber ©^(ad^t bei ^ofbad^ ben 
ben)unberriött>ert^en 5!Karfd^ nad^ ©(^lefien mad^te, 41 SÄeiten 
in funfje^n klagen, ba in ber ^Sd^jlen ©efa^r üerliefi er feine 
alte iÖiet^obe, er jog burd^ bie Sauber, tt)ie jeftt anbere 2lr< 
meen, er tiefi bie Seute ^on ben SBirt^en t?cr)jflegen. ?lber 

2o fogleid^ fe^rte er n)ieber tt)eife ju bem alten Sraud^ jurücf. 
5)enn fobalb feine geinbe if)m biefe freie Sen)egung nac^ 
mad^en lernten, tt)ar et fidler !oerloren. SBenn bie alte 
Sanbe^milij in feinen alten $tot)injen tt)iebet auffianb, bie 
©d^\t)ebert verjagen ^atf unb 6olberg unb S3erlin ta))fer 

25 t)ert^eibigte, fo liefi er fi^ ba5 jtt)ar gerne gefaKen, aber er 
^ütete fld^ fe^r, ben Sßolföfrleg ju ermuntern, unb atö fein 
ofifriefifd^eö 8anbt)ott fld^ felbjHraftig gegen bie granjofen 
er^ob unb üon biefen bapir ijaxi ^eimgefud^t tt)ürbe, ließ er 
i^m rau^ fagen, eö fei felbfi ©d^ulb baran ; benn ber 5trieg 

30 foKte für bie ©olbaten fein, für itn Sauer unb 93ürger bie 
ungefiorte Slrbeit, bie ©teuern, bie Sluö^ebung. (Sx tt>uftc 
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xoo% bafi et t)crIorcn war, tt)entt ein SBoIföWeg.in ©ad^fen 
unb So^men gegen i^n oufgeregt tt)urbe. @rabe biefe Se^ 
fd^rÄnfung be^ iimrid^tlgen gelb^enn auf blc mllitarifc^en 
gt)rmen, welche i^m aHein bcn 5tam^)f moglid^ maä)Un, mag 
ju feinen größten Sigenfd^aften gered^net it^erben. 5 

Smmet tautet tt)utbe bet ©d^tei bet Sirauet unb Se»un^ 
berung, mit tt)eld^et 5)eutfd^e unb gtembe blefem ^lobe^fampfe 
*e^ umfleHten Sowen jufa^en. <S^cn im ^afjxt 1740 n^at 
bet junge Äonig öon ben 5ßroteflanten al6 ^ßatteiganget füt 
©ebiffen^frel^eit unb SCufHatung gegen Sntoleranj unb 10 
3efuiten gefeiert tt)otben. ©eit et tt)enige ^vnote itad^ bet 
<Bä)laä)t bei SoBin bie Sranjofen bei SRo^bad^ fo grünblid^ 
gefd^Iagen ^atte, n)urbe er ber ^tlb Deutfd^lanbö, ein 3u^ 
. beiruf ber greube brad^ uberaK au$. 2)urd^ imlf^nnbcxt 
3a^re Ratten bie Stanjofcn bem \)ielget^eiften 8anb grofe 15 
Unbill sugcfügt, grabe je^t begann ba^ beutfd^e SBefen fid^ 
gegen ben (Sinflufi franjofifd^er Silbung ju fe^en, unb je^t 
tfattt ber ifonig, ber felbji bie ^)arifer SSerfe fo fe^r betoun^ 
bcrte, bie ijjarifer ©eneräle fo unübertreflid^ mit beutfd^en 
ifugetn ttjeggefd^eud^t. @d tt)ar ein fo glanjenber ©ieg, eine 20 
fo fd^mad^üotte 9iieber(age ber alten geinbe, eö tt>ax eine 
«l^erjenöfteube überall im 9ieid^ ; aud^ tt)o bie ©olbaten ber 
Sanbe^^ercen gegen Äonig fjriebrid^ im Selbe lagen, jubelten 
ba^eim 8urger unb Sauern über feine beutfd^en <&iebe. Unb 
je länger ber itrieg bauerte, je lebl)after ber Olaube an bie 25 
Unubertt)inbtid^feit be^ Äonig^ tt)urbe^ befio me^r er^ob fid^ 
ba6 ®elbjigefüi)l ber 5)eutfd^ert. ©eit langen, langen 3a^ren 
fanben fie je^t einen ^elb, auf beffen itrleg^ru^m fie fiolj 
fein burften, einen üKann, ber mc^r atö üKenfd^lid^e6 leifiete. 
Unjä^lige ?lnefboten liefen t)on i^m burd^ bad 8anb, jeber 30 
flelne 3wg »on feiner 5Ru^e, guten Saune, greunblid^feit 



32 2)cr Staat Sriebrid^d bed ©rofett 

gegen einjetne ©olbaten, öon ber Streue felne6 §eere^ flog 
^unberte üon 5Dlei(en; tt)ie er in ZoMnotf) bie glotc im 
Seite blie^, tt)ie [eine wunbcn ©otboten nad^ ber Sd^lad^t 
6^orat fangen, tt)ie er ben ^^ut »or einem Slegiment ab^? 
5 na^m — e^ i\t i^m feitbem Jfter nad^gemod^t werben — baö 
ttourbe am 9iecfar unb JÜ^ein herumgetragen, gebrudft, mit 
frohem Sad^en unb mit Si^ranen ber Siü^rung gebort. (S^ 
tt>ar natürlid^, baf bie Did^ter fein 806 fangen, waren boc^ 
brei t)ön if)nen im :|3reupifd^en §eere gewefen, ©leim unb 

10 Seffing atö ©ccretare commanbirenber Oenerale, unb @»alb 
!oon Stki% ein Siebling ber iungen literarifd^en ifreife, atö 
Dfficier, biö if)n bie Äugel bei ifunneröborf traf. SIber noc^ 
rü^renber für un6 ifi bie treue *§ingebung be6 :|)reufifd^en 
aSoKeö. 2)ie alten ^ro^injen, 5ßreußen, ^Pommern, bie 

1 5 SDtarf en, Sffieftjj^alen litten unfaglid^ burd^ ben itrieg, aber 
bie ftolje greube, Slnt^eil an bem »gelben (Suxopa'^ ju ^aben, 
tjoh anä) ben Keinen SKann oft über ba^ eigene Seiben ^erauö. 
2)cr bewaffnete SSürger unb Sauer 30g jafirelang immer 
Wieber al» Sanbmilij in'»^ Selb. 2Itö eine Slnja^I 9iefruten 

20 au6 bem Sle^e'fd^en unb ber ©raffd^aft 9flat)en6:|)erg nad^ 
verlorenem Sireffen fai^nenflüd^tig würbe unb in bie »^eimat 
jurüdffe^rte, ba würben bie 2lu6reifer !oon i^ren eigenen 
8anb6leuten unb ®erwanbten für eibbrüd^ig erflart, !oerbannt 
unb auö ben !Dorfern jum «§eere jurücfgejagt. 

25 SRid^t anber^ war ba^ Urt^ell im Sluölanb. 3n ben ^)ro^ 
tefiantifd^en (S^antonzn ber <B(^mii na\)m man fo warmen 
2;^eit an bem ©efd^icf be6 5fonig6, atö waren bie @nfel ber 
JRütlimanner nie t)om beutfd^en SReid^ abgelofl worben. 
Sbenfo fianb e^ in (Sngtanb. 3eber ©ieg beö if onigö erregte 

30 in Sonbon laute greube, bie «§aufer würben erleud^tet, S3ilb^ 
nijfe unb Sobgebid^te feilgeboten, im ^Parlament »erfünbete 
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5ßitt bettjunberttb jebe neue Zijat tft^ großen SlHürten. ©elbji 
ju 5ßartö wjar man im 3;^eater, in t»en OefeBfd^aften me^r 
preUfifd^ äl^ franjofifd^ gefmnt. 2)ie gtanaofen fpotteten 
über it)re eigenen ©eneräle nnb We Slique ber ^omjKibour; 
mx bort für bie franjofifd^en SBaffen YDax, fo berid^tet Sucloö, 5 
burfte faum bamit laut n^erben. 3n ^cteröburg voar 
©roffürfl ^ßeter unb fein Sin^ong fo gut preuf ifd^, baf bort 
bei jebem 9iad^tf)eil, ben griebrid^ erhalten, in ber ©tlKe 
getrauert trurbe. 3a bi^ in bie Jlurfei unb gum ^f)an b^r 
3;artaren reid^te ber (Sntf)ufia^mu6. Unb biefe 5ßietat eine^ 10 
ganjen SBeltt^ellö überbauerte ben 5frleg. 2)em üKaler 
^adtxt tt>urbe mitten in ©icillen bei ber 2)urd^relfe burd^ 
eine Heine ©tabt t?on bem iöiagifirat ein 6f|rengefd^enf »on 
SÖein unb grüd^ten überreid^t, tt)eil fie gebort Ratten, baf er 
ein ?Preufe fei, ein Untertan M grofen ffonigö, bem fie 15 
baburd^ i^re S^rfurd^t ertt?eifen tt)oflten. Unb SÖiute^ S^mael, 
itaifer »on 9Maroffo, Kefi bie ©d^iff^mannfd^aft eincö Sürgerd 
von Smben, ben bie Sarbare^fen nad^ 9Kog«bor gefd^tcppt, 
o^ne Sofung frei, fd^icfte bie SÖiannfd^aft neugefleibet naä) 
Sijfabon unb gab i^nen bie aSerfid^erung : i^r Äonig fei ber 20 
grofte 9Ämtn ber SBelt, fein 5ßreuf e fotte in feinen Sanbern 
©efangener fein, feine !treujer ioürben nie bie preußifd^e 
Slagge angreifen. 

Slrme gebrüdfte Seele be^ beutfd^en SSolfe^, \t>k lange tt?ar 
ci bo(S) fjcx, feit bie üKänner jtt)ifd^en SR^ein unb Ober nid^t 25 
bie greube geful^It Ratten, unter ben Stationen ber @rbe ^or 
anbern Qtaäftd ju fein ! Se^t tt>ar bur^ ben 3«nber einer 
9Rannedfrafi ?llle^ tt)ie umgett)anbelt. SBie au6 bangem 
airaum erwad^t fa^ ber Sanb^mann auf bie 3Be(t unb in fein 
eigene^ ^erj. Sänge l^atten bie 9Kenfd^en fiiß t)or [xä) f)in 30 
gelebt, o^ne Vergangenheit, beren fie fid^ freuten, o^ne tlvx 
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große 3ufunft auf bic fic ^ofpcn. Sefct cunjfanbcn fie an^ 
einmal, bap aud^ {1e Xi)dl Ratten an ber @^re unb @r5ße in 
ber 9Se(t, baf ein j(6nig unb fein SSoIf; aUe ^on intern 93(ute, 
bem beutfc^en äBefen eine golbne Saffung %tQthtn fyiitm, 
5 ber ©efd^id^te ber cteilifirten Söienfd^^eit einen neuen 3n^It 
3e&t burd^lebten fie Sitte felbft, tt)ie ein großer SDlenf^ tampftc, 
tpagte unb ficgte. 

Slber ttja^renb bie junge ifraft beö S5oIfe6 in begeiferter 
SB arme bie Slugel regte, tt)ie em^)fanb unterbef ber große 

lo Surft, ber o^ne 6nbe gegen bie geinbe rang? Sltö ein 
fc^wad^cr S^on Hang ber begeifternbe 9luf bed SSolfe^ an fein 
^ii^f M^ fll^i^fli'Hfl öerna^m i^n ber Äonig. 3n i^m 
tt)urbe eö ftitter unb falter. ^tt>at immer ioieber famen leibem 
fd^aftlid^e Stunben be^ ©d^merje^ unb ^erjjcrreißenber ©orge. 

Tj Sr öerfd^loß fie »or feinem «£)eere in fid^, ba^ ru()ige ?lntli$ 
tvurbe harter, tiefer bie gurd^en, gefpannter ber SlidE. Oegen 
ioenige SSertraute öffnete er in einjetnen ©tunben baö 3n^. 
nere, bann brid^t auf einige 2fugenblicfe ber ©d&merj eine* 
SO?anne* f)erüor, ber an ben ©renjen be* 9Renfd^Iid^en angc^ 

20 fommen ift. 

3ef|n S^age nad^ ber ©d^lad^t bei Sottin fkrb feine 
SDlutter ; tvenige SBod^en barauf f^eud^te er im 3orn feinen 
©ruber Sluguft 393il^elm üom «§eere, bad biefcr ju füfjren nid^t 
fraftig genug gen)efen ttjar; ba^ 3a^r barauf ftarb au^ 

2^ biefer, njle ber melbenbe Dffider bem Äonig »erfünbete, burc^ 
@ram getobtet, ifurj barauf erhielt er bie ^a^xi^t toom 
Siobe feiner ©d^ioefier t)on Salreut^. ßiner nad^ bem 
anbern öon feinen Oeneralen fanf an feiner ©eite ober üerlor 
bed ffönigd SSertrauen, tt)eil er ben ubermenfd^lid^en Slufgaben 

30 biefe* ifriege* nid^t gen^ad^fen tt>ar. ©eine alten ©olbaten, 
fein ©tolj, eherne Ärieger in brei garten itriegen erprobt, fie, 



Me fierkub nod^ bic ^anb nad^ i^m auafirecftert unb feinen 
9lamen riefen, tt>urben in Raufen um if)n jerfd^mettert, unb 
n)a6 tn ble tt>eUen ©äffen eintrat, bie ber Zo\) unauff)6rlid^ 
in fein *^eer rif, ba$ tt>aren junge Seute, mand^e gute ifraft, 
öiet fd^ted^te^ SSolt. 5)er 5f ßnig gcbraud^te fie, tt)ie bie am 5 
bern aud^, firenger, ^Srter. 2Iud^ ber fd^Ied^teren 9Raffe gab 
fein Slidt unb SBort Sraüour unb Eingebung, aber er tt)ufte 
bod^, wie bie6 SIHed nid^t retten tt>ürbe; furj unb fd^neibenb 
tt>urbe fein 3^bel, fparfam fein 8ob. @o lebte er fort, fünf 
©pmmer unb Sölnter famen unb gingen, riefig tt)ar bie lo 
Slrbeit, unermüblic^ fein 5)enfen unb Sombiniren, baö gcmfie 
unb itleinfie überfa^ ^rüfenb fein SIbterauge, unb bod^ feine 
SIenberung, unb bod^ nirgenb eine «Hoffnung. 5)er itonig 
la^ unb fd^rieb in ben ©tunben ber 9iu^e, grabe tt)ie früher, 
er maä)k feine SSerfe unb unterhielt bie 6orrefponbenj mit 15 
SSoItaire unb Sllgarottl, aber er tt>ar gefaßt, SlBe^ ba^ werbe 
jt&c^fien^ für i^n ein @nbe ^aben, ein furjeö, fd^netteö; er 
frug JEag unb Slad^t bei fid^, tt>a^ i^n t)on !Daun unb 
2aubon frei mad^te. Der ganje ^anbel tt)urbe i^m juttjeilen 
»erad^tlid^. 20 

2)iefe (Stimmungen beö 9J?anne6, öon n>e(d^cm baö geijiige 
8eben S)eutfd^Ianbd feine neue 3eit batirt, »erbienen toof)\, 
baf ber Deutfd^e fie mit S^rfurd^t bead^te. 6d ift ^ier nur 
ntoglid^ @injetne6 ^erauöju^eben, n?ie ed t>orjug6tt)eife in ben 
©riefen §riebrid^'6 an ben 9Karquid b'Sirgend unb Srau üon 25 
Kama^ ]^r»orbridbt. ©0 fprid^t ber grope itonig öon feinem 
?eben : 

(1767. Suni.) 2)a5 üKittel gegen meinen ©d^merj liegt 
In ber taglid&en Slrbeit, ble i^ ju tf)un t)erj)flid^tet bin, unb in 
ben fortgefeftten ^cx^xmnnQcn, bie mir bießö^f meiner Seinbe 30 
gemährt. 38enn id^ bei Sollin getobtet n>&re, id^ Würbe je^t 
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in einem «^afen fein, n)0 i^ feinen ®turm nte^r ju ^xdftm 
f)htU, 3e&t muß iä) nod^ über ba^ jiürmifd^e 9Reer fd^iffen, 
bid ein Heiner SBinfet (Srbe mir ba6 Out 8ett>a^rt, bo« id^ 
auf biefer SBelt nld^t ^abe finben fonnen. — ©eft gwei 
5 3a^ren ftebe \ä) toit eine SKauer, in bie baö Unglürf Srefd^c 
gefd^offen tjai. Slber benfen ©ie nid^t, baf id^ weid^ tt)erbe. 
SRan muß fid^ fd^üften in blefen unfetigen Seiten biird^ 
@lngen)eibe t)on @ifen unb ein ^erj üon (Srj, um aüe^ ®e^ 
füf|I JU verlieren. !Der näd^jie SWonat tt>lrb entfd^eiben für 

lo mein arme« 8anb. SReine Stcd&nung iji: id^ »erbe eö retten, 
ober mit i^m untergeben, ©ie fonnen jid^ feinen Segriff 
ma(^m »on ber ©efa^r, in ber ioir fmb, unb "oon ben 
©d^redfen, bie und umgeben. — 

(1758. 2)ec.) 3d& bin bleö «eben fe^r mube. 3d^ ^abe 

1.5 StUed öertoren, »ad id^ auf biefer SBelt geliebt unb geehrt 
^abe, id^ fe^e mid^ umgeben t?on UnglücHid^en, beren Selben 
id^ nld^t abhelfen fann. üKeine ©eete iji nod^ gefüöt mit bcn 
©nbrüdfen ber 3luinen an^ meinen bejien ?Proöinjen unb ber 
©d^redfen, njeld^en eine »^orbe me^r t)on unt>emünfHgen 

2o 3;^leren atö t)on 9Renfd^en bort »erübt f)at Sluf meine alten 

.3^ge bin id^ fafl bid ju einem S^^eaterfonlg ^crabgefommen ; 

©ie »erben mir jugeben, baf eine fold^e 8age nid^t fo relj))on 

x% um bie @ec(e eined Sß^llofop^en an ba^ Seben ju feffeln. 

(1759. 2Rara.) 3d^ »elf nld^t, »ad mein ©d^ldffal fein 

2$ »irb. 3d^ »erbe SlUed t^un, »ad »on mir abl^ingen »irb, 
um mld^ in retten, unb »enn id^ unterliege, ber geinb foK ed 
treuer bejahten. 3d^ tjabt mein SaSinterquartier atd iftaudner 
überfianben, id^ fpelfe aHein, bringe mein itUn mit Sefen 
unb ©d^relben ^in, unb fouplre nld^t. SBenn man traurig 

30 i% fo fofiet jfd auf bie Sänge gu öiel, unauf^orlid^ feinen SSer* 
brup JU verbergen, unb ed ift bejfer, fld^ aUein ju betrüben. 
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ald feine aSerjHmmung in bte ©efeUfd^aft ju bringen. Sllc^tö 
tröjiet mld^ afö We jlarfe änfrannung, n^eld^e bie Slrbelt 
forbert; fo lange fie bauert, t)erfd^eud^t fie ble traurigen 
Sbeen. 

8l6er aä), mnn bie Slrbeit geenbet x% bann n^erben bie 5 
®rabe6gebanfen tt)ieber fo tebenbig, tt)ie öor^er. SDlau^)ertui^ 
f)at ?lit(^t, bie ©umme bcr Uebet iji großer aW bie be6 ®uten. 
Slber mir ifi e6 gleid^, iä) f)aU fajl 3li^t^ me^r ju t)er(ieren, 
unb bie tt>enigen Slage, bie mir bleiben, beunruhigen mi^ 
nid^t fo fe^r, bafi i^ mid^ lebhaft bafur interefflren foKte. -^ 10 

(1759. 16. 2tug.) 3d& wifl mid^ auf i^ren SBeg fleKen 
unb mir ben §aK abfd^neiben laffen, ober bie §au))tfiabt 
retten. 3d^ benfe, bad ifl Sluöbauer genug. %üx ben Srfolg 
tciU ii) nid^t freien, ^atte i^ mef)r atö ein Seben, id^ »oBte 
e0 für mein SSatertonb Eingeben. SBenn mir aber biefer 15 
Streitig fe^lfdblagt, fo ^alte id^ mid^ für quitt gegen mein 
Sanb, unb ed tt>irb mir erlaubt fein, für mid^ felbft ju forgen. 
@6 giebt Orenjen für ?lHe^. 3d^ ertrage mein Ungtücf, ofjne 
baf e^ mir ben 5!Rut^ nimmt. Slber id^ bin fe^r entfd&loffen, 
mnn bie^ Unternehmen fe^lfd^lagt, mir einen ?ludtt)eg ju 20 
madben, um nid^t ber @})ielbaK t)on jieber ©orte üon SufaH 
JU fein. — ©lauben ©ie mir, man brandet nod^ me^r atö 
gejiigfeit unb äu^bauer, um fid^ in meiner Sage ju ermatten. 
Slber id^ fage 3^nen frei ^erauö, tt)enn mir ein Unglüdf begeg^^ 
net, fo red^nen ©ie nidbt barauf, baf id^ 9iuin unb Untergang 25 
meinet SSaterlanbed überlebe. 3d& fjaU meine eigne Slrt ju 
benfen. 3d^ ttoitt tt)eber ©ertoriu^ nod^ Sato nad^a^men, id^ 
benfe gar nid^t an meinen 9iu^m, fonbern an ben (Staat — 

(1760. Oft.) 2)er Xob iji füf im SSergleid^ mit fold^em 
2eben. ^aben ©ie ÜRitgefü^l mit meiner Sage, glauben 30 
©ie mir, baf id^ nod^ )>iele^ S^raurige t)erberge, n)omit id^ 

F. 4 
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Slnbcte mi)t betrüben unb beunrufjlgen toxü, — ^^ betrad^tc 
atö ©tcifer ten üob. Siiematö mxit iä) btn Söiomcnt 
erleben, ber mld^ t)er))flicl^ten tt)lrb, einen nad^tf)eiligen griebcn 
ju fd^Uepen. iJeine Ueberrebung, feine Serebtfamfeit mxbm 
5 mi6) beftimmen Unntn, meine ©d^mad^ ju unterjeld^nen. 
Sntoeber laffe id^ mlä) unter ben Slrümmern meinet SSater^^ 
lanbed begraben, ober mnn blefer ürojl bei bem ©efd^lcf^ 
ttjeld^e^ mld^ »erfolgt, nod^ ju fuß erfd^elnt, fo tt>erbc iä) 
meinen Selben ein @nbc ma^tn, fobalb eö nld^t me^r mog^ 

lo lidl^,tt)lrb fle ju ertragen. 3d^ ^abe ge^anbelt unb id^ fa^rc 

fort ju ^anbeln naä) blefem innerlid^en S^rgefüf)!. 3Relnc 

3ugenb f)abt iä) meinem SSater geo))fert, mein SKanneöalter 

. meinem SSaterlanbe, i^ glaube baburd^ ba^ 3ied^t erlangt ju 

t)aben, über mtim alten Safere ju t)erfügen. 3dl^ fage e^ unb 

1 5 id^ tt)leber^ole eö : nie tt)lrb meine *$^anb einen bemüt^lgenben 
grleben unterjeld^nen. 3d^ ^abe einige 33emerfungen über 
blc milltarlfd^en Slalentt Äarf^ XII. gemadbt, aber i^ ^abe 
nld^t barüber na^tiaä)t, ob er fld^ l)ätte tobten foKen ober 
ni^t 3d^ benfe, baf er mä) ber Slnna^me t)on ©tralfunb 

20 weifer getl^an ^atte fid^ ju er))eblren ; aber toa^ er aud^ get^an 
ober gelaffen f)at, fein Selfplet Ijl feine Siegel für mld^. 6^ 
glebt Seute, tt)eld^e fid^ t)om @lüdE belefjren laffen ; id^ gebore 
nld^t JU ber 2lrt. 3d& ^abe für Slnbere gelebt, id^ toiU für 
mld^ fterben. 3d^ bin fel^r gleldl^glltlg über ba6, tt)ad man 

25 barüber fagen tt>lrb, unb tjerfldl^erc 3^nen, td^ tt)erbe eö 
nlematö ^oren. «^elnrld^ IV. njar ein jüngerer ©o^n auö 
gutem .^aufe, ber fein ©lüdE mad^te, if)m fam e6 nid^t barauf 
an ; tt>oju fjattt er fld^ im UnglüdE Rängen foHen ? 8ubtt)lg 
XIV. toai ein großer Äonlg unb f)attt große «Hilfsmittel, er 

30 jog fid^ toof)I ober übel au6 ber Slffalre. SBaö midl^ betrifft, 
ic^ f)abe nid^t bie Hilfsquellen blefeS SKanneS, aber bie @§rc 
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i|i mir me^r tt>ert^ atö if)m, unb tok i^ ^f^nm flefagt ^aU, 
iä) rid^tc mld^ nad^ SRiemanb. SBir jaulen, mnn mix rcd^t i|i, 
fünftaufcnb Sa^rc feit ©d^öpfung ber SBcIt, i^ glaube, ba^ 
biefe JRed^nung t)iel ju niebrlg für ba6 Sllter bed Unl^erfumd 
ifi. !Da6 ianb Sranbenburg f)at gefianben biefe ganje 3eit, 5 
beöor id^ n)ar, unb tt)irb fortbejie^en nad^ meinem S^obe. 2)ie 
Staaten n)erben erhalten burd^ bie SortpfJanjung ber 9lacen, 
unb fo lange man baran arbeiten tt>lrb bad 2eben ju i>trokU 
faltigen, tt>irb aud^ ber Raufen burd^ $iJlinifier ober ©out)erane 
regiert tt?erben. 2)ad bleibt fid^ faji gleid^, ein tt)enig ein^? 10 
faltiger, ein it)enig flüger, bie Unterfd(?iebe fmb fo gering, 
ba^ bie 9Rajfe be^ SSolfe^ faum etn>ae bat)on voa^rnimmt. 
aBieberf)olen ©ie mir alfo nid^t bie alten Ginn>enbungen 
ber ^ofleute; Gigenliebe unb Sitelfeit \>ermögen burd^aud nid^t 
meine ©mpfinbung ju anbern. @6 ijl fein 8Ift ber ©d^n>ad^e, 15 
fo unglüdftid^e iEage jU enben, e^ ifi eine üorfid^tige 
*^olitif. — 3d^ ^abe aKe meine greunbe Verloren, meine lieb^? 
ften SSertoanbten, id^ bin unglüdflid^ na^ allen 3Röglid^feiten, 
id^ ^abe 5Rid^t6 ju ^offen, meine geinbe be^anbeln mid^ mit 
aSerad^tung, mit ^o^nlad^en, unb i^r ©tolj rüjiet fid^ mid^ 20 
unter i^re güf e ju treten. 

(1760. SRot).) 9Reinc Slrbeit iji fd^redflid^, ber itrieg f^at 
fünf Selbjügc gebauert. SBir öernad^laffigen 5Rid^t^, tocA 
und 9Rittel bed SBiberjianbed geben fann, unb id^ fpanne ben 
Sogen mit meiner ganjen 5traft ; ober eine Slrmee iji jufam# 25 
mengefeftt aud Slrmen unb Äopfen. Slrme fehlen und nid^t, 
aber bie Stoppe jinb bei und nid^t me^r öor^anben, tomn ©ie 
fid^ nid^t etn)a bie 9Rü^e geben toollcn, mir einige beim Silb* 
^auer SIbam ju bejieHen, unb bie würben grabe fo öiel nixiitix, 
ate tt>ad id^ ^abe. SReine $flid^t unb (S^re galten mid^ feji. 50 
Slber tro^ ©toicidmud unb Sludbauer giebt ed ^ugenblidCe, m 

4—3 
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man einige 8uft öerfpürt, fid^ bem 5£eufel ju ergeben. Wim, 
mein lieber 9Rarquld; laffen Sie fld^'d gut ge^en unb mad^en 
©le 3^re ©elübbe für einen armen S^eufel, ber fid^ »on ^In^s 
nen begeben »Irb; um na^ jener SBlefe, ble mit 2lfp^obelc6 
5 bepflanjt Ifi; ju reifen, mnn ber ^rieben nid^t ju ©tanbe 
fornrnt 

(1761. 3unl.) aaWen ©le bied 3a^r nld^t ouf ben 
^rieben. SBenn ba^ ©lud mld^ nld^t »erlaßt; fo tottbt X(ff 
mlä) aud bem .^anbel jle^en, fo gut xäf fann. Slber iiJ) 

lo mxh im nad^jien 3a^r nod^ auf bem ©eil tanitn unb 
gefa^rtld^e ©prünge maiSfcn mn^tn, mnn e6 S^ren fe^r 
a^30jiollf(^en, fe^r d^rljilld^en unb fe^r mo^fowitifc^en 9Äa? 
jeft&ten gefallt ju rufen : „ ©pringe, SRarqul6 ! " — ^^, »le 
finb ble SKenfd^en bod^ ^art^erjlg ! "SHan fagt mir, bu ^afl 

isSreunbe. 3a fd^one greunbe, ble mit gefreujten Slrmen 
einem fagen: „SBlrKld^, Id^ tt)ünfd^e blr aUed @mV'— 
„Slber iä) ertrlnfe, reld^t mir einen ©trldE ! " — 3?eln, bu 
»Irjl nld^t ertrlnfen. — „!Dod^, i^ muf Im nad^fien Slugen^ 
blldf unterge^n." — D, n)lr ^offen boö ©egent^ell. Slber 

20 mnn blr bad begegnete, fo fei überjeugt, tolr toerben blr tint 
fd^one Orabfd^rlft machen. — ©o Iji ble SBelt, baö fmb ble 
fct?6nen Som^jUmente, ioomlt man mid^ »on allen ©eiten 
ben)llIfommt. 

(1762. 3an.) 3d^ bin fo unglüdtlid^ in biefem ganjen 

2$ itrlege getoefen mit ber geber unb mit bem SEegen, baf Id^ ein 
gropee 9Rlßtrauen gegen aKe glüdElld^en ©relgnlffe erhalten 
^abe. 3a, ble ©rfa^rung Iji eine fd^one (Saä)t ; in meiner 
3ugenb tt>ar Id^i auögelaffen n)le dn güKen, bad o^ne 3aum 
auf einer SBlcfe um^erf))rlngt, jeftt bin Id^ öorfld^tlg gett>orben 

30 tt)le ber alte SRcjior. Slber Id^ bin auc^ grau, runjellg aud 
itummer, burd^ itörperlelben nlebevgcbrüdft unb, mit timm 
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fSioxit, nur nod^ gut öor Wc ^^unbe flenjorfen ju mxitn. 
@{e ^aben mtd^ immer ermahnt, mid^ n)o^I ju (eftnben, geben 
©Ic mir ba6 9RltteI, mein Sieber, tt)enn man gejaup tt){rb, 
wie id^. !Dic SSogel; tt>eld^e man bem 3Rut^n)iKen ber itinber 
überlapp bie ffreifel, mlä)t burd^ SReerfaften ^erum ge^jeitfd^t 5 
tt)erben, finb nid^t me^r um^ergetrieben unb gemif^anbelt, 
afö iä} bl0 itiit burd^ brei wüt^enbe Seinbe tt>ax. 

(1762. 9Rai.) 3d^ ge^c burd^ eine ©d^iule ber ©ebulb, 
fie iji §art, langn)ierig, graufam, ja barbarifd^. 3d^ rette 
mid^ barau6; inbem id^ bad Uniöerfum im ®anicn anfe^e, 10 
tt)ie üon einem fremben ^Planeten. S)a erfd^einen mir aUe 
©egenjiänbc unenblid^ Hein, nnb id^ bemitleibe meine geinbe, 
baf fie fld^i fo »iel SDlu^e um fo ©eringe^ geben. 3ji ed ba6 
Slltcr, ijl ee ba6 5Rad^benfen, ift e6 bie »ernunft ? id^ be^ 
trad^te aKe Sreigniffe beö gebend mit üiel me^r ©leid^igiltig^ 15 
feit ate fonji. ©iebt ed ttm^ für bod SBo^I bed Staat« ju 
t^un, fo feftc id^ nod^i einige Äräft baran, aber unter un6 
gefagt, e6 iji nid^it me^r bad feurige ©türmen meiner 3u^ 
genb, nii)i ber (gnt^ufiaömuö, ber mid^ fonfi befeette. (S« iji 
3eit, baf ber Ärieg ju Qrü)t ge^t, benn meine ^ßrebigten 20 
tt>erben Iangtt)eilig, unb balb tt>erben meine 2üf)ox^x fid^ über 
mid^ beflagen. 

Unb an grau üon 6ama6 fd^reibt er: „Sie fpred^en »on 
bem Zob ber armen g . . . Sld^, liebe 9Rama, feit fed^« Sauren 
beflagc id^ nid^t me^r bie JEobten, fonbem bie fiebenben." — 25 

©0 fd^rieb unb trauerte ber Äonig, aber er ^ielt aud. 
Unb »er burd^ bie ftnjiere Energie feine« (Sntfd^luffe« er^ 
fd^uttert n)irb, ber möge fid^ öor ber ÜReinung lauten, baf in 
i^r bie 5traft biefe« »unberbaren ©eijied il^ren ^od^jien 
Jludbrudf finbe. (S« iji tt)a^r, ber itönig l^atte einige Slugem 30 
blidte ber SSetäubung, »0 er bie Äugel be« Seinbed für fid^ 
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forberte, um nld^t fclbji ben Jlcb in ber Äapfel fud^cn gu 
müffett; njeld^e er in ben ffleibern trug ; ed Iji iDa^r, er tt>ar 
feji entfd^Ioffen, ben ®taat nld^t baburd^ gu t)erberben, baf er 
afö ©efangener Dcjierreld^ lebe; in fo fern f^at, tt>a$ er 
5 [einreibt; eine furd^tbare SBa^r^eit 8Iber er tt>ar oud^ »on 
l)oetlfd^er Slnlage, tt)ar ein Äinb au6 bem Sa^r^unbert, 
»eld^ed fld^ fo fe^r nad^ großen Zf)aUn feinte unb in bem 
2lu6f))red^en erhabener Stimmungen fo ^o^e 33efriebigung 
fanbj er tt>ar im ©runb feinet ^erjen^ ein !Deutfc^er mit 

lobenfelben ^erjen^bebfirfnijfen; tt)ic ettt)a ber unenbKc^ 
fd^ttJ&d^erc Slop^oi unb bcffen SBerc^rer. !Da^ JReflectiren 
unb entfd^lojfenc Slu^fpred^en feinet legten 5pianö ma^tt i^n 
innerlid^ freier unb gelterer. 8Iud^ feiner ©d^n)efier öon 
Salreut^ fd^rieb er barüber in bem un^eimlid^en gn)eiten 

15 3a^re bed Ärieged, unb biefer 33rief iji befonberö d^ara^ 
teriftifd^. ^cnn aud^ bie ©d^n)eficr iji entfd^lojfen, i^n unb 
ben %aU i^red ^aufe6 nid^t ju überleben, unb er billigt 
blefen Sntfd^lufi, bem er übrigen^ in feinem bufiern Se^agen 
über bie eigenen Setrad^tungen wenig 33ead^tung gönnt. 

20 ginjl f^atim bie beiben Äonig^finber im jirengen SSater^ufe 
^eimlid^ bie SRoHen franjöfifd^er iErauerfpiele mit einanber 
recitirt, jeftt fd^lugen i^re ^erjen n?ieber in bem einmüt^igen 
©ebanfen, fld^ burd^ einen antifen 2;ob ond bem Seben »oll 
2;iufd^ung, SSerirrung unb Seiben gu befreien. ?lber atö 

25 bie aufgeregte unb nert)6fe ®d^n)ejier gefä^rlid^ erfranfte, ba 
t)crgaf griebrid^ aKe feine 5P^ilofop^ie aud ber ©d^ule ber 
@toa, unb in leibenfd^aftlid^er 3«^tlid^feit, bie nod^ fejl am 
geben ^ing, forgte unb grämte er fid^ um bie, tt)eld^e i^m bie 
liebfie feiner Samilie tt)ar. Unb atö fie jiarb, ba tt>urbe tin 

30 lauter itummer t)ielleid^t nod^ burd^ bie (Smpfinbung gefd^ärft 
baß er ju tragifd^ in ba^ jarte Seben ber grau gegriffen ^otte. 
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@o mifd^t fid^ oud^ bei bem grofiten t>on allen Seutfd^en, 
njeld^e aud ber er jien »&alftc beö ad^tjefjnten Sa^r^unbertd 
{(erauffameit; poetlfd^e Gmpfinbung unb ber SBunf^ fd^on 
iinb gtof ju erfd^einen, feltfam in boö ernft^afte Seben ber 
SBirflid^feit. Der itiJnig aber tt>ar großer afö feine $^ilo^ 5 
foj)^ie. 3n ber JJ^at t)erIor er gar nicä^t feinen 9Rut^, bie 
jaf)e, troftige Äraft be6 ©ermanen, unb nid^t bie filHe ^off^ 
nung, tt>e((^e ber $iJlenfc^ bei jeber jtarfen SIrbeit bebarf. 

Unb er ^lelt au^, !Die 5fraft feiner geinbe tt)urbe ge^ 
ringer, aud^ i^re gelb^erren nu^ten fid^ ab, aud^ if)re ^eere 10 
würben jerfd^mettert, enblid^ trat JRufilanb t)on ber Soalition 
jurüd. 25ieö unb bie legten ©iegc be6 5fönig6 gaben ben 
Slu^fd^Iag. Gr f^attt übem)unben, er ^attc ba6 eroberte ©d^Ie^ 
fien für QJreufen gerettet, fein SSott fro^lodfte, bie treuen 
Sürger feiner ^auptjiabt bereiteten i^m ben fejilid^jien (Sm^ 1 5 
})fang, er aber mieb bie Sreube ber SKenfd^en unb fe^rte allein 
unb jiiH nad^ ©an^foud jurud. Sr tt>onte ben 3lefi feiner 
JJage, tt)ie er fagte, im Stieben für fein 9BoIf leben. 

2)ie erjien breiunbjn>anjig Sa^re feiner ^Regierung ^attc 
er gerungen unb gefriegt, feine Äraft gegen bie SBelt burd^^ 20 
gufe^en, nod^ breiunbjtt)anjig Sa^re foHte er firieblid^ über fein 
aSoIf ^errfd^en ate ein tt)eifer unb jirenger ^au6\?ater. 2)ie 
3been, na^ benen er ben ©taat leitete, mit grofiter ©efbjiöer^ 
leugnung, aber felbjhDiHig, bad ©rofte erfhebenb unb aud^ 
ba6 Äleinjie be^errfd^enb, fmb gum 2;^eil burd(? f)bi)txt Sit 25 
bungen ber ®egenn)art übertt)uhben tt)orben; fie entfprad^en 
ber Sinfid^t, ttjeld^e feine Sugenb unb bie Erfahrungen beö 
erjien 9Ranne6alter6 i^m gegeben Ratten, grei foßte ber 
Oeifl fein, Seber benfen, n)a6 er tt)oIIte, aber tf)un, tt>ad feine 
Sürgerpflid^t tt)ar. SBie er felbfi fein 93ef)agen unb feine 30 
Sfuögaben bem SBo^I M QtaaM unterorbnete, mit ettt)a 
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•200,000 Zf)aUxn ben ganaen Knifllid^en ^au^^alt U^tt, 
}uerfl an ben iBott^eil bed SBoIfed, unb )u(e^ an fid^ badete, 
fö feilten alle feine Untert^anen berelttrlHig bad tragen, »ad 
er i^nen an QJflid^t unb 8afi auflegte. Seber foHte in bem 
5 5treife bleiben, in ben i^n ©eburt unb ©rjie^ung gefeftt, ber 
©beimann foHte ©ut^^err unb Dfficier fein, bem Sürger 
gehörte bie ©tabt, ^anbel, Snbufirie, 8e^re unb ©rfinbung, 
bem ©auer ber Slrfer unb bie !Dienjie. ?l6er in feinem 
©tanbe foHte Seber gebei^en unb fid^ n>o^l füllen, ©leid^ed, 

10 firenged, fd^^^eHed JRed^t für Seben, feine Segünfiigung bc0 
SSorne^men unb SReid^en, in jn)eifelf)aftem ^aUe lieber beö 
fteinen 9Ranned. 2)ie 3<i^t ber t^atigen ÜRenfd^en »er^ 
mehren, jebe S^^ätigfeit fo lo^ncnb ate moglid^ mad^en unb 
fo ^od^ atö moglid^i jieigern, fo tt)enig aW möglid^ t)om 2lu6lanb 

IS faufen, SlHeö felbp ^jrobuciren, ben Ueberfd^uf über bie ©ren^ 
jen fahren, bad toax ber ^auj)tgrunbfaft feiner ©taat6n)irt^^ 
fd^aft. Unabl&jflg tt>ar er bemüht, bie 9Jiorgenja^l bed äidfer* 
bebend ju üergröfiern, neue ©teKen für Slnfiebler ju fd^affen. 
©umpfe tt)urben audgetrodfnet, ©een abgejapft, SEeid^e aufge^ 

20 n)orfen. Äanale tt)urben gegraben, SSorfd^üffe bei Einlagen 
neuer gabrifen gemad^t, ©tabte unb 3)6rfer auf eintrieb 
unb mit ©elbmitteln ber SRegierung maffit)er unb geffinber 
tt)ieber aufgebaut ; ba6 lanbfd^aftlid^e Srebitf^jiem, bie geuer* 
fodet&t, bie Kniglid^e San! ttjurben gegrünbet, überall njur^^ 

25 ben SSölföfd^ulen gefiif tet, unterrid^tete 8eute angeaogen, überall 
Silbung unb Drbnung bed regierenben Seamtenjianbeö burd^ 
^Prüfungen unb jirenge SontroHe geforbert. (So iji ©ad^e 
be6 ©efd^iid^tdfd^reiberd bad aufjujä^len unb gu rühmen, audb 
einjelne verfehlte SBerfud^e bed 5f5niojd ^erüorju^eben, bie bei 

30 bem Sejireben, Sllled felbji ju leiten, nid^t ausbleiben fonnten. 
gür aKe feine Sauber forgte ber Äonig, nid^t guleftt für 
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fein ©d^merjen^Kttb, M ncuemorbcnc Sd^leflen. 81K itx 
ÄJnig Mc fltof c Sanbfd^aft eroberte; ^atte fie toenig me^r aK 
eine SöllHlon Gintoo^ner. Seb^aft n)urbe bwt ber ©egenfa^ 
empfunben, ber jtt>lfd^en ber bequemen ojierreld^tfd^en SBtrt^ 
fd^aft unb bem fnaj)))en, rafHofen, SlHed aitfregenben SReglment 5 
ber ^Preufen tt)ar. 3n SBlen xoax ber Äatalog verbotener 
Sfid^er größer gett>efen, al6 ju 9iom, jeftt famen unauf^orlld^ 
bie ©ü^rbaßen au6 Deutfd^fanb in ble QJroölnj gett>anbert, 
ba6 Sefen unb kaufen tt>ax jum 93ern)unbern frei, [ogar ble 
gebrudf ten Eingriffe auf ben eigenen 8anbe6^errn. 3n Defier^ lo 
reld^ ioar ed 5ßrtelleglum ber S3ornef)men, au6lanblfd^e6 a;ucl^ 
JU tragen; atö in ^ßreufien ber SSater grlebrld^ö be6 ©rofen 
ble ©Infu^r von frembem Xnä) t)erboten f^attc, flelbete er 
juerji fid^ unb feine $rlnjen in Sanbtud^. 3n SBlen f)attt 
fein 2lmt filr t)ome^m gegolten, tt)enn baju nod^ ettt>ad 81m 15 
bereö ate 3lej)rafentatlon erforbert n)urbe, alle Slrbelt n)ar 
®a^t ber Subalternen, ber Äammer^err galt me^r ate ber 
t)erblente ©eneral unb SKlnlfier ; in 5ßreu^en tt>ar aud^ ber 
SBorne^mfie gering gead^tet, loenn er bem <Staat niäftö nüftte/ 
unb ber Äonlg felbjl toax ber atfergenauejie 33eamte, ber über 20 
jebed S^aufenb S^^aler, ba6 tx\paxt ober verausgabt tt>urbe, 
forgte unb fd^alt. SBer In Dejierreid^ vom fat^ollfd^en ©lau^^ 
ben abfiel, tt)urbe mit ©onfiöcatlon unb aSerwelfung beftraft, 
bei ben ^ßreuf en fonnte ju itbtm ©tauben ob^^ unb jufaHen, 
tt>er ba tooKte, ba6 toax feine ©ad^e. Sei ben italferlld^en 25 
tt)ar ber JRegierung im ©anjen läfiig getoefen, mnn fic fld^ 
um ettt)ad §atte befummern muffen, ble })reufilfd^en ^tamitn 
Ratten l^re 9lafc unb i^re ^änbe überall. a;roft ber brei 
fd^leflfd^en 5trtege tt)urbc ble ^ßrovinj mit blü^enber, aö jur 
Äaiferjelt. ©Infi fyiikn ^unbert 3a^re nld^t au6geretd&t, bie 30 
^anbgreipid^en ©^)uren beS brelf Igjä^rlgen itrlegeS ju Ver^ 
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n)ifd^en, ble 8eute erinnerten fid^ n)o^t, tt)ie überall in bcn 
©taWen bie ©d^utt^aufen au6 ber ©d^wcbenjelt gelegen 
Ratten, überall neben ben gebauten Käufern bie njfijien 
Sraubfietten. SBlele fleine ©tabte f^atttn nod^ Storf^aufer 
5 nad) alter [laöifd^er Slrt mit 6tro^^ unb ®cl^inbelbad&, feit 
lange bürftlg auögeflirft. , !Durd^ bie 5ßreufen njaren bie 
©puren nid^t nur alter aSern>ufiung, aud^ ber neuen bed 
fiebenja^rigen Ärieged na(S} n)enigen Sa^rje^nten getilgt, 
griebrid^ i)atk einige ^unbert neue 2)6rfer angelegt, fjdttt 

10 fünfje^n anfefjnlid^e ©tabte jum grofen iE^eil auf föniglid^e 
ifojien tt>ieber in regelmäßigen ©trafen aufmauern laffen, er 
tjatte ben ©utö^errn ben garten 3tt)ang aufgelegt, einige 
taufenb eingejogene ©auer^ofe tt)ieber aufjubauen unb mit 
crblid^en Sigent^ümem gu befe^en. ^m Äaiferjeit n)arcn 

15 bie Slbgaben mit geringer gett)efen, aber fie \t>axm ungleid^ 
t)ert^eilt unb lajieten jumeift auf bem Slrmen, ber Slbel n)ar 
üom größten Xf)nl berfelben befreit, bie ©r^ebung tt>ax unge^ 
fd^idtt, »iel tt)urbe veruntreut unb fd^ted^t t)ertt>enbet, e^ floß 
ver^altnißmäfiig njenig- in bie faiferlid^en itaffen. S)ie 

20 ^teufen bagegen Ratten ba6 8anb in fleine streife getf)eilt, 
ben aaSert^ be6 gefammten 33oben6 abgefd^a^t, in n)enig 
Saferen faji alle ©teuerbefreiung aufgehoben, ba^ flad^e 8anb 
jaljlte je^t feine ©runbfteuer, bie ©tabte i^re Slccife. ©0 
trug bie ^Proöinj bie boppelten Saften mit größerer Seid^tig* 

25 feit, nur bie ?ßriöilegirten murrten ; unb babei fonnte fie 
nod^ 40,000 ©olbaten unterhalten, n)&^renb fonft etn^a 2000 
im Sanbe gcwefen voaxtn. SSor 1740 Ratten bie SbeKeute 
bie großen Ferren gefj)ielt, tt)er fat^olifd^i unb reid^ tt>ar, lebte 
in SBien, mx fonji baö @clb aufbringen fonnte, gog fid^ nac^ 

30 Sre^lau ; jeftt faß bie üKe^rga^l ber @ut6^erren auf i^ren 
©ütern, ber Slbel »ußte, baß eö i^m beim ifonig fnx eine 



(g^rc galt, mm er für bic Sultur be^ Sot)en6 forgte, unb baf 
bcr neue ^err fold^en falte SSerad^tung jeigte, bie nid^t Sanb^ 
tt)irt^e, Seamte ober Dfficiere tt>aren. grüner ivaren bie 
^rocejfe unabfe^bar unb fojif^)ielig gen)efen, of)ne 33efied^ung 
unb @eIbo))fer faum burd^jufeften, je^t fiel auf, bafi bie 3öf|I 5 
ber 2lböo!aten geringer n)urbe, bie Urtf)ei(e fo fd^neK famen. 
Unter ben Dejierreid^ern freilid^ n)ar ber ÄaraMnen^i^anbct 
mit bem Djien @urova'6 großer gen)efen, bie 33ufotoiner unb 
Ungarn, aud^ bie 5ßoIen entfrembeten fid^ unb fa^en bereite 
naä) Xxk% aber bafür erhoben fid^ neue Snbujirien: SBoHe lo 
unb S^ud^, unb in btn ©ebirg^tf^äfern ein großartiger Seim 
tt)anbf|anbel. 3SieIe fanben bie neue Seit unbequem, 9Ram 
d^er iourbe in ber Zf^at burc^ i^re ^arte gebrüdft, SBenigc 
n^agten ju (eugnen, baß eö im ©anjen n^eit beffer gcn)orben 
ttJar. 15 

2[ber nod^ cttt^a^ Slnbere^ fiel bem ©d^Iefier an bem 
^jreußifd^en SBefen auf, unb balb gen^ann bie6 2luffattenbe 
eine jiiHc *&errfd^aft über feine eigene ©eele. 2)a6 tt>ax ein 
^ingebenber fpartanifd^er @eifl ber 2)iener beö Äonig«, ber 
bi6 in bie niebern Slemter fo ^auftg ju S^age fam. !Da ioaren 20 
bie Slccifeeinne^mer, fd^on t)or @infuf)rung be6 franjofi^ 
fdben ®^ftem6 ioenig beliebt, inöalibe Unteroffidere, alte 
©otbaten bcö Äonig6, bie feine ©d^lac^ten genjonnen l^atten, 
im 5Pufoerbamj)fe ergraut toaren. ®ie faßen je^t an btn 
Zf)cxtn unb raud^ten an6 if)rer '&oIj^)feife, fie erl)ietten fe^r 25 
geringen ©e^alt, fonnten fid^ gar 3tiä)tö ju gute t^un, aber fie 
tt)aren öom frühen üKorgen bi^ fj)aten SIbenb jur ©teile, 
traten ifjre 5Pflidbten gen^anbt, furj, ipunftlid^^ tt>ie alte @ot 
baten ^)flegen. ©ie badeten immer an iijxcn 2)ienji, er ioar 
i^re @^re, i^r ©totj. Unb nod^ lange erja^lten alte ©d^fo ^o 
fier au6 ber 3eit be6 großen Äönigö ifjren @nfeln, voic i^nen 



auä) an anbern preuflfd^en Seamten Me $unftKd^f«t, 
©trettfle unb (S^rlid^fcU aufgefallen tt>ar. S)a »ar in jcber 
itrei^flabt ein ©nne^mer ber Steuern, er ^aufie in feiner 
fteinen iDlenjijiube, blc üleKeld^t ju gletd^er 3elt fein Q^laf^ 

5 jimmer ttjar, unb fammelte In einer gropen l^&Ijernen ©d^üffeC 
ble @runbfleuer, toüäft ble ©d^uljen allmonatllcl^ am it^ 
filmmtcn Za^t in feine ©tube trugen. SStele taufenb S^^aler 
würben auf langer Sijie »erjeld&net unb bl« auf ben legten 
^Pfennig In ble grofen i&auptfaffen abgeliefert, ©erlng tt>ar 

10 blc Sefolbung anä) elneö fold^en SJIanned; er fafc na^m ein 
unb parfte In 33eutel, btö fein ^aax tt)elf touxbt, unb blc 
jlttembe ^anb nld^t mef|r ble S^^lg^ofd^enfiucfe ju n)erfen 
t)ermo(]^te. 9Rlt Sld^tung unb einer gen)lffen <Sä)m fa§ ba6 
SSoIf aud^ auf blefe untergeorbneten Diener elneö neuen . 

15 $rlncl))6. Unb nld^t ble ©d^Iefler allein. 66 toax bamlt 
überhaupt ettt)a6 9?cue6 in ble SBelt gefommen. SRld&t aud 
Saune nannte grlebrld^ II. fid^ ben erfien S)lener feinet 
^iaatt^, 2Blc er auf ben ©d^Iad^tfelbern feinen n)llben 
Slbel gelehrt fjatte, baf ed f)bä)ftt (S^rc fei för ba6 SSaterlanb 

20 JU jierben, fo brüdfte fein unermüblld^ed ppid^getreue^ ©or^ 

gen auä) bcm Helnjien feiner Diener in entlegenem ©renjort 

ble grofie 3bce In ble ©ecle, baf er juerfl gum Sefien feinet 

Ä6nlg6 unb bed 8anbe6 ju leben unb ju arbeiten ^abe. 

8IK ble 5Pröt)lnj 5ßreufen Im flebenj&^rlgen Ärlege ge^ 

25 jnjungen tt>urbe ber ^alferln ©Ifabetl^ ju ^ulblgen, unb 
mcfirere Sa^re bem rujflfd(?en ?HdiS) einverleibt blieb, ba tt>agtcn 
ble ©eamten ber Sanbfd^aft bennod^ unter ber fremben Slrmee 
unb ^Regierung Inöge^elm für l^rcn Äonlg ®elb unb ©etrelbe 
JU ergeben, große Äunfl tt>urbe angen>enbet ble JEran^portc 

30 burd^jubrlngen. 9Sle(e tt>aren im ©e^lmnlp, nlc^t ein 9Ser^ 
r&t^er barunter, »erflelbct jia^Ien fie fld^ mit 8eben6gefa^r 
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burd^ Wc rujfifd^^^^ ^ecre. Unb fic merften, baf fle getingett 
2)onf ernten ttjürben, benn ber Ä6ntg mod^e feine Dji^)reufien 
üUtf)a\ipt nid^t leiben, er fprad^ flerlnflfd^ftlg öon i^nen, 
gönnte i^nen ungern bic ©naben, bie er anbern ^ßroüinjen 
ertt)ie6, fein äintlift tt>urbe ju Stein, tt>enn er erfuhr, baf einer 5 
feiner jungen Dfficiere jn^ifd^en SBeid^fel unb ÜRemel geboren 
fei, unb nie betrat er feit bem Äriege oji))reupifd^e6 ©ebiet. Die 
Dji^)reufien aber ließen fid^ baburd^ in i^rer SSere^rung gar 
nic^t jioren, fie fingen mit treuer Siebe an bem ungnabigen 
*&errn, unb fein befier unb begeifierter fiobrebner \x>ax 3m# 10 
mannet 5fant. 

SBo^I »ar e6 ein ernjie^, ofi rau^eö geben in be6 itonig6 
iSienft, unauf^örlid^ ba^ ©d(?afen unb (Sntbe^ren; aud^ bem 
SSejien toax eö fd^ttjer, bem (Irengen ^^errn genug gu t^un, 
aud^i ber größten «Eingebung n)urbe ein furjer S)anf ; mar 15 
eine itraft abgenuftt, tt>urbe fie tJieHeid&t falt bei ©eite ge^ 
n)Orfen; o^ne (Snbe toax bie Slrbeit, überaH 9ieuc6, Singe* 
fangene^, ©erüjie on unfertigem 33aue. SBer in bad Sanb 
fam, bem erfd^len ba6 ichcn gar nid^t anmut^ig ; ed »ar fo 
^erb, einförmig, rau^, tt>enig ©(^ön^eit unb forglofe «Reiter* 20 
feit JU finben. Unb n)ie ber frauenlofe J^au^f)alt be^ Stbnigß, 
bie fd^tt>eigfamen 2)iener, bie untern^ürfigen Vertrauten unter 
bm Säumen eine^ füllen ©artend bem fremben @aji ben 
Sinbrudf eine« Älojierd mad^ten, fo fanb er in bem ganjen 
l)reuf ifd^en SBefen ttxoa^ t)on ber ©ntfagung unb bem ®tf 25 
^orfam einer großen emfigen Drbendbrüberfd^aft. 

^mn aud^ auf ba6 SSolf felbji toax etn>a6 »on biefem 
®elfie übergegangen. SBir aber »ere^ren barin ein unfierb^ 
lidbee aSerbienjl griebridb'd II., nod^ jeftt ifl biefer @eiji ber 
©elbflt)erleugnung bod ©e^eimnlf ber ®rof e bed ))reußifd^en 30 
(Btaat^, bie leftte unb bejie Sürgfd&aft für feine SEauer. JDie 



futtftöoITc 5(Raf(^me, njefd^e ber große Äönfg mit fo t)icl @eifl 
unb X^atfraft cingcrid^tet ^atte, [oHte nid^t ett>ig bcfte^cn; 
fd^on jn^anjig Sa^rc nad^ feinem SCobe jerbrad^ fie, aber b.a^ 
ber (Staat nidbt jugleid^ mit i^r unterging, baf Sntelligeng 

5 unb 5Patriotlömu^ ber Sürger felbji Im ©tanbe ttjaren, unter 
feinen SRad^foIgem auf neuen ©runblagen ein neued Seben 
ju fd^affen, ba6 ijl bad Oe^eimniß t)on griebrid^'e @r6f e. 

9?eun Sa^re nad^ bem ©d^luf i^ed legten Ärlege^, ber 
um ble Se^auj)tung ©d^leflenö gefüf)rt ttjurbe, t)ergr6ferte 

10 Srlebrld^ feinen Staat burd^ einen neuen (Stmxi, an ÜÄellen^j 
iaf)l nid^t öiel geringer, teer an SDlenfdj^en, burd^ ble polnifd^en 
Sanbeöt^eile, tt)eldbe feltbem unter bem 5Ramen SBeji))reußen 
beutfd^ö Sanb gen)orben fmb. 

SBaren fd^cn ble Slnfprüd^e be6 Stbniqß auf ©d^lefien 

15 jn)eifel^aft gemefen, fo beburftc e6 jeftt be6 ganjen @d^arffinn6 
feiner Seamten, einige unfld^ere Siedete auf ü^elle be^ neuen 
(SxmxU au6jufd^müdfen. 2)er Äonlg felbji frug ivenlg 
barnad^. 6r ^attc mit faji übermenfd^Ild^em *&elbenmut§ ble 
Sefe^ung @d^Ieflen6 t)or ber SBcIt t)ert^elblgt, burd^ ©trJmc 

20 öon Slut tt>ax ble QJroölnj an ^ßreupen geflttet ^ler t^at 
ble ÄIugf)elt be6 ?ßoIltifer6 fajl aOeln ba6 SBerf. Unb lange 
fehlte in ber Söieinung ber SKenfd^en bem (Eroberer ble 
Sered^tlgung, ml(t)t, tt)ie e^ fd^eint, ble ©reuel beö Ärlegeö 
unb baö jufäaige @ludf bed ©d&Iad^tfelbe^ tjerlel^en. Slber 

25 blefer le^te Sanbgett)lnn bed Ä5nlg6, bem Äanonenbonner unb 
©legeöfanfare fo fe^r fehlten, tt)ar bod^ i>on allen grofien 
@efd^en!en, ml^t ba6 beutfd^e SBolf grlebrld^ 11. t)erbanft, ba6 
größte unb fegen^reld^fie. SRe^rere ^unbert Sa^re ^Inburd^ 
toaren ble t)lelget^eUten S)eutfd^en burd^i eroberung6lufilgc 

30 9iad^barn eingeengt unb gefd^ablgt tt)orben} ber große Äonlg 
n)ar ber erfie Eroberer, tt)e(d^er ivleber ble beutfd^en ©renjen 
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\mkx m^ Djien l^inauöfd^ob. »^unbert i5»af)re nad&bcm 
[ein grofier 3l§nf)crr blc gi^cinfcfiungen gegen 8ubtt)ig XIV. 
üergekn^ t)ertl)cibigt f)atk, gab er ben 3)eutfd^en ttJieber bic 
nad^brüdflid^c SDiafjnung, ba^ fie bie Slufgabe ^aben, ©efe^, 
Silbung, Steifheit, Sultur unb Snbujirie in ben Dften 5 
(Smopa'^ Wneinjutragen. ©ein ganje6 8anb, einige alt\aä)f 
fif($e Xtxxitoxitn aufgenommen, tt?ar ben ©lat)en burd^ 
®ett>a(t nnb Solonifatlon abgerungen, niemals feit ber ^blUx^ 
wanberung be6 9RitteIaIterö ^atk ber ifamj)f um bie mikn 
ebenen im Dften ber Dber aufgebort, nie tjattt fein ^an^ i^ 
»ergeffen, baf e6 aSertt>aIter ber beutfd^en ©renje n^ar. ©0 
oft bic SBaffen ruhten, jiritten bie 5ßoIitifer. 5furfürjl grieb^ 
rid^ SBil^elm f)aitt ba^ Drben^Ianb $reufen t)on ber poU 
nifd^en Se^nö^o^eit befreit, Stiebrid^ I. f)attt auf biefe ifolirte 
Kolonie entfd^Ioffen bie ffbnigöfrone gefegt. Slber ber 33efiö 15 
Dftprcufen6 n)ar unfid^er^ nid^t bie tjerfaulte 9ie))ubK! $oIen 
bro^te ©efa^r, n)o^l aber bie auffteigenbe @r6f e 3luß(anb6. 
griebrid^ fjatk bie 9iuffen atö Seinbe ad^ten gelernt, er !anntc 
bie ^od^fliegenben ^piane ber Äaiferin Äat^arina. 2)a grif 
ber Huge gürfi im redeten Slugenblidf ju. 2)a6 neue ©ebiet : 20 
^^ommereHen, bie 3Boln)obfd^aft ifulm unb 9Rarienburg, ba6 
Si^t^um ©rmelanb, bie ©tabt Slbing, ein Zf)dl t)on ffuja^ 
t)ien, ein 3;^eif t)on 5ßofen, »erbanb Dft^)reuiien mit 5ßom^ 
mern unb ber SÄart G6 n)ar t)on je ein ©renjianb gett)efen, 
feit ber Urjeit l^atten fid^ SBoKer t)on tjerfc^iebenem ©tamm 25 
an ben Äüjien ber Djifee gebrängt: Deutfd^e, Slawen, 
Sit^auer, Sinnen, ©eit bem breije^nten Sa^r^unbert tt>aren 
bic iDeutfd^en atö ©täbtegrunber unb SMcrbauer in bied 
SBeid^fcUanb gebrungen: Drben^ritter, Äaufleute, fromme 
9K6nd(?e, beutfd^c (Sbeneute unb 33auern. 3u beibcn ©citen 3?. 
be6 SBeid^fefjirome erhoben fid^ JJ^urmc unb ©renjßeine ber 
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beutfAen Solonicn. SSor allen ragte baö prad^tige !Danjig, 
baö Sßenebig ber Dfifee, bcr grofe ©eemarft ber ©Uöcn^ 
linber, mit feiner reid^en ÜÄarienfird^e unb ben ^Paläjien 
feiner Äauf^erren, ba^inter am anbern 2lrm ber SBeid^fel fein 
5 befd^eibener JRitjal ©bing, ttjeiter aufwarte bie ftattlid^en 
S^^ürme unb tt>eiten Saubengange 5Karienburg6, babei ba^ 
grope gürftenfd^Iof ber beutfd^en*9litter, ba^ fd^önfle Sautt)erf 
im beutfd^en Sterben, unb in bem SBeid^felt^al auf üi>j)igem 
9tieberung6boben bie alten blü^enben Solonifiengüter, eine 

10 ber gefegneten Sanbfd^aften ber SBelt, burd^ madl^tige 3)ämme 
au6 ber Drbenöjeit gegen bie SSerttJÜftungen be6 ©toen* 
firome^ gefd^üftt. 3loä) Weiter aufwarte 5Karientt)erber, 
©raubenj, Stnlm, unb an ben 5Rieberungen bcr Sle^e Srom^* 
berg, üKittelpunft be^ ©rensjirid^eö unter jjolnifd^em SBoff. 

15 itleinere beutfd^e ©tabte unb SEorfgemeinben toaxm burd^ 
ba6 ganiie Territorium jerfireut, eifrig Ratten aud^ bie reichen 
SijiercienferHofier DUM unb ^dplin colonifirt. 2[ber bie 
t^rannifd^e «^arte bei3 beutfd^en Drben6 trieb bie beutfd^cn 
©tabte unb ©runb^erren SBeftjjreupen^ im fünfje^nten 3a^ri: 

20 ^unbert jum Slnfd^luf an 5PoIen. 

Die ^Reformation bed fed^je^nten Sa^r^unbert^ unternjarf 
fid^ nid^t nur bie ©eelen ber beutfd^en Soloniften, aud^ in ber 
grofien JRepubli! 5ßo(en toaxcn brei SSiert^eile be^ Slbetö pxo^ 
tejlantifd^, in ber f(at)ifd^en Sanbfd^aft ^PommereHen um 1590 

25 t)on ^unbert ifird^fpielen tttoa fiebenjig. Unb e^ fd^ien eine 
furje 3cit, atö foHte fid^ in bem flat)ifd^en Djien eine neue 
SSolföfraft unb neue ßultur entn^idfeln, ein grofer j)o(nifd^er 
©taat mit beutfd^ier ©tabtefraft. 2lber bie ©infu^rung ber 
Sefuiten brad^te eine un^eifooHe Umtt)anb(ung. S)er poU 

30 nifd^e 8Ibel fiel gur fat^olifd^en Äird^e jurüdf, in ben Sefuitem 
fd^ulen tt)urben feine ©o^ne ju befe^rungölufligen ganatüern 
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gejtJgen, "oon ia an Derftel btx p^M\ä}t (Btaotf immer txop 
lofer würben bie Sufiänbe. 

Slid^t flleid^ tt>ar ble Haltung ber !Deutfd^en in SBejl:? 
preufien, flegenüber befe^renben 3efuiten unb f(at)ifd^er 
S^rannei. 2)er eingekoanberte i)tnt\ii)t Slbel »urbe fat^olifc^ 5 
unb ^olnifd^, bie Sürger unb Sauern Wieben ^artnadfig 
^roteflanten. 3« bem ©egenfaft ber ©prad^e fam jeftt aud^ 
ber ©egenfaft ber Sonfeffionen, ju bem Stamm^af bie ®Iau^ 
ben^tt)ut^. @rabe in bem Sa^r^unbert ber Slufflärung 
tt)urbe in biefen Sanbfd^aften bie Verfolgung ber !Deutfd^en 10 
fanatifd^, eine })rotejiantifd^e ifird^e nad^ ber anbern tt)urbe 
eingejogen, niebergerlffen, bie ^oljernen angejifnbet ; war eine 
Äirc^e »erbrannt, fo Ratten bie 2)6rfer ba^ ©lorfenred^t »er^ 
toren, beutfd^e ^ßrebiger unb ©d^uUeljrer n>urben tjerjagt unb 
fd^^anblic^ miß ^anbelt. " Vexa Lutheranum, dabit tha- 15 
lerum" »urbe bca^ geit)PÖnlid^e ©prüd^tt^ort ber ^ßolen gegen 
bie 2)eutfd^en. @iner ber gropten ©runb^erren beö 8anbe6, 
ein Unru^ au^ bem »^aufe SSimbaum, Staroji »on ©nefen, 
würbe gum JJobe mit 3itngenau6reifien unb »^anbab^auen 
»erurt^ilt, tt>eil er au^ beutfd^en Sudlern beiß enbe Semer^ 20 
fungen gegen bie Sefuiten in ein Siotijbud^ gefd^rieben ^atte. 
@^ gab fein Siedet, e^ gab feinen ®ä)Vii me^r. 2)ie nationale 
5ßartel beö ^)oInifd^en Slbetö t)erfoIgte im SSunbe mit fana# 
tifd^en ^Pfaffen am Ieibenfd^aftlid{>flen bie, tt>eld^e fie atö 
Seutfd^e unb 5ßroteftanten ^apte. 3u ben ^Patrioten ober 25 
Konföberirten lief aUed raublufiige ©efinbel; fie warben 
Raufen, gegen })Iünbernb im ianbt um^er, überfielen fleinere 
©tabte unb beutfd^e 2)6rfer. Smmer ärger warb biefed 
SBüt^en gegen bie 2)eutfd^en, nid^t nur au^ ©laubenöeifer, 
nod^ me^r au8 .^abfud^t. S)er polnifd^e ßbelmann SRo^so 
fow«fl jog einen rot^n unb einen fd^warjen ©tiefet an, ber 
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c{ne foHtc geuer^ ttx anbete Zeb bebeuten ; fo ritt er fcraub*^ 
fd^aftenb »on einem Ort jum anbern, ließ enblid^ in 3ajirom 
bem «jangefifd^en ^rebiger SBiHid^ ^änbe, güfe unb iuU^t 
ben iJo})f ablernen unb ble ©lieber in einen SKorafi ttjerfen. 
5 3)a« gef^a^ 1768. 

©0 fa^ eö in bem Sanbc lurj t>or ber j^reufifd^n S5e:? 
fe^g aud. ^ »)aren 3#&nbe, mie fie jle^t etn>a no(]^ in 
S$^en mog(i4 in bem elenbe{ien SS3infe( be6 d^rifilid^en 
@uro^>a'ö uner^rt tt>aren. 

10 ^wlx SJangig, ben 5ßoIen Hnentbe^rlid^, erlieft [xä) burd^ 
blefe 3a^rje^nte ber Sluflofung in »orne^mer Slbgefc^{ofl[en? 
l^ett, e^ blieb ein greißaat unter jta))lfd^em Sd^ufc lange bem 
großen 5t6nig ärgerlich unb tt)enig geneigt. Slber bem Saab 
unb ben meifien biutfd^n ©tabten n>ar bie energifd^e »§ilfe 

15 be6 ifonigd SRettung t>om Untergange. !Die <)reußifd^en 

. SSeamten, »eld^e in ba^ Sanb gefd^irft ivurben, ivaren erjiaunt 

über bte Sroftlofigfeit ber uner{)5rten SSer^ältniffe, tt>eld^e 

tt>enige Slagereifen »on i^rer «^auptfiabt befianben. SRur 

einige größere ©tobte, in benen ba^ beutfd^e Sebfn bard^ fefte 

20 SKauern unb ben alten 9Rarftöerfe^r unterhalten vpurbe, unb 
gefd^ü^te Sanbjirid^e, tt)eld^e au^fd^Iießlid^ öon !Deutfd^en bc^ 
mi)nt würben, »ie ble SRiebcrung bei 2)anjig, bie 3)6rfer 
unter ber milben ^^errfd^aft ber Sijiercienfer t)on DlitHi unb 
ble tt)o^l^abenben beutfdl^en £)rtfd^aften bc^ fat^olifd^n @rm*= 

25 lanb6; lebten in erträglid^en 3w|länben. Slnbere ©t&bte 
lagen in S^rümmern, »ie ik meiften ^ofe beö glad^lanbeö. 
Sromberg, bie beutfd^ Solonifi<njiabt, fanben bie 5ßreußen 
in @d(^utt unb Stuinen; ed ijl nod^ ^ute nici^t moglid^^ 
genau ju ermitteln, n>ie bie ©tabt in biefen Sujl^nb ge^ 

30 lommen i% ja bie ©d^irffale, tt>eld^e ber ganje SRefcebiflrift 
in ben legten neun Saftren »or ber ^>reuf ifd^en SSefi^na^me 



©er Staat Sriebrld^« bc« ®rofcn. 55 

erbulbct ^at, fmb t)i>nig unbefannt, fein ©efd^id^tfd^reiber, 
feine Urfunbe, feine Slufaeld^nung giebt Serid^t übet bic 
3etjl6rung nnb ba^ ©emeftel, tt>e(ci^e« bort »ervpüjlet ^aben 
muf. Offenbar ^ahm bie polnlfd^en gactionen fid^ unter 
einanber gefd^Iagen, 9Ripernten unb ©eud^en mögen baö 5 
Uebrige get^an I)aben. i?u(m ^atte auö alter ^dt feine mf)U 
gefugten SÄauern unb bie ftattlid^en if ird^en erhalten, aber in 
ben ©trapen ragten bie «^alfe ber ^auöfetter über ba^ 
morfd^e «^olj unb bie Si^gelbrocfen ber jerfaöenen ©ebäube 
^eröor, ganje ©trafen beflanben nur an^ fold^en ifeHerräu^ 10 
men, in benen elenbe Sett)o^ner Rauften. SSon ben t)ier3ig 
i^äufern be^ großen SSRarftpIafte^ f)atkn ad^tunbjtoanjig 
feine S^fiüren, feine 2)ad^er, feine Senjier unb feine @igem 
t^ümer. 3n ä^nlid^er SSerfaffung toaxm anbere 6tabte. 

?Iud^ bie SWe^rja^I beö Sanb^olf^ lebte in 3uftanben, 15 
toefd^e ben Seamten be^ 5fonigö jammerlid^ fd^ienen, jumal 
an ber ©rense 5ßommern6; tt)o bie tt>enbifd^en Äaffuben faßen. 
SBer bort einem Dorf natjU, ber fa^ graue J^ütttn unb jer* 
riffene 6tro^bad^er auf fa{)ler (Jläd^e, o^ne einen Saum, o^ne 
«inen ©arten — nur bie ©auerfirfd^bäume tt>aren alt^ei^ 20 
mifd^. 35ie *&aufer waren auö ^ofjernen ©projfen gebaut, 
mit Se^m auögeftebt ; burc^ bie ^an^ifjux trat man in bie 
®tnU mit großem »^erb o^ne ©d^ornflein; ©tubenofen 
tvaren unbefannt, feiten »urbe ein Sid^t angejünbet, nur ber 
Jtienfpaf)n erfieHte bad !Dunfel ber langen SBinterabenbe j 25 
ba^ *&auj)tjiüdf be^ elenben ^an^xatij^ »ar ba^ 6rucifir, 
barunter ber 5Raj)f mit SBeif)tt)affer. 2)ad fd^mu^ige unb 
»üjie aSolf lebte »on Srei aM SRoggenme^l, oft nur »on 
Ärautem, bie fie atö i?o^l jut ©u})})e fod&ten, öon »geringen 
unb 95ranntn)ein, bem grauen »ie Scanner unterlagen. 30 
Srob tourbe nur \)on ben SReid^fien gebadfen. SSiele Ratten 

5—2 
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in i^rem Sebcn nie einen fold^en Sedfetbiffen gegeffen, in 
wenig 2)otfern jlanb tin Sadfofen. »hielten Me Seute ja 
einmal SSienenjiödfe, fo t)etfauften fie i)en »^onig an We 
(StibkXf auferbem gefd^niftte Soffel itnb gefio^fne JRinbe, 

5 bafür erftanben fie auf ben 3a^rmarften ben groben blauen 
Znäfxod, bie fd^marje ^ßelamü^e unb ba6 ^Urot^e ifopftuc^ 
für i^re grauen. SRld^t ^auftg »ar ein SBebefhj^l, ba^ 
@pinnrab fannte man gar nid^t. !Die ?Preufen Porten bort 
fein aSoIfölieb, feinen S^anj, feine SDlufif, greuben, benen anä^ 

lober elenbejie ?PoIe nid^t entfagt; jiumm unb fd^merfaHig 
tranf ba* SSoIf ben fd^Ied^ten Srannttt>ein, prügelte fid^ unb 
taumelte in bie SBinfeL Slud^ ber Sauernabel unterfc^ieb 
fic^ faum t)on ben Sauern, er führte feinen *&afenj)flug felbji 
unb flapperte in *&oIa^>antoffeIn auf bem ungebielten gu^bo* 

15 ben feiner ^ütk. @d^tt>er tt)urbe e^ anä} bem 5ßreu^enfonig, 
biefem SBolfe ju nüften. 9iur bie Äartofeln ^tbreiteten fic^ 
fd^neU, aber nod^ lange würben bie befohlenen Dbft^)flan* 
jungen »on bem SSoIfe jerftört, unb aBe anberen Äwltur^er^ 
fud^e fanben SBiberfianb. 

20 Sbenfo bürftig unb t>erfallen waren bie ©renjflrid^e mit 
polnifd^er Set)6Iferung, aber ber polnifd^e Sauer bewahrte in 
feiner Slrmfeligfeit unb Unorbnung wenigfienö bie größere 
JRegfamfeit feinet ©tammee. €elbfi auf ben ©ütern ber 
grofiern Gbelleute, ber ©tarojien unb ber itrone Waren aHc 

25 2ßirt^fd^aftögebäube t)erfatten unb unbraudbbar. SBer einen 
©rief beforbern wollte, mußte einen befonbern Soten fd^idfeU; 
bcnn e« gab feine 5Pofi im Sanbe ; freilid^ fünfte man in ben 
2)6rfern aud^ nid^t ba^ Sebürfniß barnad^, benn ein großer 
3;^eil ber SbeHeute fonnte fo wenig lefen unb fd^reiben wie 

30 bie Sauern. SQBer erfranfte, fanb feine *&ilfe atö bie ®e/ 
fieimmittcl einer alten 2)orffrau, benn e^ gab im ganjen 
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Sanbc feine 2(j)ot^efen. 2Ber einen 3lorf beburfte, t^at tt)o^(, 
felbjl bie 9tabel in bie ^anb gu nehmen, benn auf \)iele 
9ReiIen iveit mar fein Sd^neiber ju finben, wenn er nid^t 
abenteuernb burd^ ba^ Saab jocj. SBer ein J^au^ bauen 
njoHte, ber mod^te jufe^ftt, tw er ^on iffieften ^er »^anbttjerfer 5 
gen^ann. 9lod^ lebte ba6 Sanbüolf in of|nmad&tigem i?amj)f 
mit ben ^eetben ber SBoIfe ; tt>enig SDorfer, tt)e(d&eii nid^t in 
jebem SBinter 9Kenfd^n unb S^^iere becimirt ttjurben. S3ra* 
(^en bie ^ßodfen au6, tcm eine anftedfenbe itrant^eit in'd 
fianb, bann fa^en bU imk bie ttjeipe ©ejiatt ber 5ßejl burd^ lo 
bie 8uft fliegen unb fid^ auf i^ren ^ütten nieberfaffen ; fie 
tt)ufiten, tt)a6 fold^e Srfd^einung bebeulete, e^ war SSerobung 
i^rer ^^ütten, Untergang ganjer ©emeinben; in bumpfcr 
Ergebenheit erwarteten fie bied ©efd^idf. — @ö gab faum eine 
9ted^tdpflege im Sanbe, nur bie groferen ©tabte bett)a^rten 15 
unft&ftige ©erid^te; ber (Sbelmann, ber ©taroji t)erfugten 
mit fd^ranfcnlofer SBiUfüt i^re ©trafen, fie fd^Iugen unb 
»arfen in fd^euf lid^en fferfer nid^t nur ben SBauer, aud^ bm 
JBürger ber SanbftäWe, bec unter i^nen faß ober in i^re 
^Snbe fiel. 3n beÄ »^anbeln, bie fie unter einanber Ratten, 20 
fam!|)ften fie burd^ Se^ed^ung bei ben tt>enigen ©erid^tö^ofen, 
bie über fie urt^eüen burften; in ben festen Sauren fjattt 
auäf ba^ fafi aufgebort, fie fud^ten i^re 3lad{>e auf eigne 
Sauft burd^ UeberfaH unb blutige »^iebe. 

@ö war in ber Z\)at ein t)erlaffeneö 8anb, o^ne 3ud^t, 25 
D^ne ©efe^, o^ne »^ermj e6 toax eine Ginobe, auf 600 
Cuabratmeilen wohnten 600,000 2Renfdben, nid^t 850 auf 
ber SWeile. Unb wie eine ^errenlofe ^ßrairie be^anbelte aud^ 
ber ?Preufienfonig feinen Öxmxb, fafi nad^ SSelieben feftte er 
fid^ bie ©renjfieine unb rürfte fie »ieber einige üReilenso 
^inau^. Si^ jur ©egenwart erhielt fid^ in ©rmlanb, ber 
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Sanbfc^aft um ^eilberg itnb Sraunöbcrg mit jwMf Qtabkn 
unb tjunhxt 2)i>rfcrn, bie ©rlnncrung, bafi jtt)ei j)tcu^fcl^e 
2)ambourc mit gttoolf SÄann ba^ ganje Srmlanb burd^ »ier 
S^rcmmelfd^Iägel erobert Ratten. Unb barauf begann ber 
5 Äonig in feiner großartigen SBelfe bit itultur beö Sanbe^; 
grabe ble verrotteten Sufianbe tt>aren i^m reijtJoTI, «»b^SBeji* 
preufen" würbe, »le bl6 ba^ln ©dj^lefien, fortan fein Strt* 
lingöfinb, ba^ er mit unenblid^er ©orge, »le eine treue SKut* 
ter, »ufd^ unb bürjiete, neu Heibete, ju Sd^ule unb Drbnung 

10 jnjang unb immer im Sluge behielt. SRod^ bauerte ber bipfo^ 
matlfd^e Streit um ben @rtt>erb, ba n>arf er f(]^on eine Sd^aar 
feiner beften Seamten in ble SBUbnip, n>ieber ivurben ble 
Sanbfd^aften In Heine itrelfe get^ellt, ble gefammte Soben^ 
flad^e in fürjefier 3clt abgefd^^t unb gleid^maßlg befieuert, 

15 jeber 5trei6 mit einem Sanbrat^, einem ©erld^t, mit ?ßoft unb 
Sanltätö^jolljei »erfe^en. 9leue itird^engemeinben tt>urben 
tt)le burd^ einen Sauber In'^ icbm gerufen, eine (5omj>agnie 
üon 187 (5d^unef)rern würbe in baö Sanb geführt — ber 
tt)ürblge ©emier ^atte einen S^^elt berfelben au^efuc^t unb 

20 eingeübt, — »Raufen t)on beutfd^en »&anbtt)erfern würben ge?* 
»orben, vom SWafd^lnenbauer blö jum Zkiü\txti(!f)tx ^Inab. 
Ueberatt begann tln ©raben, »jammern, Sauen, ble ©tabte 
würben neu mit SWenfd^en befe^t, ©traße auf ©träfe er^ob 
fid^ au^ ben JSrümmer^aufen, ble ©tarojielen würben in 

25 itrongüter t)erwanbelt, neue 6oIonlfienb6rfer auögefiedft, neue 
Sldferfulturen befohlen. 3m erjien Sa^re nad^ ber Seflftna^me 
würbe ber große 5f anal gegraben, weld^er in einem Sauf »on 
brel SRellen ble SBeldJ^fel burd^ ble tiefte mit ber Ober unb @Ibc 
»erbtnbet, ün 3a^r, nad^bem ber Äonlg ben Sefe^t ert^ellt, 

30 faö er felbfi belabene Dberfat)ne t>on ^unbertunbjwanjlg Suß 
8&nge nad^ bem Djien jur SBeid^fel einfahren. !Durd^ bie 
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neue ©afleraber tovctbtn mite ©trerfen 8anb entfumpft, 
fofort turd^ beutfd^e Solonljien befe^t. Mnablaffig trieb ber 
Äonig, er lobte unb fd^alt ; tt>ie gro^ ber @iftr feine« SBeam^ 
ten tt)aif, fie öermod^ten feiten l^m genug ju t^un. !Daburd^ 
gefd^^ö^ ^^r b«# iÄ n>enig Sa^rje^nten baö tt>ilbe f(at)ifd^e 5 
Uniraut, »eld^e^ bwt anäf über beutfd^en Slrferfurd^en aufge^ 
fd^ojfen tt)ax, gebanbigt tt>urbe, baf aud& bie ^olnifd^en 8anb^ 
ftrid^e fi^ an bie Drbnung be6 neuen Sebenö gett>o^nten, unb 
baf SBe^preufen in ben 5hiegtn feit 1806 fid^ fajl ebenfo 
^reupifd^ ben^ä^rte, atö bie alten 5ßroüinjen. 10 

SBa^renb ber greife if 6nig fotgte unb fd^uf, jog ein 3a^r 
nad^ bem anbern über fein fmnenbeö J^anpt ; ftiller voaxb e^ 
um i^n, leerer unb einfamer, Keiner ber Ärei^ 'oon SWenfd^en, 
benen er fid^ öffnete. 2)ie Slote Mit er bei Seite gelegt, 
auc^ bie neue franjofifd^e Literatur erfd^ien i^m fd^aal unb 15 
langweilig, jun>ei(en »ar i^m, aK ob ein neue^ Seben unter 
i^m in iDeutfd^Ianb ergrüne, eö blieb i^m fremb. Uner^ 
müblid^ arbeitete er an feinem JQttx, an bem SBo^lftanb 
feinet aSotte^, immer weniger galten i^m feine SBerfjeuge, 
immer ^o^er unb leibenfd^aftlid^er würbe ba^ Oefü^I für bie 20 
gro^e 5ßflid^t feiner itrone. 

Slber wie man fein fiebenja^rige^ 9lingen im itriege 
übermenfd^Iid^ nennen barf, fo war ani) je^t in feiner Slrbeit 
ttrtxx^ Unge^eure^, tüa^ bm 3eitgenoffen juweilen überirbifd^ 
unb juweilen unmenfd^Iid^ erfd^ien. @ö war groß, aber ed 25 
war aud^ furd^tbar, baß i^m baö ©ebei^en be^ ©anjen in 
jebem Slugenblidf baö »^od^lie war unb ba^ Se^agen be6 
©inaelnen fo gar nid^t6. SBenn er ben Dberfien, beffen 
9legiment bei ber fRcmc einen Srgerlid^en Segler ^cmaä)t 
fiatte, »or ber gront mit ^erbem ©^eltwort auö bem 2)ien|i 30 
jagte ; Wenn er in bem Sumpflanb ber tiefte me^r bie Stid^e 



btx jc^ntaufenb ®patm jal^Ite, alö Me Sefd^ttjerben bcr STr^? 
bciter, »cld^c am ©um^>fftcbcr in ben 8ajaret^en lagen, bie er 
i^nen errid^tet ; »enn er ru^elod mit feinem gorbern auc^ ber 
fd^neUjien Zf}at t)otanel(te, fo »erbanb fid^ mit ber tiefen 

5 ß^rfurd^t unb Eingebung in feinem SSelfe aud^ eine ©c^eu 
tt)le t>or einem, bem nld^t Irblfd^e^ itUn ble ©Heber bewegt. 
2116 ba6 ©d^lcffal be6 Staate^ erfd^len er ben ^ßrenßen, un^ 
bered^enbar, unerbtttlld^, aHwlffenb, ba^ ©roßte tt)le ba^ 
iflelne überfe^enb. Unb »enn fle elnanber erja^lten, baß er 

10 aud^ ble 5Ratur ^otte bejwlngen tt>0llen, unb baß feine 
Orangenbäume bod^ In ben legten grojien bed ^ü^llng^ 
erfroren tt)aren, bann freuten fie fid^ in ber ©tlUe, baß ed 
für lf)ren Äonlg bod^ eine Sd^ranfe gab, aber nod^ me^r, 
baß er fid& mit fo guter Saune barein gefunben unb »or 

15 bm falten S^agen beö ^ai ben ^ut abgenommen f)attt. 

üRlt ru^renbem Slnt^eU fammelte ba^ SBoK jebe ßeben^^ 

Äußerung be^ Äonig^, in voeld^er eine menfd^Ild^e @m})fin^ 

bung, ble fein 95l(b t)ertraulld^ mad^te, ju iSage fam. ®o 

elnfam fein »^au^ unb ©arten n>ar, unablaffig fd^mbte ble 

20 5p^antafle feiner ^ßreußen um ben gett)el^ten 9taum. SBemi 
e^ einmal glüdfte, in tt>armer SKonbnad^t in ble SRa^e be^ 
©d^loffe6 JU fommen, ber fanb tjleHeld^t offene JS^üren, o^ne 
SBad^e, unb er fonnte in ber ©d^laffhibe ben großen Äonlg 
auf feinem gelbbett fd^lummern fe^en. 2)er 2)uft ber 95Iü* 

25 t^en, ba^ Siad^tlleb ber SBogel, ba^ fillle SWonblld^t tt>aren ble 
elnjlgen SQBad^ter unb fafi ber ganje ^offiaat be« elnfamen 
9Äanne6. 

5Rod^ t)ler3e^nmal feit ber Erwerbung »on SBefi^>reußen 
blül^ten ble Drangen »on ©andfouct, ba »urbe ble 5Ratur 

30 5Dlelflerltt anä) be6 großen Äonlgd. @r fiarb aüeln, nur t>on 
feinen 2)lenern umgeben. 



!Dcr Staat griebrid^ be^ ©rofen. 6i 

SKit c^i:gclji9em ©inn war er in ber Stütze be« fiebert^ 
audgejogcn, alle ^o^en unb prad^ticjcn ffr&njc beö Seben^ 
f)attc er bem ©d^idffal abgerungen, ber gürjl t)on !Did^tern 
unb 5ß^iIofo})f)en, ber ©efd^id^tfd^reiber, ber gelb^err. iteln 
Zxiuvxpf), ben er fic^ erfampft, f)attt i^n befriebigt. BufaÜig, 5 
unfid^er, nid^tig tt>ar il^m aller Srbenru^m gen>orben; nur 
bad 5ßflid^tgefö^l, ba^ unablajfig wirfenbe, ciferne, »ar i^m 
geblieben. Slu^ bem gefa^rlid^en SBed^fel üon wjarmer Se^ 
geijierung unb nüchterner Sd^arfe tcax feine ©eele ^eraufge^ 
tt>ad&fen. SKit SOBiDtür ^atte er fid^ poetifd^ einjelne SDlen* 10 
fd^en üerflärt, ble SRenge, bie i^n umgab, t)erad^tet. Slber in 
ben JtanH)fen feinet 8eben6 verlor er ben @goi6mu6, t)erlor er 
faji 8ine6, tt)ad t^m perfSnlid^ lieb war, unb er enbigte bamit, 
bie ©injelnen gering ju ad^ten, tt>&^renb fid^ i^m ba^S5e* 
bürfnif, für baö ©anje ju leben, immer jiarfer erljob. SWit 15 
ber feinflen ©elbjifud^t f^attc er ba« ©ropte für fid^ begehrt 
unb felbfito^ gab er gule^t fic^ felbjl für ba6 gemeine SBo^I 
unb ba6 @lüdf ber kleinen. Sltö ein Sbealifi war er in baö 
^iUn getreten, aud^ burd^ bie furd^tbarflen (Erfahrungen 
tt>urben if|m feine Sbeale ni^t gerriffen, fonbern tjerebelt, 20 
gef)oben, geläutert; üielc SDlenfd^en ^atte er feinem ©taat 
jum Dpfer gebrad^t, Sliemanben fo fe^r ate fid^ felbfi. 

Ungen>6^nlid^ unb gro^ erfd^ien ba0 feinen Seitgenoffen, 
großer unö, bie wir bie ©})uren feiner SQBirffamfeit in bem 
S^arafter unfereS 98olfe6, unferem ©taatöleben, unferer 5tunfi 25 
unb Literatur bi^ jur ©egenwart »erfolgen. 



CONTEMPORARY POEMS. 



. §w €töSxtmQ htB Jf^IbjttgÄ 1756. 

«rieg ifi mein Sieb ! SBeil atte SSJelt 
itrieg will, fo fei e^ ffrieg! 
Serllrt fei ©j)arta! ?ßveupenö ^db 
Oefront mit 9tu^m unb ©leg! 

@ern tt>in id& feine Zf^akn t^un; 5 

S)le geler in bie ^anb, 

SBenn meine blufgen SBafen ru^n 

Unb fangen an ber SBanb. 

Slud^ filmmt' lä) ^o^en ©d^lad^tgefang 

SWlt feinen .Reiben an, 10 

Sei ^ßaufen^t unb S^rom^etenHang, 

3m Sarm »on SRoß itnb SKann, 

Unb ftrelt', ein tapfrer ©renabler, 

aSon grlebrld^ö 2Rut^ erfuDt! 

SBa6 acS)i^ i^ t^, mnn über mir 15 

if anonenbonner brüllt ? 

(Bin ^elb fall' iä}; noä) flerbenb bro^t 

SRein @abet in ber ^anb! 

Unflerblid^ mad^t ber »^elbentob, 

2)er Sob für'^ aSaterlano. 20 



Dbe an Wc ^ßrcupifd^e Slrmee. 63 

Slnä) !ommt man aud ber äBett bat^on 
®cfd^tt)inber tt>ic bcr Slift, 
Unb tt)er i^n jiirbt, bcfommt jum 8o^n 
3m .^immel ^o^cn €ift. 

SBenn aber i^ afö fold^ ein ^elb 25 

S)ir, 3Kare, nid^t jierben foH, - 
Stielet flianjen foU im Qttxntniclt, 
e« klb' id^ bem SlpoU l 

So n^etb* au^ griebrid^e ©renabier, 

S)em ©d^uft, ber 3lu^m beö Staat«, 30 

©0 fern' er beutfd^er ©prad^e 3ter, 

Unb iverbe fein »^oraj! 

2)ann finge ®ott unb Srieberid^, 

SRic^t« Heiner«, fiolje« Sieb ! 

!Dem Slbler glei^ ergebe bid^, 35 

!Der in bie ©onne fic^t! 

3ol^. SB. £. (Slleim 



2. 



#bje nn bie f nussiscj^je %tmtt 



Unübenvunb'ne« ^eer! mit bitn Zob unb SBerberben 
3n Segionen geinbe bringt, 
Um ba« ber fro^e ©ieg bie golb'nen Slügel fd^ttjingt, 
O »^eer, bereit jum ©iegen ober ©terben. 

©ie.^! geinbe, beren 8afi bie ^ügel fafi »erfmfen, 5 

!Den Srbftei« beben mad^t, 

3ie^n gegen bid^ unb bro^n mit Clual unb en>'ge^ 9lac^t j 
2)a« SBaffer fe^It, »0 i^re Stoffe trinfen. 



64 Obe an Wc ?ßrcupifcl^ Armee. 

!Dcr bürrc fd^lele 9?eib treibt niebertrad^t'ge ©c^aoren 
8lu^ SBejl unb ©üb' ^erau6, lo 

Unb 9torben« ^btjUn fpein, fo »le be« Dfiö, SarBaren 
Unb Unge^eu'r, bidff ju tjerfd^Iingen, au«. 

aSerbopjjIe beinen SÄut^! 2)er geinbc tt>ilbe glut^en 
i^emmt griebrid^ unb bein fiarfer Slrm, 
Unb bie ©crcd^tlgfeit tjerjagt ben tollen ©d^njarm; 15 
©ie hliiit buxä) bid^ auf i^n, unb feine SRürfen bluten. 

2)ie ^aifmlt tt)irb auf bid^ atö auf ein 9»ufier fe^cn ; 

2)ie fünfl'gcn »gelben e^ren bid^, 

3ie^n bid^ ben SRomern t)or, bem 6ifar S^^ieberid^, 

Unb So^men^ Seifen finb blr enjige JSrop^äen. 20 

9iur fd;one n)ie blöder, im Sauf üon großen S^^aten, 
2)en Sanbmann, ber bein geinb nid^t ijl! 
•&ilf feiner 9iot^, mnn bu t)on 9?ot^ entfernet bifi; 
2)a^ SRauben überlaß ben geigen unb Sroaten! 

3d^ fe^' — i^ fe^c fd^on — freut eud^, ?ßreuf en^ greunbe, 
!Die 3;age beine^ Sfiu^mS fic^ na^n. 26 

3n Ungett)ittern jie^n bie SBilben (iolj ^eran; 
2)od^ Sriebrid^ »infet bir — tt>o fmb fie nun, bieSeinbe? 

2)u eilefl i^nen nad^ unb brüdfji mit fd^njerem @ifen 
2)en 2;ob tief i^ren ©d^abeln dn, 30 

Unb fe^rfl voH 3lu^m jurüdf, bie !Deinen ju erfireun, 
!Die jaud^jenb bid^ em})fa^n unb i^re SRetter ^)reifen. 

Slud^ id^, iä) »erbe nod^ — t^ergonnt e^ mir, .^immel! 
einher t)or tvenig gelben jie^n. 
Sä) fe^' bid^, ftoljer geinb, ben Keinen Raufen flie^n, 35 
Unb flnb* @f)r' ober Zoi im rafenben ©etümmel. 



Sricbridö tcr ®rcfc. Sin ^\)tmnß. 65 

Site ic^ ein StnaU nod^ tt)ar, 
Unb Sricbrid^ JE^atcnntf 
Ucber ben (Srbftei^ fd^oH, 

;Da n)cint' id^ üor grcuben über bie @r5ße be6 SDlannea, 
Unb bie fd^immernbe 3;^rane galt für ©efang. 5 

m i^ ein Süngling tt>arb, 
Unb griebrid^ö ^öatenrnf 
Ueber ben (Srbfreiö immer mad^tiger fd^oH, 
2)a na^m ic^ ungefiüm bie golbne ^arfe, 
2)rein gu jiürmen griebrid^ 80b. 10 

Sod^ herunter »om ©onnenberge 
J^bxf iii) feiner Sarben ©efang ; 
^orte Äleiji, ber für griebrld^ 
ma ber ^arP ind SStut flürate; 
^ßrte ©leim ben ifü^nen, 15 

Der be^ Siebet Seuerj)feil 
SBle bie ©renabe fd^wingt; 
^orte aiamlern, ber mit glaccn6' @eijl 
Deutfd^en Sieberfmn einigt; 

2lud^ f)!>xt' iii) müamo\>, ber griebrid^^ SRamen 20 

3m !Dit^^rambenfturm tt>irbelt; 
2)ic^ f)bxf i^ aud^, Äarfd^in, beren ©efang 
SBie '^onig öon bm iippm ber 9iatur 
Sräuft; ba t)erflummf id^, 
Unb mein aSerfiummen galt für ©efang. 25 

8l6er foß id^ immer »erfiummen? 
®oa ber Sett>unbrung unb ber Siebe SBogenbrang 



66 ^tlebrld^ ber ®rof f. 6in ^&^mttu6. 

2)ett Sufen mir fprcngcn? 9leln, id^ ttjag'ö, 
©rgtclfc bic .^arf unb finge griebri^ 8ob. 

98on meinet Sergej iDonner^o^e 30 

©trim' auf gcfleintem SRüdfen hinunter, 
2)u meinet ^i)mnM Seuerjirom, 
e^ jiaub' unb bonnf Im 3;§ate 
3Reine^ ^^mnuö geuer, 
!Daf e^ Igoren bie SSolfer um^cr! 35 

Sluf fd^ttoctcr ^Prüfungen SladJ^tpfab 
gurrte bic SBotfid^t bcn »gelben, 
@^' er brang in btx ®r6p« ^eiligt^um. 
®afj er nid^t traufen ba^ ©cl^n>ert 
aSon Äatt, feined greunbc^ Slute? 40 

©a^ er nid^t bllnfen ba6 ©d^^tjert 
8luf feinem eignen 9iadfen? 
üRut^ig unb furd^tlod blieb er: benn gürd&t 
Äannt' er fd^on atö 3ungling nic^. 

3n ber SDZufe feufd^er Umarmung 45 

Uebt' er fid^ au tragen ben golbnen ©cepter. 
©d^on flammt auf feinem »Raupte ba^ 5tonig6biabem, 
Sajie ber »olfenfammelnbe 3^ud 
©aß er auf bem 3;^ron' unb fd^üttelte SSIi^e: 
!Da flo^ bie 2)ummf)eit unb ber Unfinn 50 

Unb Sarbarei, bie 5Ra^tgefaf)rtin. 
er felbji war bad Urbilb ber SBeifen; 
3«ß bir, 5Wac^iat)eir, bie Um »om Slntlifc 
Unb ^rebigte gürjien bie ^errfd^erfunji. 
2)ie ® eifler feiner Slfinen fliegen an^ ber ©ruft ; s 5 
üRit be^ aReifler^ 5ßinfel jeid^nef er fie, 
©ang ^oöe ®ef5ng' in bie 8^ra, 



^iebrid^ ber ©rope. (Sin §^mnud. 67 

Unb frieltc bic glote Slpott^. 

SBie au^ ber Urnad^t 2;iefc 

SSon ©Ott gerufen, Sonnen flodten, 60 

©0 fliegen SQBeifen unb Äünjiler . enH)or, 

«nb ber ©täbte prjiin »arb SSerlln. 

98on griebrld^^ ©d^tt)ett beru^ 
(Srfiidt ba^ ©c^langenunge^eucr, bie S^icane, 
3m audgefprubelten ©Iftfd^aum, 65 

Unb be« Settlerd unb qjrlnjen SRed^t 
SBurbe t)on Sriebtld^a ^anb 
2luf gleid&er Schale gewogen, 
^ector, ^cS)iU unb Saefar unb 3ulian, 
!Der 5Bortt)e(t unb ter Slfternjelt »gelben, 70 

Staunten, ald fein Ärlegerruf ^inabbonnerte 
3n be^ JEobe^ ©d^attengeftlb, 
Surci^tbar bilbet' er fein »&eer. 
Grfanb nid^t griebrid^ jenen Änauel, 
2)er, j)I6ftlid^ aufgerollt, 75 

©ropere «&eere in Staub tt)irft? 
günfmal bonnertc Sriebrld^^Sffioban, 
Unb fein toax Silefia, feiner iJrone 
ÄofHid^fiee ©efiein. 

Seiner ©roße Sonnenj)unft fam! 80 

^ab^burgö SIbler fd^n>ebt fd^redfbar über ifjtOf 
er bürjiete grlebrid^^ SSlut ! 
SSRodcoölend Sar mit el^be^ang'nen «paaren 
2)ürfiete griebrid^ »lut. 

©aHia fc^tt)ang bie li^ttt>eife Sille, 85 

Sie 3U taui)tn in griebric^« SBlut. 
Selbp aOBafa'e Sufel 



68 Sriebric^ ber ®rofe. @in ^^mnuA 

Unb ®ermanicn6 mad^tigjic prficn unb ©tibtc 
Surften bic ©d^ttjerter, in'ö ©d^Iac^ttj^al ju gießen 
griebrid^^SBoban'ö ^lut. 90 

Gr aber, ber Ginjige! tt)arf 
SDie erj'ne Srujl entgegen 
!Der tobfd^naubenben Seinbeöfc^aar, 
Sld^tete i^rer fd^rerfbaren 5!Renge, 
3^rer JRoffe tt)ie ^eufd^rerfenfd^ttjarm, 95 

S^rer jurfenben Sanjen 
Unb l^rer mttaWmn Sonnerfc^Iünbe nic^t. 

Sieben Sa^re flog er 
SBic ber JRad^ejira^I ®otte^ im S5kttergett)5ß 
Unter feiner geinbe 100 

©d^tt)arjen <Bä}aaxm untrer: 
S3Iut unb ^irn unb SWarf flof, 
Unb fpriftt' an feinet 3ioffe6 ©d^enfel 
idä)tn bamjjften, unb ©rab^ugel 
Sprmten tt)ie Serge fic^. 105 

3n Siiefengejialt trat einher ber SBürgegeift 
aSon SBut^gebrülI unb ©terbgett)infel begleitet. 
3n)analg fd^rerflid^e ©d^lad^ten n)urben gefd^lagen: 
Dft [d^ien ba^ ©d^irffal an griebrid^ö 2;^ron ju rütteln 
Unb ben ®olbfi& ju tt)erfen In ©taub. iio 

2)er JRaud^ »on griebrid^^ feften ©t&bten 
SSSirbelte mit hm Sammergeac^j' 
2)er Säuglinge, ber ®reife, 
2)er Slrmen unb Äranfen gen ^immel, 
2)af Gnget i^r Slnttij bargen unb trauerten. 115 

Slud^ fielen ber »gelben griebrid^d »iet, 
©d^tt)erin unb ifeit^ unb ifleijl unb SHJinterfclb, 



grlebrid^ ber ®roße. (Sin ^^mnu«. 69; 

Unb im ©ntflic^n aud i^ren Seibern 

itümmerten fid^ nod^ bic ®eijicr ber Xapftxn 

Um griebrid^^ ^&eil. 120 

Slber ber »&clb fianb mit ber fSta^t gejüdtem. <B^mxt; 
©taub im ©efc^üftbonner, im ©dbelgeflirr; 
Sld^tete Ttid^t beö baumenben 9loffe6 »^uffdE^Iag, 
5Rid^t be6 ^od^^errat^^ Drad^enblicf, 
9lid^t be6 jaubernben Sunbe6genoffen, 125 

9lid^t ber Sld^t, bie if)tt 
!Ded ganati^mu^ «^ofleniput^ 5Prei6 gab. 
3a, fo fiattb er fieben Sa^re im gelb bed Xcbc^, 
^e^r unb frei, unb grof tt)ie ein ®ott. 
@ö ftaunten bie SBoIfer. 2) er gelben ®eiflcr 130, 

g?idEten i^m Seifatt ^om SBipfel ber ©d^en. 
JRingöum tt)id^en öor i^m bie ©d^aaren ber Raffer: 
Unb [0 fianb er in [einer ^elben^o^eit 
Slttein ba. 

Sluf ^ubertu^burg6 Sinne 135 

2;rat ber ©erid^Wengel unb fprac^: 
ff®^ ifi genug." 2)ie Donner »erjiummten. 
griebrid^ jog in feine ifönigdburg 
Unb lenft' bem itrium^)^ au^. 

@rofi unb glfldEHd^ ju maä^tn fein aSott, 140 

SaSar griebrid^^ erhabner ©ebante. 
3n be6 Sanbeö SBunbe träuft' er Salfam. 
$allafte {iiegen au6 93ranbftatten impov, 
2)em Sanbmann gab er tt>eifen Unterrid^t. 
2)ie SWufen fonnten fid^ tt)ieber in griebrid^« ©tra^l; 145 
&t felber toax nod^ immer i^r Siebling. 

;,8iebt euer SBaterlanb! 
F. 6 



70 griebric^ bcr @rope. 6in ^\)mnM. 

©pred^t eure ^elbenfprac^e ftarf unb rein ! 

©d^Iürft auö ber ffr^ftallqueUe, 

2)rau^ ©ricc^enlanb unb Satium gefd^Iürft! 150 

"SSlaäft burd^^ Oeaffe mi^tx Sluölanböfitte 

Grjne ifnoc^en nii^t ju 9Rarjipan!" 

©prad^ er gum Sieber^olfe feineö 9ieid^6. 

!Dod^ nie legf er Guropen^ SBagfd^ar 

2lu^ ber Sitzte. 2)er ®auen beö gelben 155 

SBurben o^ne ©d^njertfd^Iag immer me^r. 

SBeit ^inauö in jebeö «ab^rint^, 

aSon ber [d^Iaufien ©taat^funft geflod^ten, 

®a^ feinet f)of)en Sluge^ SSSetterftra^l. 

SKerfbar ttjar baö SBe^en [eineö Dbemd 160 

3n jeber großen Jl^at ber SSSelt 

@r tt)og im aSerborg'nen bie dtt^tt ber gürjicn; 

2lud^ ^angf er furd^tlo^ bie SBagfd^ar an'^ ©c^wcrt. 

!I)a brangten fid^i 3;eutonien6 Sürfien 

3n griebrid^ö Setfenburg, m ber Stiefe 165 

Sinnt auf bem eifernen Sager; 

®ie boten i^m bie ^anb unb nannten i^n 

!Den ©d^ü&er i^rer grauen ?ltt(i)ttf fprad^en: 

;, ©el unfer Sü^rer, griebrid^^^^ermann ! " 

gr mÜV^. 2)a tt)arb ber beutfd^e 35unb. 170 

Slber immer grauer tt)irb belne SodEe, 
ginjiger, nie au6gefungener 9Äann! 
©ein ^aupt nidtt unter beiner Xf^atm ©ebirglaji. 
Salb n^irfl bu liegen in beiner SSäter ©ruft, 
Unb ber Unjierblic^feit dinf)' tt)irb über bir faufeln. * 175 
aSoran finb fc^on beiner gelben öiele gegangen; 
S)ejfau, ©d^njerin unb SBinterfelb, 



i5riebric^ ber ®roße. Gin ^ijmnud. 71 

Unb Stdifj unb itleifl unb ©eiblift unb Siet^en 
*^arren beiner im Xtmpd ber ©rofe, 

Statt fämjjfteji bu ben itann^f bed gebend: 180 

Starl tt)irft bu fämpfen ben itam^jf bed Zobc^, 
iDeinen »^errfd^ergeift gab bir ®ott: 
(Sr^alten ttjirb bir @ott 
iDiefen »^errfd^ergeifi. 

^ulblad^elnb tt)irb @r beiner ©eele fagcn: 185 

„2)u [c^njurji im SDrange ber größten ®efa^r 
8ltö ÄJnig ju benfen, ju leben, ju jlerben, 
Unb SBort ^aji bu gehalten. 
^an bring' i^m bie Ärone, 

!I)ie leud^tenber jira^lt, 190 

Site atte Äronen ber @rbe ! 
!Denn griebric^a, meined Siebling«, ®eifl 
3ft'ö mxtfj, ett)ig fronen ju tragen." 



6—2 



NOTES. 



Page i. 

I. The Thirty Years' War, 1618— 1648. 

4. ^oBSBurget: the familj of Habsbuig derived its name from 
Habsburg ($aBt(^t<Bitr9, Hawk's Castle) in the canton of Aargau in 
Switzerland, and became powerful through Rudolf von Habsburg, who 
was elected Emperor of Grermany in 1273; the last male of the Habs- 
burg dynasty was Charles VI., who died in 1740; his daughter Maria 
Theresa, who reigned from 1740 — 1780, was married to Francis of 
Lorraine (German Emperor 1745 — 1765), from whom the present house 
of Austria (wrongly called Habsburg) is descended. — 93otttBonen : the 
Bourbon dynasty, so called from the possession of the seignory of Bour- 
bon in the province of Bourbonnais, now the department of AUier, 
ascended the French throne in 1589 (Henry IV. — 1610, Louis XIII. 
— 1643, Louis XIV. — 1715, Louis XV. — 1774, Louis XVL — 1793; 
Louis XVII. 18 14 — «4, Charles X.— 1830. Its present representative is 
the pretender, Henri Dieudonne, commonly called Comte de Chambord). 
— ft<^ l^eraufcingen, to struggle upwards, work one's way upwards. 

6' ^ufe, originally a hide of land (* una hoba quod est XXX iugera 
terrae araturiae ' in a mediaeval documcnt), then a small freehold. 

8. S3arren, bars of metal, buUion. 

9. »ewüflet : in the Thirty Years' War the Marches of Branden- 
burg had been devastated by the armies both of Protestants and Impe- 
rialists. 

13. 0lu^))tel^, lit. 'beasts of use/ cattle. — ^Untatut, a rare word, primi- 
tive nature.—griebrit^ aDBtl|etm, the great Elector, reigned from 1640— 
1688. "He found Brandenburg annihilated, and he left Brandenburg 
sound and flourishing ; a great country, or already on the way towards 
greatness. Undoubtedly a most rapid, clear-eyed, active man. There 
was a stroke in him swift as lightning, well-aimed mostly, and of a 
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respectable weight withal; which shattered asunder a whole world of 
impediments for him." Carlyle (iii. i8). 

13. Jtucl^ttt, the peculiar scarlet and ermine hat worn by an elector 
(Äutfürfl) of the Holy Roman Empire. The first part of the word is bie 
Äur=bie Jtiittoättie, from the verb füren or tiefen, which is cognate with 
the E. choose and Fr. choisir. For an accomit of the electors see 
Carlyle (11. 4). 

15. @tammtanb = angcflammted £anb, inheritance. 

19. Gfttoa« l^o^er faffen, to show a higher appreciation of something. 
We should commonly say auffaf en in this sense. 

Page 2. 

1. Frederick the Great states at the beginning of his work, His' 
toire de mon tempSt as foUows : **A/a mort de Fridiric Guiliaumej 
Kai de Prtisse (1740), les revenus de V^tat ne montaient qu^ä sept tnil' 
lions quatre cent mille icus, La population dans totites les pravinces 
pouvait aller ä trais millions ddmes^^ In the edition of 1788 it is 
observed, ** Cest un nombre rond que le Roi met ici; la viritahle popiUa^ 
Hon fCallaen 1740 qu^ä 2,2^0^000 personnes." 

5. 2)0« Äaiferl^au« is the imperial dynasty of Habsburg. — fettl^et 
=feitbem, ever since. 

6. jffiefen is a comprehensive term denoting (i) existence, (2) being, 
(3) the characteristic qualities of something. 

12 sq. Observe the subjunctive in the dependent clause in indirect 
Speech. 

14. unBefangen, unprejudiced. We say in einem ^orurtl^etl Ibcfangen 
fein, to be influenced by a prejudice. 

1 7. in bie ^öi^e fdjfnetten is properly used of the rebounding of some 
elastic material. 

18. We might also say al8 anberttco, or irgenb too anbet«. 

24. ber ©lavengtunb, Slavonic territory. The Marches had origi- 
nally been inhabited by Slavonic tribes. *' SranbenBurg, either * Surg 
of the Brenns * (if there ever was any Tride of Brenns) or * Surg of the 
Woods/ say others" (Carlyle, ir. i). *!Prcußen' itself, or Prussia pro- 
per, was originally inhabited by the heathen Prussians, who were 
conquered and forcibly converted to Christianity by the Teutonic 
Order ; see Carlyle, n, 6. 

95. bie« SReue, 'this novel feature.' 

27. umf(^Ue$en.: more commonly einfc^Ue^en. 

29. fd^netbenb, * sharp, strongly marked.' 
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Page 3. 

3. fein mag, *is perhaps,' or *probably.' This is a common way of 
translating these adverbs; e.g. er mag ein ganj guter Sunge fein, he is 
perhaps quite a good boy. — nxäjt ol^ne ©d^aben is an instance of the fignre 
called litoteSf i. e. two negatives enforcing an affirmative thought. Here, 
e.g., r\\ä)i ol^ne means as much as mit fel^r vielem ^ä). 

4. Orenjlanti, * border district* (comp. 1. 27). The ancient inheri- 
tance of the house of HohenzoUem, being the electorate of Branden- 
burg and the duchy of Pnissia, bordered upon the Swedish and Polish 
possessions; the Rhenish possessions lay close to the French and 
Dutch. 

7. Observe the alliterative character of the phrase SGBol^t unb 
SBel^e. — SSctwitf (ung, lit. * complication,' is freqiiently used in the sense 
of political crisis. 

IG, Comp, the Statement i, 15. 

13. JRcgimcnt is often used of *rule, govemment.' 'Regiment' 
bears the same sense in Elizabethan English. 

15. The second war which Louis XIV. carried on against the 
Netherlands lasted from 1672 — 1678, and ended in the treaty of Nime- 
guen. Friedrich Wilhelm fought there on Kaiser Leopold's side, 
after the year 1674, when the German Empire joined in the war against 
Louis. See Carlyle, III. 18. 

20. @tamm(i(^ara(ter : cp. i, 15 ; 4, 4. 

24. It would be more common to say toenig ©elel^tte (omitting the 
preposition). 

26. abbÄm^fen, lit. to let off steam; hence aBgcbÄm^ft may be 
translated by *cooled down.' 

27. fi|en is often used in the sense of tool^nen, though with a sense 
of perpetuity=anfäfftg fein, *tobe settled.' 

29. fnorrtg is originally used of trees, 'knotty,' /gnarled.' The 
metaphorical use of this word may be easily understood. 



Page 4. 

I. The Berliners enjoy even now-a-days the reputation of sarcasm 
and w^itticism. 

3. gÄl^, in Old German zächy is probably akin to E. tough^ Anglo-S. 
tdh^ which Stands for tah or tceh. 



76 FREDERICK THE GREAT. 

6« Giarles the Great, comxnonlj called Qiarlemagne, reigned from 
768—814. 

8. IBergröfletet, a somewhat unusual noun (from ^ocrgtöfertti 'to 
enlarge '), instead of which we commonly use 93ermcl^rer« 

17, The dynasty of the Wasa was founded by Gustavus Wasa, 
who liberated Sweden from the Danes (1521). His grandson was 
Gustavus Adolphus, the hero of the Thirty Years* War. When 
Christina, the only daughter and heiress of the great king, abdicated 
in 1654,1 her crown passed to Karl Gustav of Zweibrücken, of the 
house of Witteisbach, 'a great and mighty man, lion of the North 
in his time* (Carlyle), the grandfather of Charles XII. {There is 
also a Roman Catholic brauch of the house of Witteisbach, viz. th^ 
Bavarian.) 

19. flcfc^etb, 'clever.' Worcester observes that clever \s evidently 
derived from the verb to cleave^ and that several of the words which 
describe the various mental powers are derived from words signifying to 
*split, cleave'; we may compare gefc^eib from fc^eiben, to separate, sever. 
The spellings gef(|fett and gefc^tbt, as well as the form gefcfieut, are not 
correct. 

12. bcr beutft^e Ätieg denotes the Thirty Years' War.— The four 
monarchs alluded to are the following : 

I. Friedrich Wilhelm, the great Elector, 1640 — 1688. 
«. Friedrich I., the first King, 1688 — 17 13. 

3. Friedrich Wilhelm I., 17 13 — 1740. 

4, Friedrich 11.^ ber ®rofe, 1740 — ^1786. 
25. GtgAttjung, Supplement or complement. 



Page 5. 

1. Friedrich Wilhelm I. had married Sophia Dorothea of Hanover 
(daughter to George I., subsequently King of England), on Nov. «8, 
1706; Friedrich (bomjan. ■241 171 2) was their fourth child; but two 
had died before him, and only one girl, Wilhelmina, afterwards Margra- 
vine of Baireuth, had survived. Comp. 1. 27. 

2. @onnenf(^etn is used metaphorically to denote cheerfulness. 

6. ba« IRaturell, natural character, temper. 

7. fReiSung, quarrel, disagrecment. 

14. feine Bebcutenbe 9rau, a woman rather wanting in force of 
character. Carlyle seems to think better of her. 
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90. IDoB SUijIcics, ^the development/ not a common word. — Ixt 
AinberfeeU means the same as Wt ttntUd^e @eete or bie ®eele ttf itinbtf* 

^3* unl^olb, unamiable, unkind. 

35. The instructions written down by the king himself conceming 
Fritz's education and studies have been partlj translated and discussed 
by Carlyle, IV. 3. 

Page 6. 

4. ft(^ gelten (äffen is an idiomatic phrase denoting ' to be careless, 
negligent,' or * to take things easily.* 

7. Frederick's gouvemante was Madame de Roucoulles^ whose 
history and character have been detailed by Carlyle, IV. i. 

10. 9())^rtement9 (which should be pronounced in the French 
manner) is a more elegant expression than ®emA(!^et or Bimmet. 

14. Bebeutfom, 'significantly.' Here is Wilhelmina^s own narrative 
as given by Carlyle, vi. 1 : — ** M/ brother and I had all the mind in 
the World to laugh ; we tried hard to keep from laughing, but often 
we barst out Thereupon reprimand, with all the anathemas of the 
Church hurled out on us ; which we had to take with a contrite penitent 
air, a thing not easy to bring your face to at the moment." 

16. ftnbtf(^, 'childish'; finbUc^, 'childlike.' 

19. •* The Boy does not take to hunting at all ; likes verses, story- 
books, flute-playing better ; seems to be of effeminate tendencies, an 
(ffeminirtet SitA ; affects French modes, combs-out his hair, like a 
cockatoo, the foolish French fop, instead of conforming to the Army- 
r^[alation, which prescribes' close-cropping and a club." Carlyle, IV. 
II. — malpropre is the French term (used by the king himself) instead of 
unrein, nnfauBet. 

28. innerti(!^|l=in feinem flefften Snnetn. — tolberjlanb is used in the 
sense of »tberjltebte or gutoibet tbar. We properly say this of food which 
goes against the stomach. 

Page 7. 

3. att %xn%^ in the form of defiance. 

4^ gutragen is often used of carrying tales (comp, a talebearer, ein 
3tttr40er, and the Latin expression delatar), 

5. Our author is fond of omitting the verb wherever it may be 
easily understood by the reader (here e. g. enttt>idelte fid^). The Omission 
of the verb produces the efiect of describing, instead of narrating. 
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io> Friedrich Wilhelm's visit to Dresden, where the Pnissian 
King was splendidly entertained by the Elector of Saxe and King 
of Poland, August fcet ©tarfe, took place in January and February 
1728, when the Crown-prince was sixteen years ol<^ See Carlyle, vi. 
3, who observes that Frederick's life *for the next fa^ir or five years ' 
after the Dresden visit * was extremely dissolute.' 

17. flcigcnb, increasing. 

20. flttte 9lnfprü<^f , * silent claims.' 

23. Frederick's attempt at night occurred in August 1730 (Carlyle, 
VII. 6), during a tour in the South of Germany. The prince was 
lienceforth considered a prisoner and placed before a court-martial as 
having intended to desert, but the court refused to pass sentence of 
death. Frederick's friend and abettor in this scheme, Lieutenant von 
Katte, was executed under Frederick's window in the fortress of 
Küstrin. Cariyle, vii. 9. 

25. Jtüjltin is a strong fortress on the junction of the Warthe and 
Oder. — 9lu^J)in, *a quiet duU little town in that north-westem region' 
(Carlyle, ix. 2), was Frederick's place of residence from the spring of 
1732 tili August 1736. 

26. Sel^riol^re, * years of apprenticeship * — a term rendered famous 
through Goethe's novel of Wilhelm Meister' s Lehrjahre, 

Page 8. 

3. bo(^, * after all.* In this way we employ bo^i to meet a possible 
objection. 

5. 9ltgnjo^tt, * suspicion '; the old form of the word was 2lrgtoa^ii 
(M. H. G. arcwdn)t the second payt heipg the noun SQaf^n connected 
with toA^nen and £. to ween, See note on Kohlrausch p. 8, 6. 

12 sq. ** In all outward particukrs the Crown-Prince conforms ; in 
the inward, he exercises a judgment, and if he cannot conform, is at 
least careful to hide,^* Carlyle, IX. 2. 

22 sq. On Frederick's studies " in the Domain- Sciences and other- 
wise" at Küstrin see Carlyle, viii. 5. 

26. For the derivation of the name of Mecklenburg we refer to 
ournote on Kohlrausch p. 25, 2. — (Frederick) "isvery industrioüs... 
to get iall recruiiSt as a dainty to Papa. Knows that nothing in nature 
is so sure of conciliating that stränge old gentleman." Carlyle, IX. 2. 

31. ein fpittf, i.e. an increase of the profits hitherto attained. — 
an bic S^axi% geben üs an idiomatic phrase meaning ' to point out volun- 
tarily.' 
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Page 9. 

I. bie (Riefen are the gigantic soldiers of King Friedrich Wilhelm ; 
see p. 8, 26. 

5. SBirtl^fd^afttid^feit has occurred before, p. 8, 19. — tounbcrti^ and 
»ertounlicttt(^ are always used in an unfavourable, or at least ironical 
sense : * stränge, curious, queer,' and especially of persons whose 
manner and mind create wonder (but not admiration) ; tounterBat= 
toie ein SBunber etfd^einent», miraculous, marvellous. Another adjective, 
tounbctfam, is used in pretty much the same way, but appears to be 
limited to an elevated style. See Sanders, SßJörtctb. fceutfd^ier ©^noni?* 

"^^i P» 39 sq. 

8. ]&i« in ba« ©tnjetne, 'not excepting even the smallest details.' 

9. eingreifen in ti\Q<s&^ lit. * to put (one's band or finger) m some- 
thing,' i.e. to meddle (interfere) with it. 

14. ge*täuf4g (from loufen), properly *current'; hence eine @a(!^e 
ijl mir geläufig, a matter is familiär to me, or *I am quite familiär 
with it.' 

16. ba8 Heine iBeBen means the life of the lower ranks. 

18. ■ J&auSmirtl^, comp. Goethe, Hermann and Dorothea i, 32. 

23. JDetait= Ginjell^citen, p. 19, j. The word should be pronoünced 
in the German (not in the French) manner. 

24. In this phrase it would, perhaps, be more usual to employ 
the simple verb lieben, instead of the Compound which our author has 
preferred. Thus we say fcer SGBol^lftanb bicfc« fianfcc« l^at fidj) fel^r ge^ol6en, 
the prosperity of this country has greatly increased. 

Page ig. 

I. Observe the difference between gefdjjÄfttid^, * appertaining to 
business,* and gefc^dftig, *busy.' 

6. »erminben is idiomatically used of 'getting over' something 
unpleasant. Gomp. ü6eru>inben 1. 14. 

IG. See Carlyle's account, ix. i, where several authentic letters 
are inserted to show Frederick's great aversion to this match. The 
marriage took place on June 12, 1733. (Carlyle, ix. 7.) 

17. In a less concise style fonbern would be added before aud^. 
2G. "The young wife had an honest guileless heart, considerable 

sense. — With the gay temper of eighteen, and her native loyalty of 
mind, she seems to have shaped herseif successfuUy to the Prince s 
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taste, and growing yearly gracefuller and better-looking was an Orna- 
ment and pleasant addition to liis Ruppin existence." Carlyle, IX. 7. 

33. toAce fie, etc. is a shortened conditional clause instead of kocnn 
fU au(^ (even if ) ein (Sfngel getocfen koAte. 

37. too^l expresses conjecture (we may here translate it by * pretty 
generally ') ; see Aue, § 343, 7 (p. 300). 

99. St^eindSerg, an old Castle in Frederick's Amt Ruppin, was 
purchased by the king in autumn, 1733. Frederick made many im- 
provements so as to render it " a really handsome princely kind of 
residence." (Carlyle.) At Rheinsbeig Frederick resided from autumn, 
1736, until his accession to the throne, in 1740. " Friedrich*s hap- 
piest time was this at Rheinsberg.... His wife too appears to have 
been happy. She had the charm of youth, of good looks ; a whole- 
some perfect loyalty of character withal....This poor Crown-Princess, 
afterward Queen, has been heard, in her old age, reverting, in a 
touching transient way, to the glad days she had at Rheinsberg.'» 
(äarlyle, X. i.) 

Page ij, 

4. aufgctoetft, 'bright, quick-witted ' ; comp, the EnglUh expres- 
sion * Wide awake.' 

15. "We can observe these meetings, witliin two or three years " 
after the death of Friedrich Wilhelm I., " have become much rarer, 
and perhaps about the end of the third or fourth year, they altoge- 
ther cease and pass merely into the formal character." Carlyle, xi. i. 

16. et»a should be translated by a verbal phrase, e. g. * which 
she may be supposed to have acquired.* 

19. frarfam is used in the sense of ftjdrtid^ (= fetten, rare). It 
generally means * frugal.' 

20 sq. Compare the account given by Carlyle, xxi. 8, of the king's 
Visits to the queen's apartments, when " heusually said not a word to 
her. He merely,. on entering, on sitting down at table and leaving 
it, made the customary bows and sat opposite to her." She survived 
Frederick and was holding a soir^e at her country-seat of Schönhausen 
the very evening of her husband's death. 

«5. See note on p. 5, i. Wilhelmina died in October 1758 (Car- 
lyle, XVIII. 14). 

31. Sophia Dorothea died on June ^8, 1757. Frederick never 
«poke to her but with his hat in his band. 
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Page ii. 

4. Sftonbe mad^en is an Imitation of the French fronäer, " Fronde 
est le nom du parti qui prit les armes contra la cour, sous la minorit^ 
de Louis XIV, Fronder signifie, parier contre le gouvemement, ou, 
en general, montrer une humeur morose, chagrine, desapprouver, blämer 
tout,'* . Dictionnaire de VAcadhnie. 

5. Madame de Camas^ wliom Frederick used to style Ma honne 
Maman, the widow of a German-French ofBcer, the Queen's Dbcti^of« 
meiflenn, died at the age of eighty, Nov. i8j 1765. 

29. The EncychpSdU^ a vast undertaking originally designed by 
Diderot, comprises a series of articles on all branches of human know- 
ledge in alphabetical order, Itconsisted of 22 volumes in folio. The 
principal contributors to it were Diderot, D' Alembert, Condillac, Hel- 
vetius, d'Holbach, and Voltaire. — (Sl^rtflian SBolf (or 2Botjf) was born 
at Breslau in 1679, hecame professor of philosophy at the newly 
founded university of Halle in 1707, was deprived of bis professorship 
in 1723, whereupon he went to Marburg, was recalled by Frederick 
the Great immediately on his accession to the throne in 1740, and died 
at Halle in 1752. He was, perhaps, the most inflüential philosopher 
in Germany between Leibnitz and Kant. Frederick had tried to read 
Wolfs Chief work in German, but fou;(id \t too abstruse ; he got through 
a French translation made for him by Suhm. Carlyle, X. 3. 

Page 13. 

3. A few hours before his deaUi, Friedrich Wilhelm I. ab- 
dicated in favour of his son, The day was May 31, 1740. Carlyle, 
X. 8. 

8. The agent ia question was Seckendorf ; see his Journal^ and 
Jan. 1738. 

15. Many superfluous posts and court chaiges had been abolished 
by Friedrich Wilhelm I. It was thought likely that Frederick would 
revive the shallow aiaggificence and splendour of Frederick I. 



Page 14, 

I 

7. For the phrase auf Qfrben as compared with auf \n (Sfvtt, see Au^ 
§ 137, note^ 
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13. An excellent essay on Frederick's poetry— so grcatly under- 
valued in Macaulay's bantering Essay on Frederick the Great — may be 
found in the third yolume of the late Professor M. Haupt's Opuscula. 

20. fi«i is the adverb, 'of his own free will and invention.' 

25. em^fttitnc^ is here employed in a passive sense 'palpable,' 
generally in an unpleasant manner ; but in the phrase ein etnt^finbtu^er 
9)%cnf(^ the adjective is active: ' a sensitive man.' 

31. feine £teBen, ' bis dear ones/ not an uncommon phrase. Schiller, 
Glocke : 

Ort \^\i Wt ^Au))tet feiner SieBen, 
Unb ftel^, il^m fel^tt !ein t^eu'ceS ^aupt 

Page 15. 

8. Goethe's novel, Werther^s Leiden (properly Seiten te« iungen 
SBcTt^et'«), appeared in 1774; its high-strung tone, of morbid senti- 
mentality produced an immense Impression and called forth numerous 
imitations. 

17. KeBef^lnncnb is a rare word, probably coined by our author. 
He means to designate poetry as weaving threads of love. 

19. frug : we also say ftagte, whlch is perhaps more common than 
the strong form. 

23. »etflArenber Si^immer, *radiant halo.' 
25. tpia=etflteBt. 

27. im güniWgflen Saffe, * at the very best.' 
30. < With firmness and a feeling of equality.' 

Paqe i5. 

9 sq. The same persons feel like subjects within the pale of his 
Majesty's coiut, but begin to censure and cavil when the sense of their 
rights again becomes stronger within them. 

6. tü(f ^attltoe (lit. *- without holding anything back \ tmreservedly« 

i5. teilt is here ' irregulär, unruly.' 

18. tie astof e, properly < an uncovered place/ hence ft<9 eine IBIöfc 
geBen, to lay one's seif open to an attack. 

«3. itnenbtiü^, *without ever ceasing,' 

«7. Imptwifiten is a foreign term pretty familiär in German, instead 
of which'We have however the native phrase» et»«*- ou« tem €>tegteif fagen 
or V9t)&tingem • ' 
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29. Compare the phrase van einem Un^tüd l&ctroffcn tocrfcen, ' to be 
visited by a misfortune.* 

Page 17. 

3. It would not be incorrect to join the prep. \Att with the dative 
in such a phrase as the present. 

4. «ritft^afit is less frequent as an adverb, in which sense we should 
commonly nse etnflUd^. Grimm does not quote a single instance of the 
adverbial use of this word. 

9. The eighteenth Century is more particularly styled ba« 3ettaltct 
ter StuffTAtung, on account of the philosophical tendencies then pervading 
England, France, and Germany. Comp, below p. 53, 9. 

14. ^om^about (la Marquise de) was the mistress of Louis XV. of 
France, and as such exercised considerable influence upon State affairs. 
She was bom in 1721, and died on April 15, 1764. 

15. Elizabeth I., Empress of Russia, daughter of Peter the Great 
and Catharine I., bom 1709, reigned from December i74itoJan. 5, 
1762. She was one of the bitterest enemies of Frederick in the seven 
years* war. — Maria Theresa^ daughter and heir of Charles VI., whom 
she succeeded in October, 1740. She died Nov. 29, 1780. 

17. @o, in this manner. — The Compound S)t(!j>tertbeat is notgiven 
in Grimmas dictionary*. 

21. Jean-Baptiste, Marquis «/'-«^r^^ww, bom at Aix June 24, 1704, 
chamberlain and president of the Berlin Academy, died on Jan. 11, 
1771. 

28. More commonly (8 would be inserted after tfl, to serve as 
a kind of representative of the dependent clause beginnlng with baf . 

29» @an<fpttci, Frederick's palace near Potsdam, built in the years 

^745— 1747' 

Page i8* 

7. Frederick had shaped to himself a portrait, of d* Argens agreeabU 
to his mind (gemut^lic^), which portrait was, however, merely a poetlcal 
fiction (:|?oettf(d(^). 

13. Observe the Omission of the auxiliary l^^Xtt in the relative 
sentence. 

15. Observe the dlfference between cm^flnbr^ (sensitive =easily 
offended) and cin))f{nbfam (sentimental — first employed to translate senti' 
metftal journey^ on Lessing's Suggestion, a« 1 768 : see Grimm s. v.). 
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17. fiBcIlattntft^ is not a common adjective; fiBctgckuiit is, perhaps, 
more usual, though not exactly suited to the present passage. 

18. 9tcuitbe<(ticf is more expressive than ein ftcuntli(^er SBticf ; it 
means * a letter such as onlj a sincere friend can write.' 

19. ^ca Jttanft^utt, *afiectation of illness*; we say commonly, er 
t|ut (fiellt ftd^) franf . 

10, SBdnootf originally means 'man-wolf' (Le. a human being 
endowed with the faculty of tuming himself into ». wolf), from the old 
Word wer, 'man*; Gothic z^air, Latin vir, The French term is laup- 
garoUf in which gar corresponds to vfer, and ou to ulf = wolf (Low 
Latin gerulphus, Old French garoul), loup having been prefixed whea 
the meaning of the last sjllable had been forgotten. 

aS. The foreign term Segttimattqit is often epiployed to denote all 
such papers as are prescribed by law as pUces jusHficatvves, Here we 
might Substitute the German word 9te<9tf<ttigitn0. 

31. @ta(l^ct{«b«i, 'cutting pbsensatioo$'=9Uben, i)i betten ein %i'OLisjd 
tfl, or toe^e fied^en.. 

Page 19. 

7i 'hiÜioxCt^, sc. l^aJe. This Omission of the ^ubj. of the auxiliary 
in a dependent clause is peculiar to a rhetorical style. 

9. The Marquis jd'Argens 4ied at a Castle near Toulon belonging 
tp his sister. 

17. Frederick succeeded his father on May 31, 1740; Karl VI. 
died on Oct. 30> 1740. 

19. The Omission of the indefinite article Uefore fott^en is unusuaL 

92. (5in Siel^entl^eit '}& a fiUler and more «original Expression than 
ein @iel^te(. 

94. Gd ijl toal^t is identical in meaning with the adverb }tvar, which 
is, however, a compression of an origiiial ze wäre, * in truth, in sooth.* 
We might also say jwat to« fein J&ecr, etc., but this appears to have been 
avoided by the writer on account of the identity of seund In the first two 
words. 

26. bet is not the article, but =betient9en. 

30. fi(^ vc(^ Semanb meffen, to measure (on^*s strength) with some 
one. 

Page ao. 
^i *' A.D. 1537 occurred the (lr^et:6rübe«ung : Duke of Liegnitz, and 
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of other extensive heritages, making Deed of Brotherhood with Kur- 
Brandenburg ; — Deed forbidden, and so far as might be, rubbed out 
and annihilated by the then King of Bohemia, subsequently Kaiser, 
Ferdinand I., Karl V. 's Brother. Duke of Liegnitz had to give up 
bis parchments, and became zero in that matter: Kur-Brandenburg 
entirely refused to do so ; kept bis parchments to see if they would not 
tum to something." Carlyle, xii. i. 

3. gfcbern here=Beja:^tt« @cf>riftftetter. 

II. fein Sntercjf« »erfolgen, to pursue one's interest Thus we say 
especially, fein JRec^t »erfolgen. 

14. Frederick the Great bimself describes the stipulations made in 
the Westphalian peace (1648) with regard to Pomerania, in bis MAnoires 
pour servirä Vhistoire de la maison de Brandebourg: " La France qui 
avait ^pouse les interets de la Su^de, demandait que ce royaume con- 
servät la Pomeranie, en d^ommagement des frais que la guerre avait 
Coüt^s ä Gustave Adolphe et ä ses successeurs : et quoique TEmpire et 
Telecteur (Frederic Guillaume) refusassent de se d^sister de la Pome- 
ranie, on convint enfin que Frederic Guillaume cederait aux Suedois 
la Pomeranie cit^rieure, les iles de Rügen et de Wollin, les villes de 
Stettin, de Gartz, de Golnau et les trois embouchures de l'Oder" (p. 55, 
ed. de Leipzig 1875). 

17. Frederick wrote the words here quoted from Ottmachau, i4th 
January, 1741. Carlyle, xii. 5, translates them as foUows : "Be my 
Cicero as to the justice of my cause, and I will be thy Caesar as to the 
execution." The original French is : "Sois mon Cic^ron quant au 
droit de ma cause, je serai ton C^sar quant ä Fex^cution." 

19. '*Ingeniou8 yordan^ Inspector of the Poor at Berlin writes 

twice a week to his Majesty : pleasant gossipy letters," Carlylei Xll. 3, 
who gives some specimens of this correspondence. 

22. get{t»otl is less common than geiflreid^. 

35. The phrase in eine SrBett treten is less usual, but also more 
expressive, than vca eine ^r^eit herantreten. 

Page 21. 

4. kern Sreunbe, Jordan. The whole passage occurs in a letter dated 
3rd March, 1741, and runs as follows: "Tu me trouveras plus philo- 
sophique que tu ne Tas cru. Je Tai toujours et^, un peu plus, un peu 
moins. Mon ige, le feu des passions, le desir de la gloire, la curiosit^ 
m^me, pour ne te rien cacher, enfin un instinct secret m'ont arrach^ ä la 

F. 7 
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douceur du repos que je goütais, et la satisfaction de voir mon nom dans 
les gazettes et ensuite dans Thistoire m'a sdduit." The rest is from 
a letter dated i5th March, 1741: "Sans ce maudit penchant que j'ai 
pour la gloire, je t'assure que je ne penserais qu*ä ma tranquillite." 

9. feitab is less common than o^fcitd, with which it is» howeyer, 
identical in meaning. 

11. The verb »etft(|^eni may take either the accusative or the dative 
of the person to whom assurance is given. In the former case the 
thing assured is either put in the dative or expressed by a substantival 
dependent clause with baf . In the latter it is put in the accusative. 
Thus we may say, (5r »«rfic^crte fetne ©otttn bcr teb^aftt flen JDanfbarfett, or 
taji er fe^r ban!6at mar, or er oerftc^erte feiner (Satttn fcie leb^afteflc S)aitf barfeit. 
iBcrfic^em with the accusative means also *to insure.* 

12. ru^iged ^e^agen=6e^a9lic^ed, ru^tged Seben. Comp, the adj. unbe* 
T;agliä(i 15, and the phrase ed Besagt mir tieö £eben, * I feel at ease with this 
kind of life.' Comp, also tad 9J2tf besagen, p. 22, 9, and see note on 
Hermann and Dorothea, 1, 172. 

20. bie griedjjifc^en ®ele^rtcnf(3(iutcn denotes more especially the various 
sects of Greek philosophers, such as Stoics, Epicureans, &c. Comp. 
))r;ilofo)?r;tf(l^e äSilbung in the next line. 

26. ®^JOttt>erfc = fpöttifc^c or fpottenfce SSerfe. 

30. uertl^e SJlAnner, men of worth. Comp, el^tenioertl^, p. 23, 20. 

Page 22. 

2. ftd^ aufitl^un is originally used of a chasm or abyss opening up 
between, and so dividing persons on either side of it. 

5. bad SD2enfä(|Uc^e should be translated ' human capacity^ 

16. blieb instead of the Compound )>erbKeb, in the sense of erl^alten 
blieb. 

19. Slemugberg, a fictitious name, with which Frederick often desig- 
iiates his country seat of Rheinsberg. Frederick writes from Sclowitz, 
i7th March, 1742 : " Je pense souvent ä Remusberg et ä cette applica- 
tion volontaire qui me familiarisait avec les sciences et les arts; mais 
apres tout il n'est point d'etat sans amertume. J'avais alors mes petits 
plaisirs et mes petits revers ; je naviguais sur l'eau douce, ä pr^ent je 
vogue en pleine mer... Ces mouvements si violents de l'dme ne sont 
pas ce qu'il faut aux philosophes; car, quoi qu'on dise, il est bien 
difficile d'etre indifförent ä des fortunes diverses, et de bannir la 
sensibilite du cceur himiain. Vainement veut-on paraitre froid dans la 
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prosperit^, et n*etre point touche dans l'affliction; les traits du visage 
peuvent se deguiser, mais rhomme,. rint^rieur, les replis du coeur n*en 
sont pas moins afiect^s." 

so. ungeheuer corresponds to the Latin immanis, and is here em- 
ployed in the sense of producing an overpowering impression, * porten- 
tous,' 'stupendous'; comp, the following sentence from Goethe: man 
glauBt ^Mit beit aufgcfd^tagenen ungel^cutett aSäc^ecn bcd ^\ä\(i\i ju flehen. Even 
more appropriate is the following citation from Schiller : 

SlBte ucnn auf einmal in tie Stxt\\t 
S)er Sfreute mit ®igantenfc^ritt 
Üüel^eimnif ooU, nac^ ®eiflermeife 
Gin ungel^eured ®(^i(!fat tcitt. 

The adj. gcl^euet is now only used in negative phrases, e.g. e« ifl ni^f 
gan} gel^euer l^ier, * one does not feel quite secure here.' 

26. The original French runs as follows : " Tout ce que je desire 
pour moi c'est que les succ^ ne corrompent point l'humanite et ces 
vertus dont j'ai toujours fait profession. pespere et je me flatte que 
mes amis me retrouveront toujours tel que j'ai ^te.*' 

31. The French is as follows: **Voil^ ton ami vainqueur pour la 
seconde fois dans l'espace de treize mois. Qui aurait dit il y a quelques 
annees que ton ^colier en philosophie...jouerait un role militaire dans le 
monde? Qui aurait dit que la providence eüt choisi un poete pour 
bouleverser le Systeme de l'Europe ? " [fEuvres posthwnes 8, 184). 



Page 23. 

5. iung em^finben means to feel like a young man, have youthful 
feelings. 

6. The peace of Breslau, which terminated the first Silesian war, 
was concluded on June 11, 1742 (and "inasecond more solemn edition, 
Treaty of Berlin, July 28th following." Carlyle, xiii. 14). 

7. On Aug. 15, 1744, Frederick set out from Potsdam for the 
second Silesian war. The peace of Dresden, which terminated it, was 
signed Christmas Day, 1745 (Carlyle, XV. 15). 

12. This refers to the battle of Kesselsdorf (Dec. 15, 1745), by 
which the war was decided. 

14« Carlyle, XV. 15, calls Frederick's letters on the loss of his two 
friends " painfully tender." 

iu rm)}flnbfam, see note on p. 18, 15« 

7—2 
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93. This is a shortened conditional clause =totnn i6f naäf SBtrfra 
guräff (ef re. We might also say Bei meinet Oifi^fe^r nad^ (B. 

94. ifoßtt may also be expressed by the native German Mretnfamt. 
99. Compare the French construction : eile commencepar affaiblir, 

Page 94. 

«. jurüif rufen is an exact translation of the French rappeler, 

8. Begann : the singular of the verb is due to the preceding nonn, 

but more strictly it ought to be mein ©(^merj unb meine H^rAnen Be* 

gannen. 

15« gefetteten =tal^tn grfc^ieten, 'departed.' 

98. eine einzige (3rrf(^einuna, a singular phenomenon. 

Page 25. 

4. SBoItaite (Fran9ois Marie Arouet de), a famous French poet and 
writer, was bom at Chätenay, near Paris, Feb. 20, 1694, lived with 
Frederick II. 1750 — 1753, and died during a visit at Paris, May 30, 
1778. 

5. SBefet, a small fortified town not far from the junction of the 
river Lippe with the Rhine. 

18. ^ie f(d(^önen ®ei|leT is a direct translation of the French les beaux 
esprits» 

21. toarb i^m fcie Sftenbe : in ordinary German the words gii S^^eil 
would be added. 

22. S)er <$of$aIt is less usual than bte J&of^attung and bet ^offlaat. 

23. The expression ein \6)\t6}itx SWann is emphatic ; comp, the clas- 

sical lines : 

iten f<^Te(^ten SRann mufl man wcaä^itn, 

3)er ni(^t Bebac^, toad er voUBringt. 

For Voltaire's character we may especially refer to Carlyle, xvi. 7, 
•* M. de Voltaire has a painful Jew-Lawsuit " 

29. Be^enb, 'quick, rapid' ; from be hende by (the) hand, at band. 
So in modern German Bei ber $anb fein is *to be at band, to be ready,' 
and hence *to be quick, alert.' 

Page 26. 

1. We should commonly say in ben Slugen. The prep. »or would be 
admissible in such a phrase as er l^at )»or beinen Slugen leine <9nabc 
gefnnben. 
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1, tote ^et^ig, &c. = o^tetd^ feine 93ertrauten fel^t ffeiflt g but(i(>far;eu. 

5. ein Berufener 5Di(^tcr means ein S)i(l^ter von Seruf, one whose calling 
was to be a poet. 

7. trioiat=ganj getoöl^ntii^, from trivium, a place where tliree roads 
or streets meet, an open place in a town. Comp. Virgil Aen. iv. 609, 
Hecate trivits ululata per urbes ; and Cicero, De Lege Agr* i. c. 3, in 
atriis auctionariis potius quam in trvviis aut in compitis auctionentur. 
Hence irivialis^ what may be met with in the public streets, common- 
place, cf. Juv. Sat, vii. 55, communi feriat Carmen triviale moneta. — 
Banal is derived from ban, the assembling of feudal tenants to render 
their military service to their lord. It was used of those things (e.g. 
the lord's mill, oven, &c.) which all the vassals in common were 
obliged to make use of, and so came to mean ' what is at the disposition 
of all, used by all, common, hackneyed.* 

9. He was in his sesthetic criticism (criticism in matters of taste) 
quick to admire and summary in pronouncing judgment» 

IG. in ber @tille, secretly. 

12. ]^atte=]^a(en tvärfce. 

14. <5on»enienj=]^ergeBrac^te @itte, J&er!ommen, conventionality. 

15. JRouffeau (Jean- Jacques), bom at Geneva, June 29, 17 12, died 
near Paris, June 3, 1778, the author of Nouvelle Hiloise, Emile (on 
education), and Confessions (his own life), an ardent advocate of the 
retum to nature from the undue refinement of civilized life. 

17. JDifcerot, bom at Langres, Oct. 5, 1713, diedjuly3i, 1784, 
one of the principal writers of tiie Encyclopidie, and perhaps the chief 
representative of the tendency to base all moral doctrine upon the 
natural inclinations of human nature. 

24. ^cA £>enfmat forms the plurals ^cnfmate and S)en!mdter. 

27. ein SSetJ^eiligter is one who has some share {%\)z\\) in a transac- 
tion. — teffecttten=fi(3(i f^jiegetn. 

30. ein Scrnftel^enter, * an Outsider.' 



Page 27. 

5. Sinologie = 93ert^eitigungSfdf|tift. 

7. He arranges the facts of history just as he would like to see 
them handed down to posterity. 

9. We say very commonly, fein eigne« %^m nnb Saffen. 
16. tane^n= nebenbei, *withal.' 
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22. Holland was in those days the prindpal seat of a free pressi 
and there were several important jounials edited there, both literary 
and politicaL 

27. S:o(etans=tengt0fe iDuItfamfett. 

31. Instead of the indicative attfl^teft, the subj. IfüAt auf^aften föimrn 
would be more usual (and perhaps more correct) after the preceding 
negative clause. 

Page 28. 

I. The Seven Years' War, 1756 — 63, carried on by Frederick 
alone against the combined forces of Austria, Germany, France, Russia, 
and Sweden. England assisted Frederick with subsidies, though not 
with troops. 

8. A reference to a famous saying of Frederick the Great, that a 
king was merely * the first servant of the State.* 

9. eTo6eTun96(ufttg=na(^ (SroScrungen (egiertg. 

1 4. Gnergie = S^athaft. 

15. \\t SDctter is frequently used in the sense of the sing. taS 
Ungetoitter. Thus Goethe says : 

3^t SBetter, @turni -oxCb Stegen, »erfi^ont to« ^etfge ^olj! 

17. This is an absolute construction, in which the verb is omitted. 
The noun fein SBerf^ug should be considered as the accus, govemed 
by some such word as l^aUenb understood. 

19. In ordinary writing we should say bie fc^on früfec et))to(te (i. e. 
(ctt&^tte) ®ctt)aU. 

20. mochte =e4 toar tool^l mögtid^, fcafi er feinen @t(iat niH^ rettete. 

22. We say both Oefiretd^ and JDeflerretf^. The latter is the origi- 
nal form, the name meaning 'the eastem realm.* 

24. The battle of Collin took place on June 18, 1757. Frederick 
was defeated by the Austrians under Daun (Carlyle xviii. 4). 

29. snmut^en is generally used of raising an unreasonable demand. 

31. bie 5)efenfiue=ker SJertl^eibtgungafrieg. 

Page 29. 

I. Bred^en is here used in the sense of the Compound loöBrec^en. 

8. S)td))i>f\tionen = Slufftellungen be« ^ttxtl, 

9. The speÜing Jöitfe is more correct than J&tttfe. The latter is, 
buwever, more common. 
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10. ®^ta(^tenl^err is an unusual Compound; * lord in battle/ 
15. atteitt should be translated as an adverb : *merely by force of 
numbers.' 

17. aJiitgefö^t is a German rendering of the foreign term @^m* 

21, IcA Staunen = fcrt ©egcnflanb kc« ©taunen«. For the sympathy 
and admiration caused by Frederick's victories and defeats, we may 
also refer to the recoUections of Goethe in his Autobiography : see 
Goethe^ 5 Boyhood as edited in the Pitt Press Series, p. 34 sq. 

23. "The Oblique Order ^ fö^rAge ©tettung, is an old plan prac- 
tised by Epaminondas, and revived by Friedrich — who has tried it in 
almost all his battles more or less, from Hohenfriedberg forward to 
Prag, Kolin, Rossbach," etc. Carlyle xviii. 10, where all the techni- 
calities of this position are explained. 

25. Frederick's cavalry was the most excellent in the world, 
though it had orUy been newly created, It is evident that the parti- 
cipial expression neu gef(!(^a{fcit should be translated like a sentence 
beginning with cBgteici^ or olJf(^oii. 

26. Surie = toilbe SGButl^. This word is technically employed of fu- 
rious fighting; comp. Schiller, ÄÖallenflein'« Saget: S)ie ÄriegSfurie ijl 
an V>et S)onau tod. 

27. For J&aufen see n. on Kohlrausch, p. i, 3, 

28. More commonly we should add the indefinite article : aX0 ein 
neuer Sottfc^ritt. 

30. 3:afttf = bte Äunfl fcet Sluffletlung in fcet @<^to<^t. — Strategie (from 
Greek arparriyost *a leader') = kte Sü^nmg. 



Page 30. 

4. Analogously to the expression employed in the next line, we 
might here use Ixt SJlinberja^t 

5. auc^ gef(:^tagen=feftjl toenn fte geft^tagen teurbe. 

6. gel^eilt, sc. l^otte. The Omission of the auxiliary verb in a de- 
pendent clause is admissible only in poetry or a rhetorical passage. 

10. fittteartaltil is a Compound not registered by Sanders, who 
quotes «tnientoltif from Rüstow, a military writer who may be trustcd 
as a safe authority in technical matters. 

12. We should understand : wie fel^r i^n fcic ZauftnU »on Aorten 
Geengten, 
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13. The sing, bet @oItat is used as a coUective term instead of 
the ploral. 

15. StofSat^ is a small village about eight miles to the south of 
the town of Merseburg ; it was there that Frederick obtained a splen- 
did victory over the French army combined with the Imperial troops, 
Nov* 5, 1757* Carlyle xviil. 8. The 'admirable march* to Silesia 
is related by Carlyle in the ninth chapter of the same book. 

19. SBittl^e means here Wt JDuatttctgeicr (those upon whom the 
soldiers were quartered). 

20. bet 99tatt(^ is a less usual and more dignified expression than 
®cto}0^nl^cit. 

94. (SoIBcrg is a small fortified town in the district of JCdslin, near 
the river Persante and on the Baltic. Comp. Carlyle, xviiL 13, 
"Though Colberg is the paltriest crow's nest, according to all en- 
gineers, and is defended only by 700 militia...Falmbach (the Russian 
general) could make nothing of it,*' and again XX. 7 (in 1761) where 
the * third siege of Colberg* is narrated. 

36. flSott«fricg denotes here a war carried on by the people at large, 
not by regulär soldiers. Flsewhere it also bears the sense of a national 
war. 

27. fetBjlftÄfitig = In eigener Ätaft. 

a8. l^eimfu(|^en is often employed in the sense of *visiting with 
punishment,' hence ^eimfuc^ung, ' a Visitation,* 'an afüiction.' 



Page 31. 

8. Frederick is compared to a lion who defends himself gallantly, 
but will be overpowered at last in spite of all his bravery, as he is com- 
pletely surrounded with enemies. 

9. ^atteigdngeT) 'a partisan,* is not exactly a dignified expression 
when applied to Frederick II. The word properly denotes a condottiere 
and should not be loosely employed to denote a 'champion,' which 
might be more correctly expressed by ®or!Ämj>fet. 

15. Germany was at that time divided into more than 300 different 
territories I 

16. 3(^ fe^e mid^ gegen ettoad is said after the analogy of the phrase 
ft(^ gegen etn^ad (or 3emanb) fieUen, which is employed of game standing 
at bay; in the present passage the usual phrase would be ft(^ wtbetfe^cn. 

33. $etjen«freute, *heartfelt joy.* — ®a« Sleid^ is the German Empire 
exclusive of Prussia and Aust^a. 
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1. a4>bc«not^=3:obe«flcfa^t. The noun WotlJ is often used in a rhe- 
torical style as a synonym of ®cfa]^r. 

3. »tinfcf ©oftatctt is less usual than »fttounfcfte ©otfcaten. — For the 
fact referred to, comp, the bailad Der Choral von Leuthen in the 
collection edited in the Pitt Press Series. 

4. We do not remember a particular occasion on which Frederick 
the Great is reported to have doffed his hat to one of his regiments. 

9. (Steint, one of the best-known poets of that time, was bom on 
Apr. 3, lyipf and died Febr. 18, 1803. He wrote fPteuftfc^c Jttiegelieber 
eine« @renatiet8, one of which we have reproduced in the appendix of 
the present volume. Gleim followed Prince Wilhelm von Schwedt as 
secretary, and was subsequently attached to Prince Leopold von Dessau 
in the same quality. 

IG. Äejfmg (Gotthold Ephraim), one of the principal writers of 
German literature, bom on Jan. 22, 1729, became secretary to the 
General von Tanentzien at Breslau in 1760, and in 1770 was appointed 
keeper of the Duke of Brunswick's Library at Wolfenbtittel. He died 
at Brunswick, Feb. 15, 1781. — (Sioatb von Jtleifi was bom March 3, 17159 
and died Aug. 24, 1759, at Frankfort-on-Oder, in consequence of the 
wounds he had received in the battle of Kunersdorf, Aug. 12, 1759. 
One of his patriotic poems on the Prussian army will be found in the 
appendix of the present volume. 

17. S)er ftcine SDlannmeans the ordinary Citizen in moderate circum- 
stances. — CHgeneS Seiten, his personal suffering, ^fonU(^c SSectufle. 

20. 8ia»en8))ec3 is part of Westphalia ; the country became Prussian 
in 1666; the capital of it is the well-known manu£Eicturing town of 
Bielefeld. 

21. fal^nenflud^ttg »erben is a German rendering of the foreign term 
befettiren. In the next line, Sludreif er (* mnaway') is again identical in 
meaning with S)efetteuT. 

27. The common expression is Snt^eil m etn^al nel^men. 

28. S)te £<iüt(imAnner are the men who met in the 9iätU (a mountain- 
meadow not far from Bmnnen in the canton of Schwytz) in order to 
form a 'solemn league and covenant' against the Austrian oppressors of 
their country. The i-ebellion broke out on New-year*s day, 1308; the 
Austrian govemors were expelled from the country and their Castles 
destroyed. The independence of the confederacy of the Swiss cantons 
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of the German Empire was not however .recognised until the West- 
phalian peace, 1648. 

3a tt\tVL<Sijittif instead of the foreign term iSuminirt. 
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I. William Pitt, subsequently Earl of Chatham, bom at Boconnock 
in Cornwall, Nov. 15, 1708, died May ir, 1778.— 3imirtett=©«rBttnWoi. 

4. The French term (Sttque is always used in a contemptuous sense. 

6. mit ettvad laut tocrben is an onusual expression instead of ttmoM laut 
tverben laffen. There is also the phrase {\\<i^) tttoi» i>er(auten taffen. 

la S)er Gfitt^uftaSmuS is a Greek word {hOovirtaafihs) which may be 
rendered in German by IBegeiflctung. — ^ietAt= liebevolle 9ln^angli(|^fett. 

13. $);tli4) hadert, one of the best-known painters of the i8th 
Century, bom at Prenzlau on Sept. 15, 1737, was appointed painter to 
the king of Naples in 1786, and died near Florence, April 38, 1807. 
His life has been written by Goethe. 

14. 9ruä(|ten = CBfi.— The plural fte is somewhat negligently em- 
ployed after the sing. %tx Sltagtfhat, which should be considered as a 
collective. 

18. Gmben, a sea-trading town, on the Dollart, not far from the 
river (5me, became Prussian in 1744, Dutch in 1806, French in 1809, 
Prussian again in 18 14, Hanoverian in 18 15, and once more Prussian in 
1866. — aJlogatot or Su6ra is one of the principal ports in Morocco, on 
the Atlantic. 

19. S)te £öfung is less usual than tcA Sofegelb. 
26. t>or anbetn=mel^T ald anbete. 

29. S)ec SanbSmann, 'compatriot,' should be carefully distingubhed 
from bet iBantomann, 'peasant.* 
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4. S)a8 bfiitft^e SBcfett is considered as a jewel which gains by the 
setting (gajfung). 

9. S)ie 8lägel regen is said of the young bird first attempting to use 
its wings. 

f 6. ©in gef^nnter ©lief, an eager look. 

19. The author means to say that Frederick feit he had done all 
human energy could do. 
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11, Queen Sophia Dorothea died at Berlin, June 28, 1757, in her 
seventy-first year. See Carlyle, xviii. 5.— The misfortune of Prince 
August Wilhelm is narrated by Carlyle in the same place. Frederick 
wrote to his brother, " I do not complain of your heart, but I do of 
your incapacity, of your want of judgment in not choosing better 
methods." 

27. See n. on p. 5, i. 

30. (Siner @a(^c gettac^fen fein, to be equal to a task. 

Page 35. 

3. fcie weiten ©äffen are the wide gaps made by death in the ranks of 
the soldiers. In this sense "Winkelried is reported to have said: 3(^ 
tvid V>et Srei^eit eine ©äffe ma(!(^en. 

6. In a more diffuse style we might have added the words ia 
«ielleid^t no(ä(> before jlrcngcr. 

7. fcie a3ta»our = Jra)>fer!ett. 

9. (5r XtHt fort (or »eiter), he went on living. Thus we should 
always translate these phrases, e. g. only go on (with your) reading, licd 
nur immer loeiter. 

12. Observe the Omission of the verb in the sentence beginning 
with unfc fco^. "We may supply either fal^ er or jeigte ft(!j>. 

16. 9lIgarotti (Francesco), an Italian scholar and artist, was among 
the foremost of Frederick's friends. He was bom at "Venice, Dec. 1 1 , 
1712, and died at Pisa, March 3, 1764. Frederick conferred upon him 
the title of Count. 

18. An allusion to the poison Frederick used to carry about his 
person. 

19. S)et ganje ^axCatl is a contemptuous expression, in Imitation of 
the French taute Vaffaire. 

23. Observe the subj. in the depending clause afler a verb of 
demanding. We might also say »erbienen »ol^t »on bem iDeutfc^en mit 
ISl^rfurd^t Bead^tet gu teerten. 

24. ^eratt«^el&en means merely *to pick out' without regard to the 
judgment shown in the selection ; l^ervor^eBen (which is far more frequent) 
is to distinguish, or emphasize something. 

Page 36. 

2. Life is often compared to a tempestuous voyage, and Death to 
a tranquil harbour in which the tempest-tost bark finds rest at length. 
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8. The e xp re ssi ons employed by Frederick are of cla^o i l origm. 
In Greek we find that a steady worker is called xa^jc^^re^«^ ' with iron 
lx>wels,* and for tfae next we may lefer to Horaoe's äü rohtr et aa 
tripUxt^c 

13. The more usnal fonn of the plofal is fcü G^^nibnffe. t^ie 
^^tdtn is, howerer, found in the best writers. See again L 19. 

15« ftllcf again =:9JKc. 

16. SctbcK is the dative, as the constrnction is etact @a<^ t^t^au 

17. The expression gefällt mit bcn dinttüdcn is a manifest imitation 
of the French rtmpli da impressions. In German ve shoold more 
commonly say, mQ von bcn (f tnbtud cn. 

19. The allosion is to the fearful devastations of the Russian troops. 

20. 9af ouiiu often Sage Is more idiomatic than the same phrase 
with itt. 

41. S^eaterfoittg, a stage-king, one who merely 'struts and frets 
his hour upon the stage* without real sovereignty. — ^^craBfornmea is 
metaphorically used of 'sinking down' in the social scale, in wealth and 
possessions; in the present passage we might also employ ^croBgefunfen. 

22. fei5t>ptt=aii3ic|enb, 'attractive.* 

26. The more usoal form of the apodosis would be, fo fott ei (mir) 
ttt 9einb tf ener (ejaf ten. 

27. SXoxAntx is a somewhat quaint word, denoting a hermit ((Srin« 
fiebtet): eine Älaufe is *a hermitage.' We find the word chlüsa as early 
as the tenth Century ; it is, of course, derived from the Latin clauderey 
past part. clausuni {clusum); compare the synonjrmous term StU\Ut 
('cloister'), from claustrum. 

30. auf t>it 8ange = menB Ixt <Sa^t (angc bauett. 



Page 37. 

2. Compare the phrase aUt feine Ätaft anfpannen, *to exert all one*s 
strength.* 

4. 3beett=®eban!en. 

1 2. Compare the French sc couper la gorge. 

14. We say more commonly für cttuvi« einfielen. But when the dative 
of the person is added, we always employ the simple verb : i(^ jtcl^e fcit 
bafar. 

16. @tret(^= Fr. coup, — Cfiner @a<^e quitt fein means to be rid of it, in 
as far as an account is paid, Compare the ordinary term ' pour acquit' 
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t8. Est modus in rebus, sunt certi denique fines. Hör. Sat, l. i, io<5. 

19. fel^t entf^toffen is just as unusual in German as ' very decided ' 
would be in English 5 we should say, fel^r feft entffljjtoffeit. 

21. The idiomatic expression is ficf> einen 2lu«weg fi^affen or Bal^ncn. — 
The paraphrase of the gen. (einet leben ©orte or 2lrt) by means of the 
prep. »pn is anything but elegant. 

9 4« frei = Fr. franchetnent, 

27. @crtoriii« fought in Spain against Sulla and Pompey, and was 
assassinated by Perpema, a. 72 B.c.— Cato Uticensis, the stout republican, 
who stabbed himself to escape falling into Csesar's hands. 

29. It would be more usual to say, mit einem fold^en SeBen. 

Page 38. 

a. The Stoics were the disciples of the philosopher Zeno (b.c. 340 — 
360). They held that the happiness of the truly wise man is entirely 
independent of the circumstances in which he is placed, and that suicide 
is justifiable when life can no longer be profitably employed. — %tx 
SD^oment (thoughit is in Latin momentum, comp. Fr. le moment) — ^ugenBticf. 

5. meine ^^maCfy means a treaty which involves my disgrace. 

8. Comp, the line in Schiller's Glocke: ©in füper S^rojl ifl il^m 
geBIiel&en. 

14. meine atten 3al^re is not as idiomatic as meine alten 2!age, p. 36, 20. 

1 7. gemad^t is not exactly the appropriate expression here, as the 
writer evidently means nieber^eft^jjrieSen. In French we have the phrase 
faire un livre, which is in German ein 99uc^ »erfaffen. 

19. ©tratfunfc, a strongly fortified seaport in the province of 
Pommern, held by the Swedes under Charles XII., was besieged and 
taken by the Prussians and their allies under King Frederick "William 
in December, 1715. For an account of the siege see Carlyle (iv. 5). 

20. ftd^ tt^ttxxtn is the French iexpidier, a euphemistic phrase in- 
stead of ftc^ wA ber ä&eU [(Raffen. 

23. für mid^ means * according to my own taste.' 

26. Henry IV. of Bourbon became king of France by mere chance, 
as three brothers of the reigning family of Valois happened to die one 
after the other without issue. 

30. )9o^( ober ü(et is a proverbial phrase, corresponding to the Fr. 
tant bien que x»<z/.— ^Louis XIV. was hard pressed and almost reduced to 
despair in the last war he waged for the succession in Spain. 

Page 39. 
1, »enn mir red^t ifl^tocnn \^ m\^ nicfit tAufc^e, nisifallor. 
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3. More commonly : fett Itx ^. Itt fQ, 

4. tat Univccfum = tat SBcUoIl — ^an imitation of the French expressiaa 
Vunivers, Comp, p* 41» 10. 

9. tct «kaufen instead of tct grof e Raufen, ' vulgus.' 

14. ^oflcute is the plural of tct ^ofmann. 

18. na(^ aScn SRögUc^fcitcn is not exactly an idiomatic expression in- 
stead of the Singular nac^ SPlöglic^feit. We should, however, generally 
say in this sense i($ Hn fo itngtädUc^ xsivt nut mögli^^. 

34. The expression ten 99ogen Joannen is proverbial for exerting one*s 
strength. Comp. Horace*s well-known neque semper arcum Tmdü 
Apollo, 

51. For 2totcijntu8, comp. p. £8, 2. 

Page 40. 

1. The expression means ' to listen to the suggestions of the evil 
one.* 

2. Grin (SetüBte machen is a Gallicism {faire des voeux) instead of the 
idiomatic phrase, ein ®. t^un. 

4. In Homer's Odyssey the shades of the departed heroes are 
represented as Walking Kar daipodeXoif Xfifiuva, In the passage in 
question, \ 539, Chapman translates — 

This made the soul of swift Achilles tread 
A march of glory through the herby mead, 
Compare Longfellow, Evangeline 561 : " Crown us with asphodel 
flowers, that are wet with the dews of nepenthe." 
9. Another Gallicism : je me tirercd de Faffaire, 

12. The Emperor of Austria bears the title of Apostolic, the king 
of France that of Most Christian Majesty. The expression fc^t mo«- 
lowitifc^ is, of course, merely ironical. 

13. Frederick was treated by his enemies as a mere upstart king 
who ought properly to be reduced to the rank of his predecessors who 
were mere Counts of the MarcJiesy SJiorfgrafen. The word Marquis is 
the French equivalent. 

16. Gtnem and einen are used to replace the dative and accusative of 
the indefinite pronoun man. 

18. %^=smais oui; I am in danger of drowning in spite of your 
asseveration. 

35. Frederick had also published various pamphlets against his 
enemies in the course of the year. 
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30. Nestor — 

"Whom Farne reports to have commanded tliree 
Ages of men, and does in sight to me 
. Shew like th* Immortais. 
Cliapman, Homer*s Odysseys ^ book iii. (p. 360, ed. R. H. Shepherd). 

Page 41. 

IG. Frederick professes his endeavour to take such a view of this 
World of ours, as may be obtained by a mere outsider who lives on 
quite a different planet. 

16. This is a shortened conditional clause, instead of locnn t% cttoad 
...ju ti^un giBt. 

17. unter un« gefagt is properly a curtailed sentence in which fei c8 
is omitted. The French say merely entre nous, 

27. Qrnergie is not a very happy expression in this place, inasmuch 
as Frederick*s resolution was not, after all, carried into effect. Perhaps 
ftnftert ©trenge or finjlcret ©tn|l would have been preferable. 

Page 42. 

3. If Frederick had fallen alive into the hands of the Austrians, 
his liberty would then have been purchased by his subjects at the price 
of the most enormous concessions which would have ruined the State. 

6. SCxxCti is often idiomatically used to denote a genuine son of some 
land or town, e. g. er ijl ein %^i Sranffiirtet Äinb, *he is a thorough 
p'rankforter.* So in French we have the expression un enfant du sücie, 

10. et wo may be translated by * say.' It introduces an example 
picked up at random. 

12. fein legtet $tan, *his ultimate plan,' in case of necessity. 

15. See the whole letter as given by Carlyle, XVlii. 7. 

18. The expression büjlere« Jöe^agen is elucidated by referring to 
lines II — 13, above. 

23. Gin antiCer 24)b, 'death in the manner of the ancients,' by com- 
mitting suicide as heroically as Cato, Brutus, Thrasea, etc. 

26. 5£)tc $l^i(ofo^l^ie au8 bet ©cf^ule tet @toa is a somewhat afiected 
phrase in the sense of feine ©toifc^e $^. or simply feinen @toici0ntu0 (comp. 

P- 39» 3O. 

30. See Carlyle, Xix. i, who says **The loss of his Wilhelmina... 

his darkened all his life to Friedrich. Readers are not prepared for the 
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details of grief we could give and the settled gloom of mind they indi- 
cate. A loss irreparable and immeasurable ; the light of life, the one 
loved heart that loved him, gone." 



Page 43. 

I. It would be more correct to say, Bei tcm gröf ten aKet ^cntfi^^ 
4. cmfl^afit is employed instead of crnfl. 

II. Elizabeth of Russia (d. beginning of January, 1763), \ras sac- 
ceeded by her nephew, Peter III. , a great admirer and blind imitator of 
Frederick the Great. He at once made peace with the king and gave 
back to him all the territory the Russians had occupied. 

13. ttbcmintcn is not commonly used absolutely without an object, 
in which case fugen should be preferred. 

15. ün Wednesday, March 30th, 1763, Friedrich retnmed to 
Berlin *'between eight and nine in the evening," and *^not through the 
solemn receptions and crowded streets, drives to the Schloss.'' Car- 
lyle, XX. 13. 

25. Si(tungen=@(^ö)}fun3en. 



Page 44. 

T. f^xo^'i Befreiten is idiomatically used of covering the expenses of 
something. 

5. The usual expression is Setnanben in einen Jttett flehen (not fe(en). 

8. \\t 3)ienfle is here used in the sense of bie JCienflletflungen. 

1 3. It would, perhaps, be more correct to say fo lol^nenb toie mögfic^, 
as al0 is properly employed after a comparative, and »He after a positive. 
This rule is not, however, uniformly observed even by the best writers. 

15. ^wotttcirensl^eworBringen, erzeugen. — Directly afterwards, the 
author uses aGerman phrase, Aber bie (Srenjen faxten, instead of the foreign 
ejc)}ortiren, which is more commonly employed. 

11, mafflveYBsfeflet, banetl^afitet. 

24. ScuerfocietAt : the usual term is Settetverfic^erungfgefellfi^afl. 

25. We say eine ^(^nle flifiten, ' to endow a school,' and eine Sehnte 
einrichten or griinben, *to found a school.* — an^ie^en, 'to attract,' is here 
used in the sense of ^eranjiel^en, ' to draw into the countiy.' 

30. aueMeiBen« festen. 
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Page 45. 

I. bod ^(^meqcnlftnb, ^a child bronght forth aiid reared with pain,' 
is a most idiomatic compoundi though it is — strangely enoügh— not 
registered in Sanders* Dictionary. 

5. 9iesimcnt=9iegientitg. 

6. At Rome the Pope still continnes to publish an Index librorum 
frokibitorum, The works which figure in that list, are as a rule the 
most widely read works of the tiine. 

9. 3itin ®enoitiibem=:fo taf mtox ftd^ tavüiet tmitibette. 

14. £anbtu(f^ is an unusnal Compound, denoting im Baiibe )0etfectigted 
%a.0fi 'homespun.' 

17. bte SiitBattenicnsttntergeorbiietc (p. 48, 14) Scomteiu 

23. IteBet cttool förgcit is an unusual construction ; ordinary nsage 
is in favour of the preposition für. 

33. <SonfUcation=: Qrinjiel^ng ttf 93etm9gat9. — SBenoeifungaSBerioitinitts. 
We say Qfincn ItA Raubes »enoeifeii, to order some one out of the countiy. 

38. Compare the coUoquial phrase feine 9lafe in SlffeS Reifen, 'to 
poke one's nose into everything,' i.e. to be meddlesome» or a busy- 
body. 

31. ^ontgteiflid^, ' manifest * (in the original sense of the word). 

Page 46. 

3. 5Die ®(!^)9eben}eit is the time when the Swedes used to devastate 
the countiy with fire and sword, during the Thirty Years' War. 
6. bürftta=n»tl^bfltfilig, 'scantily,' 
13. einstellen» 'tosequestrate.' 

18. )9etuntYetten=snnterf(9Iagen. 
30. ft^en« See note on p. 3, 2*j. 

Page 47« 

I. GuttttrsSdanimg. 

4* ttnaifc^or» *interminable'; it was impossible to see the oidof 
thenu 

10. 3nbn^en=s€letomBd3i9eige. 

19. Perhaps a more intelligible expression would.be ein flstttanifd^ 
CSetfl bet ^yingeltong. 

F. 8 



loa FREDERICK TJffE GREAT. 

34« Obsenre the Omission of the copola unk. 

36. 9Mi ctoof )« gute tfttii is a very idiomatic phrase for ' giatüyiog 
oue's idf in somcthing.' We also say with a kind of LAtinismi f^ ei« 

37. Another expression is auf ber stelle fein. 

Page 48. 

3« ttiae Acciljlabt is the prindpal town of a drcle, i. e. the subdivi« 
sion of a provinoe. Comp. p. 46, oa 

6. 6(^ttl)s€>(^ttftfeif (€S(^ttlb, l^dfcit), lit one who ordeis the ful- 
fihnient of duties, the chief magbtiate of a town. — attm »i Hitfi<|> = icbcn 
flRonot Thus we have aUiAl^ctUi^, aOtaglid^. 

10. 9cfoltong=®e]paU, p. 47, 36. 

13. The Bioeigtofi^cnfi&f c are 'thrown dowB^ on the table to test 
their metal by the sound. 

17. Frederick called himself the first servant of the State, not 
oat of mxxefitucy (Saune), but in serioos eamest. 

19. The Omission of the definite article before the Superlative ^k^fle 
(5$te is very nnnsual. 

31. More usually we should say in einem entlegenen (Srenjort. 

30. \)Ut^Mx%tA indudes the notion of transporting safely and.unob- 
served. 

Page 49. 

i. The sentence begins very emphatically with uat, which may be 
rendered in Ei^lish by translating ' and after alL' 

10. Smmanuet StaxA^ the great philosopher of Königsberg in Prussia, 
1734—1804. 

31. Frederick*s queen and himself resided apart after the Seven 

Vears* War. 

> • ^. « . . 

33. The ' quiet gardens ' are the park of Sanssouci. Frederick has 
sometimes been called tet (Sfinfiebler von ®an9fouci. 

Page 50. 

3. follen should be translated by the verb to be; 'it was not to 
exist for ever.' 

3« The 'machinery* of the Prussian State broke under the weight 
of the attack of Napoleon, in the battle of Jena, i8o6« 

4« anteiligen) sSl^ecflanbeefraft. 
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5. !Pattiott«mtt«=!BatarlanM(ic(c* 

8» The first division of Polaud took place in 1773. See Carlyle, 
xxi. 4* 

14. This is another instance of a shorteaed conditional clause, 
iastead of wxol f(^n...9c»efen ipacen. 

X 7. aitf f(^mü<lta» ' to dress up/ denotes the putting forth of these 
Mreak arguments in the most plausible manner possible. 

19. Comp, p, 43, ao. 

30. We might also employ the genitive 93(ute0, and even ®ttdmc 
8(ttt would not be altogether unexampled. There is also the Compound 
43lutflröm(. 

35. Saiib9ctoinn=£attbcrti)a:( (comp. L 10 and 17). 

36« €>icg(«fanfarc=f(!^mctternbe SDluftC gut Seiet bc« ©tcgeS. The word 
Sattfotc is priginally French and does not seem to occur in any of our 
classical writers; there are instances quoted from Heine, Freiligrath, 
and Sehen*. 

a8 — ^p. 51, 13 is translated * by a good band ' in Carlyle's Frederick 
the Greatf xxi. 4. 

Page 51, 

9. ' The great ancestor ' is the Great Ellector, Friedrich Wilhelm. 

6. We might also say mit Sbtfna^mc einiget aftfAt^ftft^ii Settttoricn (or 
£atib^tt(^, to employ an expression of German growth). 

8« lOöIIeniHinberung is the term technically employed to denote the 
^migrations of the German tribes of the Goths, Lombards, Franks, 
3&ilgttndians, &c. in the period embracing the fourth to the seventh 
centuries after Christ^-nugrations which caused the downfall of the 
great Roman Empire of the West and" ti iimmiUi] in the establishment 
.of a number pf Germanic kingdoms. 

14. The independence of Prussia proper was recognised in the 
treaty of Oliva (a monastery near the city of Danzig), May 3, 1660» 
^^ 15. ' It may be interesting to hear the judgment of Frederick 
the Great on the 'resolute' act by which Frederick I. acquired the 
royal title* He says in his Mhtaires pour servir ä Vhistoire de la 
ffuüson de Brandebourgf p. 116 (Leipzi^^ 1875)« ''C'^tait une amorce 
que Fr^^ric III jetait k toute sa posteritö, et par laquelle il semblait 
liii dire : * Je vous ai acquis nn titre, rendez-vous en digne ; j'ai jet^ les 
fondements de votre grandeur, c'est k vous d*achever Pouvrage.'"' 

. i6* Poland was tbeu a republic of nobles with an elective king at 
theirhead. 

8—2 
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19. Catharme II. succeeded Peter III. on ihe throne of Russia, 
She reigned 1761 — 1796. 

11, $otnmtrcttcn is the ancient name of the country around the dtj 
of Conitz« — Stuim On tbfc Weichsel (Vistula), one of the oldest towns in 
that country, seat of a bishop and formerly an influential part fÄ the 
confederacy of the Hansa4 — S9{atktiBut0, on the Nogat, was fonnded by 
the knights of the German Order (ISeutfd^l^emnotben) in 1276; it is still 
famous for the splendid palace of the Hochmeister^ who used to reside 
there. 

23. (Snnetanb (* Varmia' in olden times) is the name of a diocese, 
the bishop of which resides at Frauenburg. — QfKing is an impoitant 
town not far from the Baltic, on the river Elbing, which comes out of a 
lake called Drausensee. 

25. ltt}eU=aIletAltefle 3<it. The common idiom is in the plural, 
fett Ur^en. 

Page 51. 

I. S)anjig '*existed as eai|ly as the sixth eelttttry, and was an im* 
portant place about 990, when St Adalbert preached Christianity in 
Prussia. Its possessiöh Nvas long a matter of contest between Poland, 
Pomerania, Denmark, anid Brandenburg, but in 1310 it came into the 
possession of the knights of St John. It developed and prospered, and 
was one of the principal towns of the confederacy of the Hansa. AVhen 
the Order lost its power and energy in the I5th Century, Danzig became 
one of the gems of the Polish crown; in 1793 it was incorporated by 
Prussia. The site of Danzig is so beautiful that A. von Humboldt 
once called it the Naples of the North.... The various Channels of water 
which cross the town have procured it the name of the Venice of the 
"North." Daniel, Manual of Geography^ p. 924, 

5. aii»al(e) = S'lebenbu]^rer. 

7. 9ürjicnf(l^(of, 'a princely palace,' not exactly one inhabited by 
princes. 

9. S)te 0ltetcrung means a marshy lowland. 

12. SRartentoerbct Was founded as early as 1232, by the first Hoch* 
meister in Prussia. 

14* ®tenjflri(^=®renjtan$. ' ' 

17.. ?Pet)>Un is now the residente of the bishop of Kulm. 
19. (Stunbl^ctt, *lord of the manor' (®runb in the same sense äs in 
the well-known phrase unfct ®runb unb SBoben). 
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53. krei aSitttl^eUe : the abbreviated form \xtx aSicttet is more com- 
monlyused. 

35. Jtirc^f^el, 'pari^h/; — ^Unb is employed emphatically instead of 
unb in bet S^l^ot. 

31. feine, i. q. betf Mnifd^cn ^bett. 

Page 53. 

3. ffix^i gteid^ is more emphatic than unglei(^ or )oetfc^ieben. 

9 — 54, 5 is translated in Carlyle^s Frederick the Great, xxi. 4, 

13. ®Io(fcntc(^t is the privilege of having a church with steeple and 

bells. 

15. * Wring the Lutheran, he is sure to give thee the doUar. * 

«4. Jpfaffe, originally a word of good sense, has now got to be ex- 

clusively employed' in a contemptuous manner. The honourable term 

is bet Pfarrer or bet ®eijiU(^e. 

30. Carlyle observes that Roskowski is *a celebrated symbolical 

nobleman.' We are unable to State how far the fact related here may 

be supported by historical evidence. 

Page 54. 

I. l&tanbfc^o^en means to impose a üne upon a city with the threat 
of buming it in case of refiisal (einet ®tabt eine @^a^ung auflegen mit bet 
5Dtof ung, int SfoH bet S'lid^tleijiung gu Btennen unb ju fengen, Sanders). 

13. 2)et gtof e Äönig is, of course, Frederick II. — toenig geneigt is 
almbst synonymous with the more familiär adj. abgeneigt. — ^cA Sanb is 
here employed in the sense of bod ofene^Sanb, in Opposition to the towns, 
* the country.' 

17. 5£toflIoftgfeit is idiomatically used to denote utter dilapidation 
and decay. We thns say, ba9 ftnb toitfUc^ ttofllofe 3u|lSnbe, * this is indeed 
a hopeless case !' 

18 — 56, 15 is translated in Carlyle's Frederick the Great, 1. c. 

20. att=att^etgebta^t, Mong established.' 

26. ^öfe=a3auetn^&fe, 'farmsteads.' 

38. rvoäf l^eute, 'even nowadays,' in the present advanced State of 
historical investigation. 

30. The Sflefte is the most considerable tributary of the SGBatt^e, 
which is itself the main tributary of the JDbet. The Netze comes out 
of a small lake near Brdow, and serves to supply the canal described 
bdow, p. 58, ^7 sq. 
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Page 55. 

4. Sactwncnss^atteUiL 

5. fu^ ft^lagcn b idiomatically employed för ' to fight.' Compare tbe 
French se ktitre. 

^ S>ic BUgeato<fcn=3bic ynUldtVtvx Bieget The Compound Btcgd« 
broden is not registered in any extant dictionary; we may, howerer, 
compare the analogous £a«a(to<Ieii, Which is used by Goethe (see 
Sanders, i, 221). 

16. )uma(s}itmetflor gaii}^onbetf» 

17. fi^en, Seepages, 27. 

20. aU]^citnifc^=]pcimif(^ feit atter Bett. 

26. ^et ^aitfrat^ is less usual than kol ^aulgetOt^, in which the 
coUective sense is more distinctly expressed. 

37. Iffici|»affet, *holy water' = ge»ei^eteg lEBaffet; comp. SBei^tuu^, 
* Christmas/ 

28. »üji, 'uncivilized, savage.' Properly used ofa place, 'waste.' 

' Pags 56. 

2. This shottld be understood as if it were toctttt bie £eute ia (toiiffii^) 
einmal äBienenfIdcfe ^ietten. 

4. Bark they had dandestinely pealed off the trees of the lords of 
the manor. 

5. erflehen means to pnrchase after bargaining. 
^ a]i(^=fogar. Soagainl. 15. 

13. ^afen))f[itg is a peculiar kind of plough without wheels, much in 
vogue among the Slavonic tribes. In Carlyle's translation it is rendered 
by *hook-plough.' 

14* ^ots^ntoffeln, 'wooden shoes/ are rarely wom by German 
peasants, but are common in Belgium and France. The French term 
is sabots, 

24. @tatofl=£anb]^au^tmanit, the nobleman presiding over the ad- 
ministration of a province. — %\t ®&tet bet Jttone are the crown domains. 

30. ©e^eimmittel, 'a secret mysterious mediane,* in which sense we 
often employ the Latin arcanum. 

Page 57. 

I. We might also employ the genitive here after the verb Bewürfen : 
see Aue, § 349 (p. 288). 
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4. aictttotecn is not commonly used in the sense of fV) SBentcnem 
audfc^en; but the present participle is often used as a synonjin of 
abcntcttcttid^. 

5. XMÖj/tt^loYatXt nur immerhin; He might (if he liked). 

7. In a less concise style we should say, e6 goB »cntg S>9rfn« 
11^ More commonly eine fo((^e (Srtf^eiimns. 

15. ^^t%tn is idiomatically used of tending carefuify, hence of 
superintending and administering. Thus in the phrase fceS Sled^teS ^fCegen, 
to admimster law. Hence also Luther styles Pontius Filate Sonb^^fleger, 
St Matth. xxvii. a. — ^(etoafTten=ec]^ieIten, *kept up.' 

16. unftAfttg=f(^U)a(^, 0l^nmA($tig (1.6). 

2a ^Anbel is espedally used of 'quarreis.' Hence ^^Anlbel fuc!^, 
* to pick a quarreL* 

«5 — 28 is translated in Carlyle's Frederick the Grectt, 1. c. 

25. )oerIaffen, 'desolate': though it properly is even more, being 
almost synonymous with aufgegeben, i.e. von ®ott nnb Sßenfi^n vetlafTen. 

28. ^caitie {originally a French word) is the term tedmically 
applied to the wide-stretching open plains in the interior of America. 

Page 58. 

3. Observe the plural ^Btsaai, not SDtftnnet; see Aue, § 147, note 3 

(P- "7)- 

6—59, 1 is translated in Carlyle, 1. c. 

12. SBi&nif, 'a waste howling scene ' (Carlyle). 

16. JMr(^engemetnbe=Jtit(^f)ne(, p. 52, 25. 

17. The expression (Som)>agnie appears to be intentionally used in 
Order to suggest the ideä of military drill and discipline in these school- 
masters. 

19. @emlec (Johann Salomon), ''famous over Germany, in Halle 
University and Seminarium** (Carlyle). 
21. Biegelfltetd^er, 'brick-maker.' 

24. S)ie @tatoflei, 'the domains of the goveniors.' 

25. anified en denotes the process of setting boondaiy stones. 

Page 59. 

I. SBoffetabet, 'a vein of water/ is used to denote a canal. — ent» 
fttm))fen, 'to drain' what had formerly been a swamp. 

6. The Germans, had been the earliest colonists and tillegrs of the 
soll. 
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10. tele woold be-xnore correct tiian ctt ; see note on p. 44, 13. 

14. ft^ fffnen, 'to disdose one's seif* is more especially nsed of 
disdosin^^ one's heart or innennost thoughts, fein ^ec} öffnen or auffc^nef em. 

i5. In one of his most remarkable essajrs, on German litenUuret 
Frederick the Gieat prophesied its futute giandeur. He thought he 
Gould discem the dawn of a great fiiture — ^he was not aware that the son 
had akeady risen ! 

93 — 60, 5 is likewise translated in Carlfle, 1. c. 

«5. fitopasatö^ttrtig, *grand.' 

a8. fo gas nicf tl, ' of not the dightest importance.* 

«9. Avgetfii^ is (i) easily annoyed, peevish; (3) annopng or vex- 
atioiis. It is here of course used in the latter sense. 

30. Ott« beat ^Us|l iogcn is an emphatic expression denoting discfaaxge 
on the Spot. 

Page 60. 

4* )DOtaneUte = outstripped. 

6. bnn is dativus ethicos; we might also say teffen ®Ueber fein 
itbif(^e6 SeBen (etoegt. To this vemark of our author's, Carljde attaches 
the exclamation, 'fandfiil, considerablyl' 

9. It is, perhaps, out of mere fiincy that the writer deviates from 
the ordinary usage of the language which demands in this phrase the 
Superlative b(tf itteinftc in parallelism with the preceding txtf iScöf to. 

13* ^^i 'after all.' 

14. fU9^ in cttood finben, 'to put up with something.' 

i8. Any little trait of human feeling brought the picture they had 
of the hing's superhuman character a little neaier to their own con- 
ceptionsy and thus rendered it more familiär. 

19. We should understand toenn ait(^ fctn ^mtf lud^ fo cinfam n»ar. 

30. Frederick died 1 7th August, 1 785, aged 74« See Carlyle, xxi. ^ 

Page 6i. 

3. (Sfinent tScnoA oBtingen, 'to gain sometlung from some one by 
wrestling, to wrest from.' 

5. {ufAlltg, 'merely accidental.* Frederick had oome to consider 
all earthly glory to be a mere matter of chance. 

10. ^oetif(9, *in a poet's &shioa«' For the matter itself, we may 
refer to the observations made on p. z6 and 17 of our writer's narra- 
tive. 
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13. This is a Gallicism : et il finit par ntipriser* In German we 
shoiild either say zt enbtgte batnü, baf »...getixg ac^tcte^ or f(E|^]iefiIi(|f (jitle^t, 
am Chtbe) aä^idt er bie (Sfinaelne« gering. 

14. t^m is again dat. eth. ; in a less condse style we should pro- 
bably prefer to add the prep. in or I6ei. 

aa. fRiemonben is the acc. We may also treat SRiemanb as Inde- 
clinable in all cases except the gen. which is always' S^ejnonbed. 
H* ^U^oiXUbtXL^ ' politij»! Ulis and existence.' 

Faoe 62«. 

(I) 
For <8{eun, see note on p^ 39, 9. 

4. We should supply fei from the preceding sentenoe; 

5. feine Saaten, the deeds he requires of me. 

6. The verb mW id^ should be understood. 

8. The arme are hung^ up on the wall on the idnm of peaoe. 
Then the soldier may tum to poetical composition. 

14. Sriebtiil^ SOhitl^ is courage like Frederick's. 

1 7. The thought is : if I fall, I shall surely fall like a hero. Tbis is 
v:ery briefly and concisely expressed. — ^n^d^i ^l^enb is an instance of a loose 
participial construction, inasmuch as a sabre (©Abel, 18) cannot be said 
to die. More correctly it ought to be nrnfl im sterben or nod^ in meiner 
^erBcnbctt ^onb. 

PikGE 63. 

as. More correctly it ought to be att instead of toie. 
«3. ifn» i.e. ben ^^etbentob. 
a6u SHrsin beinern IDienflc (dat. eth.). 
«7. ©temenjeft, *thc starry canopy (of hcaven).' 
28. SI^wll is a shortened and pretty frequent form of the name of the 
god Apolhj the patron of music, as Mars is of war. 

30. IDcm @(^u|^=bem ®c^ü^ec The grenadier who is ready to 
defend and, if necessaiy, die for the State, will become an omamept of 
it, in case peaceful leisure should allow him to tune his harp in praise 
of the great king. 

31. Bier instead of eine sterreidl^ 9lrt beS Sbilbmd« in ber bentfc^en 

33. Just as Horace praised the Emperor Augustus, Gleim proposes 
to ang of Frederick's deeds. 

33* bitten fingen is more poetical and less usnal than (Sfinen Befingen. 
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W 

For Jtictfl See note on p. 33, lo. 

I. bcm is the relative, instead of tocli^rm. 

3. Segionen $einbc= Scgioilen oim Sein^ or ftintlii^e (iegioitcff. 

3. Even the ancients represented the goddess of Victory as winged. 

5. The hosts of the enemy are' soheavy as to weigh down the 



hüls. 



Page 64. 



9. Envy is meagre and thin, because füll of gradging and longing, 
never content ; fc^icl, ' looking askance/ because covetous. — nicbcrtra«^ 
b here used as a synon3rm of b56atttg, gemein, tif* 

II. SRortenf ^öl^len — an allusion to Russia, Ofi» — to Austria and 
Hungary. 

15. ^i^Xawox suggests the idea of a disoiderly and usdisciplined 
multitude. 

16. (li^en and nieberHi^en are often used of the sndden Coming 
down of a sword, like lightning. 

18. The heroes still unbom, the heroes of the iiiture« 

19. 9tiek>eri(^ (the original form of the name) is theaccnsative. 

30. The iirst victories of Frederick the Great had been obtained in 
the mountainous parts of the North of Bohemia. 

94. (Kroaten, the rudest and most savage of the Austrian soldiers. 
Even nowadays, (Kroaten itnt ^anturen are proverbial in this sense. 

37. 3n Ungetoittem is poetical instead of the simile, »ie Ungetoitter. 

33. em^^al^n is archaic and poetical instead of ent))fan'gen. 

33. Fimmel is the plural. 

34. toenig is explained by Heinen Raufen in the next line. 
36. Oetümmet, 'turmoil/ 

Page 65. 

(3) 

Daniel Schubart (1739— 1794)» one of the most gifled poets pf the 
i8th centui^, was confined in the fortress of Hohenasperg, in WUrtem- 
berg, on account of the hatred he had manifested for despotic govern- 
ment. He obtained his liberty through the present dithyrambic poem. 

3. Srtebrt(^< lll^atenruf=bet 9tuf von Sriebric^ H^aten. So again ▼. 7. 

5. galt für, * was taken for *; the boy's tears stood instead of 
song, for which his tongiie was not yet ripe. Cf. v. 35. 



NOTES. III 

9. jtngepfim, 'violently'j in prose we should, perhaps, prefer the 
expression mtt Ungeflüm. 

la S)tetn (=t>atetii), i.e. to the accompaniment of the harp. — C^tMof 
fltrmcn is a hold poetical phrase in the sense of (Srüvat ^nnenb »ottragen. 

fi. SonnenBtrg means a mountain whose top is illnmined by the 
rays of the sun. Schiller says auf tic< (UtauBend ©onnenictge. 

I4. Kleist fonght and sang for Friedrich at one and the same time. 

16. The bold words and verses of poets are not unfrequently com- 
päred to arrows. 9eitct)}fei( (or ®ranb^)fetl) means an arrow intended 
to carry fire iiito the place towards which it is directed. Schiller nses 
it metaphorically : S)etne0 9litge6 Seuet^ei(c gleiten 9lnt guten <9amifc^ meine« 
J8ttfen6 oB. 

17. The common form is (Stanotc; but as we always say ©renatier 
(originally = ein ®tanatenf^Ienberet), the poet has ventured on the un- 
usualform (Stenabe. — The äHusion itself trill be easily intelligible from 
our general Observation ön Gleim. 

18. Ütamler (Karl Wilhelm), bom at Colberg 1725, died at Berlin 
1798, the most eminent writer of ödes after Klopstock, wrote also 
tiümerous poems on Ffederick the Great. His poetry is, however, 
räther formal and lifeles». His translation of Horace was a respectable 
attempt to reprodtice classical metre and prosody in German. 

19. einigt =»erHntet (in prose). 

io. WSLoxaxit (Johann Gottlieb), 1736 — 1777, was once knownas 
a writet of dithyrambic poetry. 

11. 9)tt]^)^amBcnflutm = ftütmenbe ^tt^V^amBen. — toitBeln means to 
whirl ronnd with great rapidity ; here it should be understood of the 
rapid style and imptessive description peculiar to dithyrambic poetry. 

11, anna £uife Jtarf(^ (commonly called fcie Jtatfc^in), a poetess once 
considered a kind of prodigy (1772 — 1791)» wrote much lyric poetry 
conspicuous for occasional outbursts of great natural talent. (Hence SRotut, 
V. 23.) 

27. SfSogenttang, 'rush of waves/ The admiration and lore the 
poet feels for the great German hero msh npon him like the waves of 
thesea. 

Page (iS. 

«8. The words tc^ toag'« remind us of Ulrich von Hutten^s motto: 
i(l^ l^aB'6 gewagt. 

30. S)oniieT]^5]^, the height on whidi thunder dwells; 
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31. gefleiitt is less common than finnig. 

33. The poet compares his dithyramb to a tonent of buming lava 
Streaming down the rocky sides of the hill on which his prison lay^ 

36. 9la(^t)>fab, a path involved in dark night Frederick was guided 
by Providence through many a dark region, and many visitations,^ tili he 
reached the sanctuary (^eiligtlum) of greatness. 

39 sq. Frederick was compelled to be present at Katt's execntion 
at Küstrin. The name is properly 9on Staiiu 

41 sq. The king, Frederick William, wished the judges to pass 
sentence of death on the Crown-Prince for his attempt at flight. The 
judges, however, refused to do this. 

45. This alludes to the happy years Frederick spent at Rheinsberg, 
i73<5— 1740. 

46. @cc))ter is used as a masculine, though it is commonly treated as 
a neuter, in accordance with the gender it has in Greek and Latin. 

47. (lammt is a more emphatic expression than ftca^tt. 

48. tvotfenfammelnb is the German translation of the Homeric epithet 

51. dlad^tgef&l^rtin, 'companion of the night* or ^darkness.' ®C' 
fft^t*te denotes one who fares (goes) the same road (the prefix ge* 
being used to express union or companionship, as in (8e»felle, O^e«noffe, 
etc.). Compare the Old English gefera^ * fere.* 

52. Plato had said that those states would be happy whose kings 
were philosophers, or in which philosophers were kiogs. Frederick 
fulfiUed this ideal (lIcBttb) of the Greek sage. 

53. Afacchiavelli (f 1527) was a famous Floientine writer. In his 
Principe he seems to plead in favour of despotism and crooked policy» 
Frederick II. wrote against this work (AHÜmacchiaveUi)^ 

54. ^etrf(^et!«nfl=bte.fiunfl jnl^ertfd^en. 

55« This is an allusion to Frederick's woik Mimdres paur serznr ä 
rhiädre de la maison de Brandebourg. 

57. An allusion; to the aumerous lyric poems by Frederick the 
Great — ^In pcose we should say jpx S^ra or ^uc tSdec 

Page 67. 

55. It is well known that Frederick was a very skilful performer on 
the flute. See above, p. 33, 1,— Apollo is said to have been the original 
inventor of the flute. 

59« Ucnacl^t, ^ primeval n^ht ' « nranfAngtid^ ti^U 



NOTES. 113 

60. floaten, sc siifammen. 

64. Q^icane is conceived as a monstrous serpent yomiting forth 
venomous scum. 

70. Slftertoett is antiqnated instead of ffia^xotU^—yulian (the Apo- 
State, the last heathen Emperor of Rome) is mentioned as the last of 
the Romans. 

73. * The dark and shadowj meads of Death ' means Hades, where 
the soiüs of the departed heroes are conceived to be. 

74 sq. This is an allusion to the ' oblique Order,' for which see n* 
on p. ^9, «3. 

77. SBoban is conceived as the ancient German god of thunder, the 
Zeus of Germany. — ^Sünfhtol in refereace to the five principal battles of 
the.ßrst and second Silesian wars. 

79. ®efletn, instead of ®tetn or GWlflein. 

81. fd^redBar is rare instead. of \<fynAV\^. We read it again t. 94. 

82. (SrttDOd tütflnt is poetical instead of naälf ettood bür^e«. In the 
same manner, we find in Latin poetry the phrase sUire sangumem, 

85. The golden lilies {ßeurs de lis) on blue gromid were the ar- 
morial bearings of royal France. 

87. ÜnUi is used as a general term to denote SRacfitomme. Properly 
speaking, the house of Wasa became extinct in the person of Christina, 
the daughter of Gustavus Adolphus ; her soccessor Karl Gustav, was 
not a Wasa, but a Witteisbach. See note on p. 4, 13. 

Page 68. 

89. ®6flaäf\X^\ is an unusual Compound, formed after the analogy 
of@4l<u|ifelt>. 

92. tfytxi is not ä common adj. instead of eifern. It is, however, 
occasionally employed by modern poets who aim at an unüsual and 
striking phraseology. Comp, belöw, v. 152. 

95» ^eufd^cecfenfd^wantt (' nt*^e de saut&elies* in French) is used pro^ 
verbially of an innumerable, ' dense multitude. — 2l(^tcn with the gen, 
means ' to take heed of sotnething * ; with the acc. it is simply ' to no- 
tice' and 'respect* something. Comp, below, v. 123. 

97. ^onnecf(||tunb is a happy poetical expression for a cannon. The 
original name given to these instruments of destruction when first in* 
vented was S)onnetiü4fe. 

.-99. illa<^fftta]^t=ra(^enbcr fflU^. God is conceived as employing 
lightning as the Instrument of his just vengeance. 
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10 X. Observe the effective alliteration in ^äftMc^ 6<^aarcii. 

I02. A highly effective line, composed of nothiog but short mono- 
syllables, each of which is suie to teil I 

io6. S)(e OÜfttgegetli is an emphatic appHlarirm o£ th^ Angel of 
Death and Destraction. 

107. etcr(sttoinfeI = (Slckotnfet etetBcnbct. 

I la 2Dct ^tbftj} is a poetical ezpression £6r a royal throne. 

1 14. gen is poetical instead of gcscn. 

115. basgea^iMtiarflen. 

117. @(l^ip(rin feil in the battle of Prague, 6th May, 1757 ; iteit^ in 
the battle of Hochkirch, i4th Oct., 1758 ; Älei|l at Kunnersdoif (see 
above) ; Sinterfelb C'except Friedrich, the most shining figure in the 
Prussian army" Carlyle) was killed 7th Sept., 1757. See Carlyle, 
XVIIL 6. 

Page 69. 

119. The vexy latest thought of these brave mcn was Frederick^s 
welfare. 

134. The mere eye of the dragon (or basUisk) is said to exercise a 
magic power over small aniinals, which it 6xes to the grpund and 
renders quite motionless. 

125. S)et gaubembe 99unbe<g(jtoffe is England, from which IVoderick 
received subsidies. 

131. The oak, the German tree (see BallaäXLii. 16), is conoöived 
as the favourite seat of the souls of departed heroes. 

135. It was at HubertusbUrg, ■ a hunting-seat of the elector of 
Saxony, that the negotiations took place, which led to the tennination 
of the war. 

136. The Compound bet (Sm^titn^tt h veiy imnsnal instead of brc 
Qn^tl t>a (BttxifyU9, * the Angel of Doom.' 

139. For the exact meaning of this line We refer to Freytag's ac- 
ipount, p. 43, 15 with our note. 

143. trAufcn is less usual than tcAuftttt. 

145. Frederick is conceived as the Sun, in whose rays the Muses 
revive. 

147. An allusion to one of Frederick's essays, on pairioHsm, 

Page 70. . . 

Z49. The common expression is eine ft^flaUenc OiteUc. 
151. ^eA iBcAffe is less usual than bo« S^oc^Affen. — )pei($ is used in the 
senseofioeii^lid^, 'effeminate.' 
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153. Maqi^MUt, Fr. mass^mtff marchpane, a kind of sweet biscuit. 

155. The countricsxtiled by Frederick (tie (S^aue ^a gelben) went on 
increasing peaeeabfy, without a blow or stroke. This should, of course, 
be undefstood of the acquisition of part of Poland. 

i(>b. SSecfbar is less common than bf mecf 6ar and Bemetf lu^ ; comp. 
fftl^tBar, which might also be used here. — JDtcm is archaic and poetical 
for ^l^etn. 

163 sqq. These lines may be understood with reference to the resist- 
ance Frederick offered to the Austrian plans of annexing Bavaria. 
Frederick founded the German Sür^enButib, a confederacy of most of the 
minor German princes under his protectorate, for the purpose of se- 
curing themselves against the encroachments of Aostria. 

168. gvaity ' time-honoured.' 

169. Just as Hermann (or Arminins) of old defended the rights of 
Germany against the Romans, so Frederick is now to uphold them against 
Austria. The comparison is, however, somewhat inappropriate. 

172. au^gefungeff is bare used in the sense of ' sufüciently celebrated 
in song.' The ordinary sense of this word is quite dififerent. We say 
tiefer langer i^ ganj audgcfungcn, ' this singer has now sung himself out of 
all Yoice.' 

Page 71. 

185. ^lObC&f^lnb = ]$ttIh)oa lAc^dnb. 

186. In prose, ^tang might be replaced by Sebr&ngnif. 

193. eung, adverb; not only in mortal life, but also in immortality ! 
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Crown Octavo. 7^. 6</. 

Theophili Episcopi Antiochensis Libri Tres ad Antolycnin. 

Edidit, Prolegomenis Versione Notulis Indicibus instruxit Gü- 
LIELMUS GiLSON HuMPHRY, S.T.B. CoUegü Sanctiss. Trin. 
apud Cantabrigienses quondam Socius. Post Octavo. 5j. 

Theophylacti in Evangelinm S. MatthsBi Commentarins. 

Edited by W. G. Hümphry, B.D. Prebendary of St Paul's, late 
FeUow of Trinity College. IDemy Octavo. 7j. 6d, 

Tertnllianns de Corona Militis, de Spectacnlis, de Idololatria, 

with Analysis and English Notes, by George Cürrey, D.D. 
Preacher at the Charter House, late Fellow and Tutor of St 
John*s College. Crown Octavo. 5J. 



THEOLOGY— (ENGLISH). 

Works of Isaac Barrow, compared with the original MSS., 

enlarged with Materials hitherto unpublished. A new Edition, by 
A. Napier, M.A. of Trinity College, Vicar of Holkham, Norfolk. 
Nine Vols. Demy Octavo. ;f 3. 3/. 

Treatise of the Pope's Supremacy, and a Discourse con- 

ceming the Unity of the Church, by Isaac Barrow, Demy 
Octavo. 7^. 6</. 

Fearson's Exposition of the Creed, edited by Templit 

Chevallier, B.D., late Professor of Mathematics in the Uni- 
versity ofDurham, and Fellow and Tutor of St Catharine*s College, 
Cambridge. Second Edition. Demy Octavo. 7x. 6^. 

An Analysis of the Exposition of the Creed, written by the 

Right Rev. Father in God, John Pearson, D.D., late Lord 
Bishop of ehester. Compiled, with some additional matter oc- 
casionally interspersed, for the use of the Students of Bishop's 
College, Calcutta, by W. H. Mill, D.D. kte Principal of Bishop*s 
College, and Regius Professor of Hebrew in the University of 
Cambridge. Foiuth English Edition. Demy Octavo, cloth. 5^. 
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Wheatly on the Common Prayer, edited by G. E. Corrie, 

D.D. Master of Jesus College, Examining Chaplain to the late 
Lord Bishop of Ely. Demy Octavo. yj. Sd. 

The Homilies, with Various Readings, and the Quotations 

from the Fathers given at length in the Original Languages. Edited 
by G. E. CojRJiiE, D.D. Master of Jesus College. Demy Octavo. 
7j. 6d, 

Two Forms of Prayer of the time of Queen Elizaheth. Now 

First Reprinted. Demy Octavo. 6d* 

Select Discoorses, by John Smith, late Fellow of Queens* 

CoUege, Cambridge. Edited by H. G. Williams, B.D. late 
Professor of Arabia Royal Octavo. *js. 6d. 

CflBsar Morgan's Investigation of the Trinity of Plato, and of 

Philo Judaeus, and of the effects which an attachment to their 
writings had upon the principles and reasonings of the Fathers of 
the Christian Church. Revised by H. A. Holden, LL.D. 
Head Master of Ipswich School, late Fellow of Trinity Collie, 
Cambridge. Crown Octavo. 4J. 

De Obligatione ConscientiaB Praelectiones decem Oxonii in 

Schola Theologica habitae a Roberto S Anderson, SS. Theo- 
logiae ibidem Professore Regio. With English Notes, including 
an abridged Translation, by W. Whewell, D.D, late Master of 
Trinity College. Demy Octavo. p. 6d, 

Archbishop üsher's Answer to a Jesuit, with other Tracts 

on Popery. Edited by J. Scholefield, M.A. late Regius Pro- 
fessor of Greek in the University. Demy Octavo. 7 j. 6d, 

Wilson'sninstrationoftheMethod of explaining the New 

Testament, by the early opinions of Jews and Christians concem- 
ing Christ. Edited by T. Turton, D.D. late Lord Bishop of 
Ely. Demy Octavo. 51. 

Lectores on Divinity delivered in the University of Cam- 
bridge. By John Hey, D.D. Third Edition, by T. Türton, 
D.D. late Lord Bishop of Ely. 2 vols. Demy Octavo. 15X. 
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PUBUCATIONS OF 



QBEEE ANB LATIN CLA8SI0S, fte. 

(See also Y^, ii, I3.) 

P. Yergili Maronis Opera, cum Prolegomenis et Commen- 

tario Critico pro Syndicis Preli Academici edidit Benjamin 
Hall Kennedy, S.T.P., Graecae Linguae Professor Regius. 
Cloth, extra fcp. 8yo„ red edges, price 55. 

Select Private Orations of Demosthenes with Introductions 

and Engüsh Notes, by F. A. Paley, M.A., Editor of Aeschylus, 
.etc. and J. E. Sandys, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of St John's 
College, and Public Orator in the University of Cambridge. 

Part I. containing Contra Phormionem, Lacritum, Pantaenetum, 
Boeotum de Nomine, Boeotum de Dote, Dionysodonun. Crov^ni 
Octavo, cloth. 6j. 

Part II. containing Pro Phormione, Contra Stephanum I. II. ; 
Nicostratum, Cononem, Calliclem. Crown Octavo^ doth. 7^. 6^. 

M. T. Giceronis de Offlciis Libri Tres {New Edition, much 

enlarged and improved), with Marginal Analysis, an English Com- 
mentary, and copious Indices, by H. A. Holden, LL.D., Head 
Master of Ipswich School, late Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, Classical Examiner to the University of London. Crown 
Octavo, 7^. 6d, 

Plato's PhsBdo, Uterally translated, by the late E. M. Cope, 

Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. Demy Octavo. 5J. 

Ariatotle. The Rhetoric. With a Commentary by the late 

E. M. Cope, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, revised and 
edited for the Syndics of the University Press by J. E. Sandys, 
M. A., Fellow and Tutor of St John's College, and Public Orator in 
the University of Cambridge. 

[In the Press, 
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8ANSKBIT. 

Nalopakhyänam, or, The Tale of Nala ; contabmg the San- 
skrit Text in Roman Characters, foUowed by a Vocabulary in 
which each word is placed under its root, with references to de- 
rived words in cognate languages, and a sketch oi Sanskrit 
Grammar. By the Rev. Thomas Jarrett, M.A., Trinity College, 
Regius Professor of Hebrew, late Professor of Arabic, and formerly 
Fellow of St Catharine's College, Cambridge. Demy Octavo. lar. 



ARABIC. 

The Poems of Beha ed dm Zoheir of Egypt. With a 

Metrical Translation, Notes and Introduction, by E. H. Palmer, 
M.A., Barrister-at-Law of the Middle Temple, Lord Almoner's 
Professor of Arabic and Fellow of St John's College in the 
University of Cambridge. 3 vols. Crown Quarto. Vol. I. now 
ready. In paper cover, lor. 6^. Cloth extra, 15J. 

VoL II. containing an English Metrical Translation. {^Nearly ready. 



liATHEliATIOS, PHYSIOAL SCIENCE, &c. 

A Treatise on Natural Philosophy. Volume I. By Sir W. 

Thomson, LL.D., D.C.L., F.R.S., Professor of Natural Philo- 
sophy in the University of Glasgow, Fellow of St Peter's College, 
Cambridge, and P. G. Tait, M.A., Professor of Natural Philo- 
sophy in the University of Edinburgh, formerly Fellow of St 
Peter's College, Cambridge. New Edition in the Press, 

Elements of Natural Philosophy. By Professors Sir W. 

Thomson and P. G. Tait. Part I. 8vo. cloth, gs. 

An Elementary Treatise on Quatemions. By P. G. Tait, 

M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Edin- 
burgh; formerly Fellow of St Peter's College, Cambridge. Second 
Edition, Demy 8vo. 14J. 
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TheAnalyticalTheoryof Heat. By Joseph Fourier. Trans- 

lated, with Notes, by A. Freeman, M.A., Fellow of St John's 
College, Cambridge. \In the Press. 

The Mathematical Works of Isaac Barrow, D.D. Edited by 

W. Whewell, D.d. Demy Octavo. 7j. 6</. 

niustrations of Gomparative Anatomy, Yertebrate and In- 

vertebrate, for the Use of Students in the Museum of Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy. Second Edition. Demy Octavo, doth, 
IS. td. 

A Synopsis of the Classification of the British FalsBozoic 

Rocks, by the Rev. Adam Sedgwick, M.A., F.R.S., Wood- 
wardian Professor, and Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge; 
with a systematic description of the British Palaeozoic Fossils in 
the Geological Museum of the University of Cambridge, by 
Frederick McCoy, F.G.S., Hon. F.C.P.S., Professor of the 
Natural Sciences in the University of Melbourne ; formerly Pro- 
fessor of Geology and Mineralogy in the Queen's University in 
Ireland; author of "Characters of the Carboniferous Limestone 
Fossils of Ireland;" ** Synopsis of the Silurian Fossils of Ireland ;" 
*'Contributions to British Palseontology," &c. with Figures of the 
New and Imperfectly known Species. One volume, Royal Quarte^ 
cloth, with Plates, ^i. is, 

A Catalogne of the GollecUon of Cambrian and Silnrian 

Fossils contained in the Geological Museum of the University of 
Cambridge, by J. W. Salter, F.G.S. With a Preface by the 
Rev. Adam Sedgwick, LL.D., F.R.S., Woodwardian Professor 
of Geology in the University of Cambridge, and a Table of Genera 
and Index added by Professor Morris, F.G.S. With a Portrait 
of Professor Sedgwick. Royal Quarto, doth, 7J. 6<ä 

Catalogne of Osteological Specimens contained in the Ana- 

tomical Museum of the University of Cambridge. Demy Octavo. 

Astronomical Observations made at the Observatory of Cam- 
bridge by the Rev. James Challis, M.A., F.R. S., F.R.A.S., 
Plumian Professor of Astronomy and Experimental Philosophy in 
the University of Cambridge, and Fellow of Trinity College. For 
various Years, from 1846 to 1S60, 
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LAW. 

The Gommentaries of Gaius and Bules of Ulpian. (New 

Edition, revised and enlarged.) Translated and Annotated, by 
J. T. Abdy, LL.D., Judge of County Courts, late Regius Pro- 
fessor of Laws in Ihe University of Cambridge, and Bryan 
Walker, M.A., LL.D., Law Lecturer of St John's College, 
Cambridge, formerly Law Student of Trinity Hall and Chancellor's 
Medallist for Legal Studies. Crown Octavo, i6s. 

The Institutes of Jnstmian, translated with Notes by J. T. 

Abdy, LL.D., Judge of County Courts, late Regius Professor of 
Laws in the University of Cambridge, and formerly Fellow of Trinity 
Hall; and Bryan Walker, M.A., LL.D., Law Lecturer of St 
John's College, Cambridge ; late Fellow and Lecturer of Corpus 
Christi Collie ; and formerly Law Student of Trinity Hall. Crown 
Octavo, i6j. 

Grotins de Jure Belli et Facis, with the Notes of Barbeyrac 

and others ; accompanied by an abridged Translation of the Text, 
by W. Whewell, D.D. late Master of Trinity College. 3 Vols. 
Demy Octavo, 30J. The translation separate, lor. 



mSTOBIOAL WORKS. 



Life and Times of Stein, or Germany and Frnssia in the 

Napoleonic Age, by J. R. Seeley, M.A., Regius Professor of 
Modem History in Öie University of Cambridge. [In the Press, 

History of Nepal, translated from the Original by Munshi 

Shiva Shunker Singh and Pandit Sri Güna Nand; edited 
with an Introductory Sketch of the Country and People by Dr D. 
Wright, late Residency Surgeon at Käthmändü. lUustrated with 
numerous Chromolijthographs irom Originals by native artists. 

{Nearly ready, 

The University of Camhridge from the Earliest Times to 

the Royal Iniunctions of 1535. By James Bass Mullinger, M.A. 
Demy 8vo. cloth (734 pp.), \is, 

History of the College of St John the Evangelist, by Thomas 

Baker, B.D., Ejected Fellow. Edited by John E. B. Mayor, 
M.A.y Fellow of St John's. Two Vols. Demy 8vo. «4J. 
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The Architectnral History of the University and Colleges of 

Cambridge, by the late Professor Willis, M.A. Edited by John 
Willis Clark, M.A., formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. IPreparing. 



CATAL0ai7E& 

Catalogne of the Hebrew Mannscripts preserved in the Uni- 
versity Library, Cambridge. By Dr S. M. Schiller-Szinessy. 
Volume I. containing Section l. The Holy Scriptures; Section li. 
Commentaries on the BibU. Demy Octavo, gs. 

A Catalogue of the Mannscripts preserved in the Library 

of the University of Cambridge. Demy Octavo. 5 Vols. ioj. 
each. 

Index to the Catalogne. Demy Octavo. lar. 

A Catalogne of Adversaria and printed books containing 

MS. notes, preserved in the Library of the University of Cam- 
bridge. 3^. 6d, 

The Hlnminated Mannscripts in the Library of the Fitz- 
william Musemn, Cambridge, Catalogued with Descriptions, and an 
Introduction, by William George Searle, M.A., late Fellow of 
Queens' College, and Vicar of Hockington, Cambridgeshire. 7^. 6d. 

A Chronological List of the Graces, Documents, and other 

Papers in the University Registry which concern the University 
Library. Demy Octavo. as, 6d, 

Catalogns Bihliothec89 BnrckhardtiansB. Demy Quarto. 5^. 



MISOELLANEOUa 



Statnta Academi» Cantahrigiensis. Demy Octava 2s. 

sewed, 

Ordinationes AcademisB Cantahrigiensis. Demy Octavo. 

2s. 6d, sewed. 

A Compendinm of University Begnlaüons, for the use of 

persons in Statu Fupillari. Demy Octavo. 6d, 
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THE PITT PRESS SERIES. 



ADAPTED TO THE USE OF STUDENTS PREPARING 

FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY LOCAL EXAMINATIONS, 

AND THE HIGHER CLASSES OF SCHOOLS. 

" IVe discaver within the last five years a laudable emtdation among 
ptthlishers to prodtiee handy, inexpensive^ and satisfactory annotated texts 
of special portions of the best classical autkors. No doubt the maiure 
Scholar prefers an entire edition of Virgil^ Horace^ Euripides, or even 
Lucan, and disdains extracts and selections ; yet not only are selections 
sennceable for the younger studenfs needs, but well-edited reprints ofa bock 
or a play are very convenient for the extra private reading ofthe sixth-form 
boy or undergraduate. One ofthe ear liest series ofthe kind was due to the 
forethought of Mr James Parker , of Oxford; for another, excellent in its 
wayt we are inddtted to Messrs Sedey as publishers, and to Mr Alfred 
Church as editor, But we have before us samples of an equally handy 
andy in some instances, a more thorough ideal ofthis kind oftext-book in 
the volumes of the Pitt Press Series y now being issued at Cambridge. ^^ — 
Saturday Review. 



I. OREEE. 

The Anabasis of Zenophon, Book in. WIth English Notes 

by Alfred Pretor, M.A., Fellow of St Catharine*s College, 
Cambridge ; Editor of Persius and Cicero ad Atticum Book i. with 
Notes, for the use of Schools. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Price 2s, 

Books IV. and V. By the same Editor. Frtce 2S. each, 
Euripides. Hercnles Furens. With Introduction, Notes 

and Analysis. By J. T. Hutchinson, B.A., Christ's College, 
Cambridge, and A. Gray, B.A., Fellow of Jesus College, Cam- 
bridge, Assistant Masters at Dulwich College. Cloth, extra fcap. 
8vo. Price oj. 



London: Cambridge Warehouse^ 17 Patertioster Row. 



12 PUBLICATIONS OF 



PITT PRESS SERIES (continued). 

TL LATIN. 
P. Vergili Maronis Aeneidos Liber X. Edited with Notes 

by A. SiDGWiCK, M.A. (late Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, Assistant Master in Rugby School). Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. 
Price IS. 6ä. 

Books XI. Xn. By the same Editor. Price is. 6d. each. 
Books X. XI. XII. bound in one volume. Price 3J. 6^. 
M. T. Giceronis in Q. Gaeciliom Divinatio et in G. Verrem 

Actio Prima. With Introduction and Notes by W. E. Heit- 
LAND, M.A , and Herbert Cowie, M.A. , F^Uows of St John's 
College, Cambridge. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Price 3J. 

M. T. Giceronis in Gaium Verrem Actio Prima. With Intro- 
duction and Notes. By H. Cowie, M.A., Fellow of St John*s 
College, Cambridge. Price is. 6d. 

M. T. Giceronis Oratio pro L. Murena, with English Intro- 
duction and Notes. By W. E. Heitland, M.A., Fellow and 
Classical Lecturer ofSt John*s College, Cambridge. Small 8vo. 
Second Edition, carefully revised. Price 3J. 

M. T. Giceronis Oratio pro Tito Annio Milone, with a 

Translation of Asconius' Introduction, Marginal Analysis and 
English Notes. Edited by the Rev. John Smyth Pürton, B.D., 
late President and Tutor of St Catharine's College. Cloth, extra 
fcap. Svo. Price ^s, 6d. 

M. Annaei Lucani Pharsaliae Liber Primas, edited with 

English Introduction and Notes by W. E. Heitland, M.A., and 
C. E. Haskins, M.A., Fellows and Lecturers of St John's 
College, Cambridge. Cloth, extra fcap. Svo. Price is, 6d, 



m. FBENGH. 



Le Directoire. (Considdrations sur la Revolution Frangaise. 

Troisi^me et quatri^me parties.) Par Madame LA Baronne de 
Stael-Holstein. With a Critical Notice of the Author, a 
Chronological Table, and Notes Historical and PhilologicaL By 
Gustave Masson. Price is. 
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PITT PRESS SERIES (continued). 
Fredegonde et Bnmehaut. A Tragedy in Five Acts, by 

N. Lemercier. Edited with Notes, Genealogical and Chrono- 
logical Tables, a Critical Introduction and a Biographical Notice. 
By Gustave Masson. Price 2s, 

Diz Annees d'ExiL Livre n. Ghapitres 1—8. Par Madame 

LA Baronne de Stael-Holstein. With a Biographical Sketch 
of the Author, a Selection of Poetical Fragments by Madame de 
StaePs Contemporaries, and Notes Historical and Philological. 
By Gustave Masson, B.A. Univ. Gallic, Assistant Master and 
Librarian, Harrow SchooL Price is, 

Le Vieux Celibataire. A Coraedy, by Collin D'Harleville. 

With a Biographical Memoir, and Grammatical, Literary and His- 
torical Notes. By the same Editor. Price ^s, 

La Metromanie, A Comedy, by Piron, with a Biographical 

Memoir, and Grammatical, Literary and Historical Notes. By 
the same Editor. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Price 2s. 

Lascaris, on Les Grecs du XY^ Siecle, Nouvelle Historiqne, 

par A. F. Villemain, Secr^taire Perpetnel de TAcad^mie Fran- 
9aise, with a Biographical Sketch of the Author, a Selection of 
Poems on Greece, and Notes Historical and Philological. By 
the same Editor. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Price 2s. 



IV. GERMAN. 
A Book of Ballads on German History. Arranged and 

Annotated by Wilhelm Wagner, Ph. D., Professor at the 
Johanneum, Hamburg. Price 2s, 

Der Staat Priedrichs des Grossen. By G. Freytag. With 

Notes. By Wilhelm Wagner, Ph. D. Professor at the Johan- 
neum, Hamburg. Price 2s. 

Goethe's Knäbeiyahre. (1749— 1759) Goethe's Boyhood: being 

the First Three Books of his Autobiography, Arranged and Anno- 
tated by the same Editor. Price 2s, 

Goethe's Hermann and Dorothea. With an Introduction 

and Notes. By the same Editor. Price 3J. 

Das Jahr 1813 (The Year 1813), by F. Kohlrausch. 

With English Notes by the same Editor. Cloth, extra fcap. 8yo. 
Price 2s, 
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PITT PRESS SERIES (continued). 

V. ENGLISH. 

The Two Noble Einsmen, edited with Introduction and 

Notes by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A., formerly Fellow of 
Christas College, Cambridge. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Frice y. 6ä» 

Bacon's History of the Reign of King Henry VII. With 

Notes by the Rev. J. Rawson Lumby, B.D., Fellow of St Catha- 
rine's CoUege, Cambridge. Cloth, extra fcap. 8vo. Frice ^s. 

Sir Thomas More's ütopia. With Notes by the Rev. J. Raw- 
son LüMBY, B.D., Fellow of St Catharine's CoUege, Cambridge. 

[Preparing, 

Other Volumes are in preparation. 



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION 

PAPERS. 

Vol. III. Parts 19 to 29. Papers for the Year 1873 — 4» 'o^* ^* cloth. 
Vol. IV. „ 30 to 40. Papers for the Year 1874 — 5» ioj. 6d. cloth. 
Vol. V. I, 41 to 55. Papers for the Year 1875 — 6, iw. cloth, 

sThefollowing Parts may be had separately: 

XLVII. The Second Special Examination in Theology for the Ordi- 
nary B.A. Degree, and Theological Tripos, 1876. Price 2s, 

XL VIII. The Mathematical Tripos and Smith's Prizes, 1876. Price 2s, 

XLIX. The University Scholarships and ClianceUor*s Medal for Legal 
Studies. Price is, 

L. The Classical Tripos and Chancellor*s Classical Medals. Price is, 

LI. The Bell Scholarships, Dr Lightfoot*s Scholarships, and Tyrwhitt's 
Hebrew Scholarships. Price u. 
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EXAMINATION PAPERS {continued). 

LH. General Examination for the Ordinary B. A. Degree and Previous 
Examination. (Wltb* Answers to Arltlmietlo and Algebra 
Fapen.) Priceis. 

LIII. The Special Examinations in Moral Science, Mechanism and 
Applied Science, Law, History, and Theology for the Ordinary 
B.A. Degree. Price is. 6ä, 

LIV. The Special Examination in Natural Sciences for the Ordinary 
B.A. Degree, Natural Sciences Tripos (First Part), and WheweU^s 
International Law Scholarships. Price is, 

LV. Examinations for M.B. and M.C. Degrees, The Examination in 
State Medicine, and Regulations for the Examination in October, 
1876. Ptüe IS. 

LVI. The Examination in Sanitary Science, and Regulations for the 
Examination in October, 1877. Price is, 

LVIL Carus Greek Testament Prizes (Bachelors and Undergraduates), 
Crosse Scholarship and Jeremie Prizes. Price is, 6ä, 

LVIIL The Second General Examination for the Ordinary B. A. De- 
gree and Previous Examination. (Wltb Answers to Arltlmietlo 
and Algebra Fapen.) Price 2s, 

LIX. The Second Special Examinations in Applied and Natural 
Sciences for the Ordinary B.A. Degree; Natural Sciences 
Tripos (Second Part), and M.B. Examinations. Price 2s. 

LX. The Second Special Examination in Law for the Ordinary B.A. 
Degree, Law Tripos and LL.M. Examination, Special Ex- 
amination in History for the Ordinary B.A. Degree, and 
Historical Tripos. Price is, 

LXL The Second Special Examination in Moral Science for the 
Ordinary B.A. Degree, and Moral Sciences Tripos. Price is, 6d, 

LXII. Second Special Examination in Theology for the Ordinary B.A. 
Degree, and the Theological Tripos, 1877. Price 2s. 

LXIII. The Mathematical Tripos, and Smith*s Prizes, 1877. ^^^ ^J. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE LOCAL 

EXAMINATIONS. 



EXAMINATION PAt'EBS, 

for various years, with the Regulations for the Examination, * 

Demy Octavo, is, each, or by Post is, id, 
{TJu Regulations for the ExaminaHon in 1877 are now ready.) 



CLASS.LISTS FOB VAEIOÜS YEABS. 

6d, each, by Post *jd. 



ANNÜAL BEPOBTS OF THE 8TNDICATE, 

With Siipplementary Tables showing the &uccess and failure of the 

Candidates. 

IS, each, by Post 2S. id. 



mOHEB LOCAL EXAMINATIONS. 
EZAMINATION PAPEBS FOB 1876, 

to whick are added the Regulations for 1877. 
Demy Octavo. «j. each, by Post is, id, 

' BEPOBTS OF THE 8YNDICATE. 

Demy Octavo, u., by Post u. id. 
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Published by Authoriiy. 

Containing all the Official Notices of the University, Reports of Dis- 
cussions in the Schools, and Proceedings of the Cambridge Philosophical, 
Antiquarian, and Philological Societies. 3df. weekly. 

CAMBIUDDaE XTNIVEBSITY EXAMINATION PAPEBS. 

These Papers are published in occasional numbers eveiy Term, and 

in volumes for the Academical year. 
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